St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr
We are a Stewardship Parish

Mass of Anticipation
5pm Saturday
Sunday Masses
English:
7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, and
6:15pm
Polish:
1pm
Daily Mass
8am Monday through Saturday
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Bilingual
Saturdays from 8:45am—9:30am
and by appointment
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mondays & Fridays 8:30am—3:30pm
Thursdays 8:30am—6:30pm
Benediction & Divine Mercy
Prayers
Thursdays at 6:30pm
Rosary
7:30pm - 2nd and last Tuesday of the
month
Informacje Dotyczące
Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Św.
Szczepana
W ciągu całego roku Msza Św. w
niedziele w języku polskim jest o
godz. 1pm
Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedź
od
6:30-7:30pm
Msza o 7:30pm
Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od
godz.
7:00-9:30pm
Spowiedź w każdą sobotę od godz.
8:45-9:30am

Parish Mission
St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel. Our
Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, our work
places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts
and to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In
all of our parish activities we seek to develop a personal relationship with the Lord
who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that
leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to
be an open and welcoming people and a sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of
God’s love.

St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Catholic Church
17500 South 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487
www.ststephentinley.com

Parish Office Phone: 708-342-2400 | Parish Office Fax: 708-342-1545
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Saturday Noon—5pm
Religious Education Phone: 342-1544
RE Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4:30pm | Friday 8:30am—12:30pm
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Anointing of the Sick—Please contact the parish office if you or a loved one
needs this holy sacrament.
Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm in Polish.
Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the necessary preparations.
New parishioners are required to register. A baptism preparation class is
required if it is your first child baptized at St. Stephen.
Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound parishioners can
be arranged by calling Fr. Greg at the parish office or Barbara Black at 708-466
-9962.
Funerals can be arranged through the contact the parish office.
Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the weddings of
both registered parishioners and the children of registered parishioners.
Information is available from one of the priests or deacons.
New parishioners are invited to register:
nd
 After the 10am Mass on the 2
and 4th Sundays of every month.
 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, Wednesdays at
8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please contact the parish office.
For those in need:
 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through Catholic Charities.
Appointments with our parish counselor, Maeve Raphelson, AM, LCWS, can
be made at 312-655-7725.
 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact Deacon Pete
Van Merkestyn at the parish office.
 For parishioners struggling and in need of assistance, please contact
the St. Vincent de Paul Ministry through the parish office.
 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program, St. Stephen offers
English and Polish support groups. Please contact the parish office for more
information.
 For
information about Domestic Violence awareness, services, and
prevention, please contact Deacon Bill Schultz at the parish office.

From Our Pastor
Dear People of St. Stephen,
Lord, guide us on your path. These
words, our parish Lenten theme this
year, express well the spirit of Lenten
prayer. Lent is our Church’s annual
season of spiritual renewal and
discipline; it begins this Wednesday,
Ash
Wednesday.
Interestingly,
through a quirk in the calendar, Ash
Wednesday is the same day as
Valentine’s Day. The days seem
contradictory - one calling us to the
discipline of spiritual renewal and the
other a celebration of romantic love.
Yet there is also an interesting
correspondence between the two
celebrations.
Both
celebrate
relationships of love. Ash Wednesday
and Lent call us to renew our
relationship of love with the Lord and
our living of Jesus’ way of love. The
disciplines of Lent can also be applied
to living human relationships of love
in a healthy way. Prayer is our
communication with the Lord; in
prayer we offer God praise and
thanks, we seek God’s help and
forgiveness, and we listen to God
speaking to us. Every healthy
love relationship requires good
communication. Fasting is sacrifice,
giving up my own will or desire in
order to help my relationship with
God to grow or to help me to grow in
love for others. The fasting of Lent

can be either giving up some pleasure
- some food or activity - in order to
remind ourselves of our need for God
or it can be fasting from some
practice or habit that hurts my
relationship with God or others.
Every
healthy
human
love
relationship requires that the partners
in the relationship be willing to
sacrifice for one another at times.
Almsgiving is sharing the blessings
that God has given us. Lenten
almsgiving leads us to be more
generous people. Generosity to one
another is surely important in human
relationships of love. A good way to
approach Lent is to see it as a time for
us to discipline ourselves with the
purpose of growing in love for God
and for others. Lent is our annual time
to grow as disciples of Jesus.
I encourage you in the next few days
to make a plan for your own
observance of Lent. Commit yourself
to use each of the Lenten disciplines prayer, fasting, and almsgiving - in
some way during this season. Some
suggestions for activities in each of
these areas are elsewhere in the
bulletin. I especially encourage
everyone to use one of the resources
that provide brief daily reflections
during Lent – the Little Black Books
and Matthew Kelly’s BestLentEver

