
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish. 

 



 Our Parish School—Cardinal Bernardin 

Principal—Ms. Mary Iannucilli  

Address:  9250 W. 167th Street  Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525  School Fax:  708.403.8621                                                              

Website: cjbschool.org            Email: info@cjbschool.org 

 Our Staff 

Stewardship: Sharing Our Treasure 

Address: 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487                                                                                                                                                             

Office Hours:  

Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-6pm; Sat Noon-5pm; 

Closed Mon-Friday from 12:30-1pm.                        

Office Phone: 708.342.2400  

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Website: www.ststephentinley.com                                              

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com 

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by 

noon on Wednesday, 11 days prior to bulletin’s publication 

date.  

 Parish Office 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                                
Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                                                               

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                            

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                          

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

Religious Education Office 

Director of Religious Education—Sandi Morgan              

Assoc. Director of Religious Education—Leslie Krauledis 

Admin. Assistant for Religious Education—Joann Buryj          

Religious Education Secretary—Patti Parker                      

Phone: 708.342.1544                             

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through     

the Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. 

Appointments with our parish counselor Michele L. 

Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact 

Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of help, please 

contact St. Stephen’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry through 

the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program,       

St. Stephen offers English and Polish support groups. 

Please contact the parish office for more information.  

For those in need... 

Robert Conlin Joseph Stalcup Deacons: 

William Engler Pete Van Merkestyn  

Chuck McFarland Kenneth Zawadzki  

William Schultz   

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

 January 2017 Year to Date 

Actual $130,704 $835,075 

Budget $149,875  $894,625  

Surplus/(Shortfall) ($19,171) ($59,550) 

Daily Mass—Monday through Saturday at 8am 

Mass of Anticipation—Saturday at 5pm 

Sunday Masses—7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30am, and     

6:15pm in English; 1:00pm in Polish 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English 

and 1pm in Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish 

office for the necessary preparations. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 

8:45am—9:30am  in the church or by appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of 

the weddings of both registered parishioners and the 

children of registered parishioners. Information is available 

from one of the priests or deacons. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or 

homebound parishioners can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg 

at the parish office or Barbara Black at 708-466-9962. 

Mass Times and Sacraments 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of       

St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage 

payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our 

monthly collections.  

 

Please consider making electronic donations through 

Byline Bank or through Give Central. Electronic and online 

donations can be scheduled at the frequency you choose.                        

For more information, please go to our website 

www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Giving tab. 

Also, please consider remembering your parish when 

preparing your will.  

Collections                                      

For 02-26-2017 

Regular $20,639.00  

Kids $32.74  

Sharing  $542.00  

Christmas $60.00  

Immaculate Conception $15.00  

Holy Mother of God $15.00  

Assumption $10.00  

Parish Life Center $250.00  

Candles $404.00  

Catholic Schools Week $39.00  

Lent Black Books $356.00  



From Our Pastor  
 

D ear People of St. Stephen, 

This week’s gospel is         

the story of an awe-inspiring 

experience of the presence of 

God. Jesus is transfigured before 

the eyes of Peter, James, and John 

and reveals the glory of God to 

the apostles. Their experience of 

Jesus’ Transfiguration inspired 

what we called as I was growing 

up “fear of the Lord.” This “fear 

of the Lord” is for me a very 

important quality for people of 

faith today, but one that I now 

understand in a far different way 

from when I was growing up. The 

fear that Jesus inspires in the 

Transfiguration event is the sense 

of our own smallness in the face 

of the glory of God. Peter, James, 

and John experienced a great 

sense of awe and wonder as the 

glory of Jesus was revealed.          

It was such a powerful and 

wonderful experience that Peter 

wants to preserve it by building 

tents for Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. 

It was one of those all too rare 

moments in life when everything 

seems to come together and 

human beings experience the joy 

and power of being embraced by 

love. Life came together, and 

Peter wanted to preserve that 

sense of union with God and with 

all creation. The Transfiguration 

was an experience that had to be a 

help for the apostles as they went 

through the time of Jesus 

suffering and death. It was also an 

experience that they did not          

fully understand until after the 

Resurrection. The Transfiguration 

reminds us of something very 

important to living faith in our 

modern world; we are reminded 

of the awe and wonder of God, the 

God who is above all our 

experience. In our culture we can 

easily be tempted to make the self 

the center of life and meaning