program are examples. I invite
everyone who is able to attend as
many nights as possible of the Lenten
Mission that Fr. Michail Ford will
lead on February 26, 27, and 28. Let’s
pray for one another this Lent, asking
God’s help to grow as Christ’s
disciples in this special season.
On another topic, a mailing for our
annual Parish Raffle recently has been
sent to all our parishioners. I invite
your support for the raffle that is an
important part of our funding of the
regular ministries here at St. Stephen.
A $500 early bird winner will be
drawn at the floor signing for the new
parish life center on February 25.
Finally, I have a correction on the
floor signing for the parish life center
on February 24 and 25. Because of
safety concerns (all the railings for
the stairs leading to the main entrance
to the center will not yet be installed),
the only way to enter the new center
will be through the meeting room
wing. There are no steps going from
the meeting room wing to the new
center, so the center will be
wheelchair accessible. I look forward
to having our parishioners see this
new center.
May God bless you and your loved
ones.
Fr. Jay

Annual Catholic Appeal
At Mass this weekend we will have another opportunity to respond to the Annual Catholic
Appeal. The appeal supports parishes and schools serving poor communities; youth, young
adult, campus, and adult religious education ministries; continuing education for seminarians
and priests and for lay volunteers and staff serving in our parishes; activities that promote
respect for life at all stages; evangelization and liturgical programs; programs for marriage
and family ministries; the Chicago Fire and Police department chaplaincies; and assistance for
the poor and vulnerable overseas through Catholic Relief Services. Funds raised in excess of
our parish goal come back to the parish for use in local ministries. For those who have not yet
had an opportunity to make a commitment to the Annual Catholic Appeal, you will have an
opportunity today. Your generosity in support of the work of our Church is appreciated.

From our Associate Pastor
Dotknięci trądem
Na rekolekcjach odprawianych w niewielkiej grupie uczestnicy odczytywali teksty Pisma św. mówiące o trądzie.
Wieczorem dzielili się swoimi odkryciami. Jedna z uczestniczek, nie mówiąc o sobie, zwróciła uwagę na dziecko
niechciane, odrzucone przez rodziców, któremu wmówiono, że nie może być kochane. W sercu tego dziecka została
zakodowana biała plama trądu w taki sposób, że nie umie ono kochać. Gdy inni uczestnicy rekolekcji zapytali, czy
dziecko niechciane nie może drogą spotkania z Jezusem szukać uleczenia ze swego nieszczęścia, nasza bohaterka
odpowiedziała nieśmiało: „Najczęściej takie dziecko nie wierzy nawet w to, że Chrystus chciałby je uleczyć. Nie wierzy,
bo w tej wierze byłoby jego uleczenie. Byłaby pewność, że Jezus je kocha. Zniszczona zdolność miłości człowieka rzutuje
i na spostrzeganie miłości Boga do człowieka”. Są ludzie, którym bardzo trudno uwierzyć, że ich ktokolwiek kocha,
nawet Bóg, mimo że dzień i noc niczego innego nie pragną tylko tego, by ich ktoś pokochał i wzniecił w nich wiarę, że i
oni potrafią kochać.
Odważną książką, w której autorka spogląda w głąb swojego życia, nazwał rzecznik Watykanu Joaquín Navarro-Valls
opublikowane w 2004 r. wyznania Aleksandry Borghese, znanej włoskiej dziennikarki. Książka Nowymi Oczami: Historia
mojego nawrócenia, podobnie jak droga wiary dziennikarki, rozpoczyna się od momentu spotkania z Leonardo
Mandadori, który stał się jej przyjacielem, a następnie wprowadził ją do Opus Dei. Pochodząca ze starej rzymskiej
rodziny arystokratycznej Aleksandra Borghese zaczęła coraz lepiej poznawać osobistości Kościoła Włoch i Watykanu, co
miało też wpływ na jej drogę dziennikarską, gdy zaproponowano jej posadę watykańskiego korespondenta
„Panoramy”.
– Dlaczego napisałam tą książkę? Gdy człowiek spotyka Jezusa Chrystusa w ewangelicznej refleksji, w Eucharystii i w
wielu innych doświadczeniach, jego życie zmienia się w sposób nieprawdopodobny - przekonuje dziennikarka.
– Patrząc z zewnątrz, moje życie za bardzo się nie zmieniło. Robię te same rzeczy, które robiłam wcześniej, ale patrzę na
nie nowymi oczami – wyznaje. Nie chcąc zatrzymać dla siebie tego, co stało się najpiękniejszym doświadczeniem jej
życia, Aleksandra Borghese postanowiła napisać książkę. – Chciałam użyć tę odrobinę talentu pisarskiego, który
posiadam, by podzielić się nim ze wszystkimi – tłumaczy.
Dzień uzdrowienia stał się niezapomniany dla trędowatego z dzisiejszej Ewangelii. Możemy sobie wyobrazić olbrzymią
radość człowieka, który do niedawna jeszcze był trędowatym. Jego radość była tak wielka, że pomimo upomnienia
Jezusa zaczął opowiadać i rozgłaszać wszędzie wieść o olbrzymim dobru, które go spotkało. Nie posiadał się ze szczęścia
i odczuwał potrzebę podzielenia się nim ze wszystkimi.
Każde nasze spotkanie z Chrystusem również jest niezapomniane. Uświadamia nam, że Jezus jako Zbawiciel ma moc
uzdrowić nie tylko rozpadające się ciało człowieka, ale i jego duszę. Jak trędowaty z Ewangelii, mamy ze swej strony
stać się apostołami głoszącymi Dobrą Nowinę i dzielić się wielkimi dobrami, które Pan uczynił w naszym życiu.

Human Concerns
February Gathering—St. Monica
Ministry of Compassion to the Family
On Monday, February 12th at 7 PM, the
St. Monica Ministry of Compassion for the
Family asks all interested in helping to
raise
awareness of the problem of
Domestic Violence to join in a prayer
service hosted by/at: St. Christina Catholic
Church / 111th & Christiana/Homan,
Chicago, IL. There will be a guest speaker from the Crisis
Center for South Suburbia along with a victim who will
share her experience with the community that is gathered,
followed by a prayer service. Refreshments to
follow. This event will be our February general gathering.

Benefit Bake Sale Rescheduled
Now February 17/18
Correction—The Benefit Bake Sale as
announced in last weekend’s bulletin and
outlined below has been rescheduled for the weekend of
February 17/18. The bulletin went to the printer before
the change could be made. We appreciate your
understanding in this matter.
On the weekend of February 17/18, parishioners of our
parish will be conducting a Benefit Bake Sale after all the
Masses in support of Ryszard Swiedrych, our Polish
organist, who is facing a difficult time. Treat yourself to
homemade cookies or sweets and you’ll be helping one of
St. Stephen’s own.
Thank you for your support of this Benefit Bake Sale and
please keep Ryszard, who has brought so much joy
through music to our parish, in your prayers.

Spiritual Life
February 11, 2018
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Brothers and sisters, whether you eat or drink, or whatever
you do, do everything for the glory of God.”
1 CORINTHIANS 10:31
Do a quick check of your priorities. Where does God rank in
that list? If He’s not first, you have some work to do. Putting
God first in everything helps us from putting other
“gods” (like our pride and ego, money and possessions to
name a few) before God. Before making a decision, ask
yourself if I’m doing this for the glory of God or for the
glory of me?

Sharing Our Treasure
Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of
St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage
payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our
monthly collections. Please consider making electronic
donations through Byline Bank or through GiveCentral.org
More information on how to make electronic donations is
available at at the back of the bulletin or on our website
www.ststephentinley.com

Give Central
Collections
1/28/18 January 2018
Regular Sunday
$21,532.50
$21,772.50
Kids
$39.11
Sharing
$226.00
$125.00
Christmas
$195.00
$1,000.00
Holy Mother of God
$60.00
$40.00
CJBS—Angel Fund
$3,943.86
Parish Life Center
$230.00
$1,359.00
St. Vincent de Paul
$2,040.00
PLC Ad Book
$50.00
PLC-Furnishings & Equipment
$5,125.00
TOTAL
$26,217.47
$31,511.50

Sunday and Holy Day Collections
January 2018
Year to Date
Actual
$131,662
$929,518
Budget
$113,000
$894,000
Surplus/(Shortfall)
$18,662
$35,518

The Holy Family Flowers were donated
in memory of Pat Power
for the week of February 11, 2018.
Requested by Dottie Power.

The following child recently received the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism at St. Stephen. Our parish community welcomes
her into our Catholic faith and congratulates her parents,
family, and godparents.
Kinsley Grace Vander Wal
Cold and Flu Season
In this particularly harsh cold and flu season, we offer some
guidelines to take care of ourselves and those we encounter.
If you are really sick, stay home. God and the church
understand.
If you are getting or getting over an illness, please do not
shake hands at the sign of peace, but simply offer a smile
and a kind word to those around you. If you are more
comfortable not shaking hands, similarly offer a smile and a
kind word to those around you.
Similarly, if you are getting or getting over an illness,
do not drink from the chalice during Communion. Feel
comfortable not receiving from the chalice if you have any
concerns. Receiving the host is fully receiving the
Eucharist. The priest, deacon, and ministers of communion
all use sanitizer before distributing the Eucharist. The
ministers of communion wipe the chalice after each person
receives.
Remember to wash your hands frequently and to cough into
your elbow. There is sanitizer near the entrances to church
for those who wish to use it.
Being considerate of others will help us to stay healthy.
Living Stations
The Branches Teen Ministry is looking for people to help
organize and perform in this year's Living Stations
performance. We are accepting of any person, ages 9 and
up. We are looking for people that are comfortable speaking
in front of a crowd. If you are not comfortable speaking, we
also a crowd roles to fill as well. We meet Sundays at
4:00pm in the church and practice for 1.5 to 2 hours.
Schedules are available from the youth minister, Kyle
Groves. If you have questions or interest, please contact
Kyle Groves at 708-324-2400 x149.
Sunday, February 18
10AM Family Mass | 11:30 AM Mass - Praise Band

Spiritual Life—Lent

Lord, guide us on your path.
The purpose of Lent is to restore relationships. In
our prayer we are to hearken to God's voice
speaking to us in our brokenness and to renew our
focus on doing God's will in our lives. In our
fasting we are to cultivate a new hunger for
forgiveness of our enemies and a renewed
compassion for those in need. In our almsgiving we
are to reach out to those bowed down by pain,
failure and grief, sharing the blessings that God has
given us.

Masses in English
8am, Noon, and 6:30pm
Mass in Polish
7:30pm
Services
7am, 3:30pm, and 5pm

Lenten Intentions
As part of our Lenten
observance, we invite everyone
to write a Lenten intention on
the cards that are available in
the narthex. Please write your
intentions and family name
(optional) on the card and
place the card in the basket marked intentions. These
intentions will then be placed on the crosses displayed in
the narthex. By posting our intentions on the crosses, we
show our willingness to reflect on the meaning of Lent.

Spiritual Life—Lent

Best Lent Ever

Lenten Mission

Don’t Give Up Chocolate for Lent
Lent comes every year. It’s meant to be a time
when we invite God to help us become the-best
-version-of-ourselves. But for many of us, Lent
isn’t a transformative experience. It’s just a time
when we give up chocolate or something else
we enjoy, then go back to it at Easter.
This year, you can change that with BEST
LENT EVER. You’ll receive daily emails with
short inspirational videos, practical tips for your
everyday life, and real-life stories to encourage
you in your journey. All you have to do is sign
up at:
DynamicCatholic.com/BestLent

Our 2018 Lenten mission will be held from Monday,
February 26 to Wednesday, February 28 at 7:30 PM
each evening. This year’s retreat master will be our
favorite visiting Dominican Friar, Fr. Mike Ford, O.P.
and the theme of this year’s mission will be “Lent: 40
Days of Discovery and Joy.” Monday and Tuesday
evening will be a wonderful mix of prayer, song, and
preaching building on a quote from an Ash Wednesday
homily of Pope Benedict XVI, “Lent is that season of
the Church year when Catholics the world over have the
opportunity to embrace the absolute certainty of God’s
love.” Once embraced, that certainty can lead us to a life
of love, joy, and service which can last a lifetime. Join
us to see how! The mission will conclude with Mass on
Wednesday evening.

Old Palms Needed for Ash Wednesday—Old palms are being collected in boxes in the narthex. The palms will be
burned for Ash Wednesday after the 8AM Mass on Tuesday, February 13 for those who wish to attend the burning
ceremony. Please do not put any plastic bags in these containers.
The Little Black Book is available to Parishioners in the narthex. All Catholics are asked to devote more time to prayer
during Lent and The Little Black Book can be used daily to help us spend time with the Lord. Please take one and use it
to pray daily during Lent. A $1 donation is requested to cover the cost of The Little Black Book which is based on the
writings of Bishop Ken Untener of the Diocese of Saginaw, Michigan.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament—Come and spend some of your quiet Lenten prayer time at Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament. Adoration is held in the Daily Chapel every Monday and Friday from 9:30am to 3:30pm (No
Benediction) and every Thursday from 8:30am with Rosary to 6:30pm with Benediction followed by Divine Mercy
Prayers. All are welcome.

Be reconciled to God.
Our loving God welcomes us back to be reconciled.

Reflection For the Day

Suggested Activity

Ash Wednesday
February 14

Thursday
February 15

Friday
February 16

Saturday
February 17

Return to the Lord, your
God.

Repent, the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.

My sacrifice is a contrite
spirit.

Teach me your ways,
O Lord.

Attend Mass or Services Read and follow The Little Attend the Stations of the
to receive ashes.
Black Book.
Cross on Fridays.

Resolve to make this
Lent the best ever.

Spiritual Life
A Plan for Lent
The traditional Lenten disciplines - prayer, fasting, and almsgiving - are all aimed at helping us to grow as disciples of Jesus.
Some possible ways to follow these disciplines are listed below. We invite you to make a personal plan for growing as
a disciple of Jesus this Lent.
Prayer: Use the resources for daily prayer and reflection that are available – Little Black Books, Matthew Kelly’s
BestLentEver online program; following the activities of the Lenten calendar in the bulletin, others. Read one chapter of the
Gospel each day. Try to attend daily Mass when you are able. Pray the rosary daily, either individually or as a family. Attend
the Stations of the Cross. Plan to attend the Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday services on the three days before
Easter.
Fasting: Give up some food or drink that you enjoy, e.g., candy, sweets, alcoholic beverages, as a sign of our need for God
above all things. Fast from a habit, e.g., being critical, that keeps you from following Christ fully. Give up TV or the Internet
one day a week to spend more time with your family. Observe the fasting and abstinence rules of the Church as a way to
identify with the poor and hungry.
Almsgiving: Take the money saved by giving up some favorite food and give it to the poor through the St. Vincent de Paul
society. Try to do an act of kindness for someone you meet each day - it can be as simple as an encouraging word. Give some
of your time to help someone in need - perhaps making a visit or a phone call to someone who is homebound or ill.
Make a plan for your Lenten observance using the three traditional Lenten activities of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
I will seek to grow as a disciple of Jesus by:
Prayer
Fasting
Almsgiving

Human Concerns
Confirmation Service Project for Our Veterans and the Homeless. Can you help?
What is the project?
In preparation for Confirmation, 7th grade students from St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr and St. Elizabeth Seton parishes
will participate in a service project to benefit the Illinois Veterans Home in Manteno, the St. Leo Veterans Campus in
Chicago, and PADS Ministry to the Homeless. This project involves the gathering of travel size toiletries and other easily
carried personal essentials for these guests. Our students will collect and gather these items and then meet at the end of
February to organize and package them.
How you can help:
If you would like to support this service project, please consider donating items from the suggested list below. Some of these
personal care items you may already have in your homes, otherwise they can be purchased for a dollar or so at discount
stores or other retailers in the health and personal care departments. Due to health care policies, all personal care items
must be new and unopened.
When to bring in your donations:
Items will be collected in boxes in the narthex up through Friday, February 23. Please put your items in a plastic bag and
mark it with the words “Service Project.” If you have any questions about this project, please contact the RE Office at St.
Stephen’s at
708-342-1544 or please see Deacon Bill Schultz or Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn.
Thank you in advance for your generosity for helping us to serve the veterans and the homeless.
Suggested Travel Size Items :
Baby Powder
Bottled water
Snack Size Cheese/Crackers
Combs
Dental floss
Denture cream

Deodorant bar soap
Face and hand moisturizer
Hand sanitizer
Life Saver candy
Lip balm
Mouthwash

Safety razor (Bic type)
Shaving gel or lotion
Pocket Size Tissues
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Zip lock bags

Optional Items:
Hand warmers
McDonald's Gift Cards
New gloves/socks/caps
New t-shirts
Rain ponchos
Purses (gently used ok)
Totes (gently used ok)

Parish Life

Mission Trip 2018—Save The Date
Harlan, Kentucky
July 1- July 7
Information Meeting on Sunday, February 25 at 7 PM
Room 125/126—After 6:15 PM Mass

Parish Life













Our Winter Stewardship Fair is this weekend. Stop
by the tables in the Narthex to meet members of our
parish ministries and groups. St. Stephen needs you!
Book Discussion—This Sunday, February 11 at
4:30pm we will have a book discussion on Matthew
Kelly’s book Perfectly Yourself. For those who
registered, please meet in the Large Meeting Room.
Ladies Social Club—Correction: The Ladies Social
Club will meet tomorrow, Monday, February 12 at 10
AM in Rooms 125/126, weather permitting. In case
of bad weather, please check with the office. A
member from the fire department will be our guest
speaker.
Our Metal Recycling Drive is next weekend,
February 17/18 on the parish grounds near the
garages. If very cold weather, an attendant won’t be
present, but you can leave your items. Items will be
picked up Monday.
The Kingdom is You Spiritual Renewal Weekend
is Saturday, March 3 and Sunday, March 4. There is
no overnight stay. Please join us for this informal,
faith sharing weekend presented by St. Stephen
parishioners. Adults 18 and up are invited to
participate. The cost is $10. All meals included. For
information, please contact Barbara Black at 708-466
-9962 or by email at barbara@ststephentinley.com
If you have an interest in enhancing our worship
experience here at St. Stephen, please consider joining the
Parish Worship Team. The Team gathers to plan and
enhance our worship experience throughout the liturgical
seasons. If interested, please contact Fr. Jay in the parish
office at 708-342-2400 or John and Pat Lisicich at 708429-1584 for further information.

Knights of Columbus’ 2018 Comedy Night

Help for One of Our Own
A benefit will be held on Saturday, February 24 from
6pm-10pm at Bourbon Street, 3359 W. 115th Street,
Merrionette Park, IL for Peggy Castro, a parishioner of
St. Stephen Parish. Peggy had a massive stroke. The
brain injuries she sustained from the stroke caused
paralysis on her left side of her body. She is currently in
rehab fighting hard to regain the use of her limbs and
learning to perform the day-to-day tasks. She will no
longer be able to work so the family income has been
cut in half. This benefit will help defray the rapidly
increasing medical bills the family is incurring.
Donations Needed:
We are in need of raffle basket donations, gift cards,
monetary donations, sports tickets and/or memorabilia,
and silent auction items for the benefit.
Event:
All are welcome to attend the benefit event. Tickets to
the event are $30 in advance and $40 at the door for
adults 21 and older and $10 in advance for children 20
and under and $20 at the door. Your ticket includes a
buffet style dinner with all the beer and wine you can
drink. Water, pop, and dessert also also included.
Contact Information:
Please contact Judi Vallejo if you are interested in
donating and/or purchasing tickets for the event or if you
have any questions. Email: valleju7@aol.com Phone:
708-471-6881
Thanking you in advance
of Peggy Castro and her family.

for

Saturday, February 24, 2018
Make time now for some Winter Blues Fun and come out
for a night of Food, Drinks, Fun and Laughter. Fr. C.C. Boyle Knights of Columbus council is
hosting their annual Comedy Night show on Saturday, February 24, 2018 in O’Connell Hall at the
St. George School. Ticket price is $40 per person which includes the show, dinner, dessert, beer,
wine, soda, water. We cannot allow any outside beverages to be brought in to the show. Doors
open at 6:30 PM; dinner is at 7 PM; show time is at 8:15 PM. Ticket sales are limited due to room
capacity so call early. Last year’s show sold out so please consider making your reservations soon.
NOTE: Due to a personal situation, Rocky LaPorte who was mentioned in earlier bulletin
announcements, has had to cancel for this year. We will have other professional and excellent
comedians entertaining us with good clean humor. Please join us for a fun filled evening. For
reservations or more information please call Don Clark at 708-532-8653. If there is no answer
please leave a message and we will call you back.

your

support

Human Concerns

Get your Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
School Gala Fundraiser tickets!
Date: Saturday, February 24
Time: 7:00pm-12:00am
Place: Tinley Park Convention Center
Price: $60
Includes: Plated dinner, dessert, soft drinks,
coffee
Silent auction using mobile bidding by Gesture,
live auction, basket raffles and dueling pianos –
Felix and Fingers
To Order Tickets: www.cjbgala18.gesture.com

Meeting/Event Calendar

Thursday, February 15

4:30pm—Children’s Choir (Church)

7:00pm—Mass (English) followed by Rosary (Chapel)

7:00pm—Praise Band (Church)
Friday, February 16

8:45am—Scripture Study (#126)

6:30pm—Stations of the Cross/English (Church)

7:30pm—Stations of the Cross & Mass/Polish (Church)
Saturday, February 17

Baby Nursing—#153

Narthex—Men’s Club Coupon Books , Benefit Bake Sale,
Veterans Collection

Metal Recycling—Parish Grounds

8:45am—B. Black Book Study (#126)

11:00am—First Holy Communion Retreat (Ed. Wing/
Chapel)

12:00pm—Polish Confirmation (Church) followed by
reception (125/126)
Sunday, February 18

Baby Nursing—#153

Narthex—Men’s Club Coupon Books , Benefit Bake Sale,
Veterans Collection

Metal Recycling—Parish Grounds

10:00am—Family Mass

10:00am—Growing With God (#162-167)

11:30am—Praise Band Leads Music at Mass

12:00pm—Polish Choir Practice (#156)

2:00pm—Lamentations (Polish)

3:00pm—Baptism

4:00pm—Living Stations (Church and Sacristy)

Sunday, February 11

Baby Nursing (#153)

Narthex—Stewardship Weekend, Veterans Collection

10:00am—Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church to
Ed. Wing)

11:00am—Parish Welcoming & Registration (LMR &
158/159
12:00pm—Polish Choir Practice (#156)

2:00pm—Kingdom Veterans Meeting (#125)

3:00pm—Baptism

4:00pm—Living Stations (Church & Sacristy)

4:30pm—Book Discussion (LMR)
Monday, February 12

10:00am—Ladies Social Club (#125/126)

6:00pm—Special Needs (#167)

7:30pm—Financial Planning (#126)

7:30pm—K. Mulica (LMR)
Tuesday, February 13

7:00pm—Kingdom Meeting (#126)

7:30pm—Highlanders (170-173)

7:30pm—Rosary (Daily Chapel)
Wednesday, February 14—Ash Wednesday

Please see the information listed elsewhere in the
bulletin for Mass and Service times.

Men’s Club Gatto’s Fundraiser

11:00am—Moms and Tots (#161)

Greeters’ Schedule—Weekend of February 17/18, 2018
Sat 5 PM
Deacon Dcn. Pete
Greeters Mary Berger
Mary Tafoya
Joan Beck
Jean Coughlin

Sun 7 AM
Dcn. Bob

Sun 8:30 AM
Dcn. Lucasz
Jim O’Donnell
Tom Mitus
Amparo Hughes
Danny Hughes

Sun 10 AM
Dcn. Lucasz
Chris Losey
Mark Losey
Dorothy Meyrick
Bob Meyrick

Parish 500 Club

Congratulations to following winners of the Parish 500
Club Raffle for the week of February 5, 2018.
$100 Winner: Larry Labriola #61
$25 Winner: Emily Johnson #79
St. Stephen Men’s Club
Dine-In or Carryout
2nd & 4th Wednesdays
of the month
15% Donation (before tax)
Present this coupon to
your server.

Sun 11:30 AM
Dcn. Pete
Judy Kluchins
Jackie Szymanski
Theresa Buckley
Terri Buckley

Sun 1:00 PM

Sun. 6:15 PM
Dcn. Joe

Prayer Requests

Parishioners’ names will be read at Mass
for four weeks and listed in the bulletin
for 60 days. Immediate family members
are asked to call after four weeks if you
wish to still have the name read at Mass.
Names of non-parishioners who are
immediate family members of our parishioners will be
read at Mass for two weeks and listed in the bulletin for
two weeks.
To be added to our prayer list, please contact Deacon Pete
Van Merkestyn at the Parish Office.
Parishioners who are hospitalized and in need of Pastoral
Care should contact the Parish Office and/or Deacon Pete
Van Merkestyn.

Prayers of the Faithful
Mass Intentions
Time
Intention
Requested by:
Sunday, February 11
7:00am For the Parish
Michael Janda
Dolores Yankielux
8:30am Stanley Mitus
Tom Mitus
Joe Onak
Frank and Mary Werr
10:00am Ellen Adams
M/M R. Lindenmeyer
Jozef Orawiec
Family
11:30am Ginny LoConte
Young Family
Tammy Burns
Staff of St. Stephen
1:00pm Za Dusze w Czysćcu Cierpiące
Mary Wozniak
Family
6:15pm Christopher Cascone
Joseph Cascone
Monday, February 12
8:00am Roger Johnson, Jr.
Emily Johnson
Wieslaw Wrobel
Adult Altar Servers
Tuesday, February 13
8:00am John Lynch
Friend
Gladys Richardson
Dcn. Pete & Jan Van Merkestyn
Wednesday, February 14—Ash Wednesday
8:00am Don Daley
Bern Daley
Sam LaMargo
Lucy LaMargo
12:00pm Monica Kreten
Bob and Nancy Belling
Tammy Burns
Dcn. Pete & Jan Van Merkestyn
6:30pm Charlie Freed
Jennie Freed
Chuck Blunk
Jennie Freed
Thursday, February 15
8:00am Purgatorial Society
Monica Kreten
Noreen Galvin
7:00pm Eileen Szewczyk
Barbara Black
Thomas J. Henaghan, Jr.
Henaghan Family
Friday, February 16
8:00am Ella Germino
Edgar & Levi Dometita
Christopher Cascone
RE Staff
Esther Stratton
Jackie Davidson
Saturday, February 17
8:00am Monica Kreten
Deanching Family
John Regan
Mary Graves
5:00pm Joann Matthes
Mary Tafoya
Steve and Joe Yanko
Family
Jim Dwyer
Marilyn Dwyer
Elaine Catuara
Rosemarie Kerns
Eleanor Prendergast
Jean Coughlin
Cynthia Santillan
Shawl Ministry
Sunday, February 18 –First Sunday of Lent
7:00am For the Parish
Christopher Cascone
Joseph Cascone
8:30am Frank Wojtkowski, Jr.
Carol Fornek
Jozef Sopiarz
Sopiarz Family
10:00am Sablick & Vasek Family
Vasek Family
Halina Kelso-Leonard
Family
11:30am Raymond Norbot
Family
Dolores Preston
Barbara Black
1:00pm Za Dusze w Czysćcu Cierpiące
Maria Kaczmarczyk
Maria Podgorska Zrodzina
6:15pm Marita Round
Gayle Kick
Joseph Pumo
Daughter

For those who are sick and in need of healing from our
Divine Healer:
Martin Bennet
Kathie Brosius
Don Bryar
Peggy Castro
Joanne Chess
Karen Cole
Guy Conlin
Dorothy Conroy
Matt Creen
Ken Dellorto
Bridget Dougal
Dylan Dryer
Bill Dunlap
Bill Galvin
Ella Gibson

Sharon Grill
Larry Hersh
Karen Judycki
Rex Knapp
Paul Kubinski
Dave Newquist
Deacon Pablo Perez
William Reed
Joe and Joan Ricciuti
Ed Rice
Bently Starek
Rachel Swallow
Richey Swiedrych
Kelly Weiss

And for all those for whom our parish is asked to pray.

For the active duty military from our parish who serve our
nation:

L/Cpl Benjamin Brasher
Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro
Major Vincent Cesaro
Capt. Michael Chimienti
PV2 Joseph Clavio
LCMR Amanda Griffith
Jacob Elliott USN
Sgt. Evan Grober
Capt. Michael Gryczka

Lt. Dan Kniaz
Tsgt. Laura Langley
Ssgt. Carl Langley
Sgt. Joseph Malone
Capt. Christopher Mazurek
Sgt. Matthew O'Boyle
LCDR Marilyn Walsh
Major Thomas Walsh

Dorothy Conroy

Deacon Tom McGorey

Raymond Hagen

William Reed

Ralph Johnson

John Ryan

Ways to Support the Ministry of St. Stephen Parish








GiveCentral—Through www.GiveCentral.org parishioners can make automatic donations at the time and frequency
they chose. Donating through GiveCentral is a way to simplify your giving and is environmental friendly. Signing up only
takes a few minutes. Go to our parish website www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Donate Now button at the
bottom of the page. Donations through GiveCentral are processed via your credit card or bank card and at the frequency
you choose.
Electronic Donations—St. Stephen accepts electronic donations through Byline Bank. To begin this method of donating,
you will need to complete and sign the authorization form and attached a voided check, and bring the items to the Parish
Office. The authorization form is located on our website under Support/Sunday Giving.
Envelopes—Registered parishioners can also choose to receive weekly envelopes. Envelope packets are mailed out every
other month.
Wills and Trusts—Please consider remembering St. Stephen Parish through your will or trust. Details area available on
our website.

Bulletin Submissions
If your parish group or ministry would like to submit a bulletin article, please send your submissions to the following email
address: bulletin@ststephentinley.com Our deadline for submissions is the Wednesday, 11 days prior to the bulletin’s
publication date. Please include a contact name, email address, and phone number when making a submission.

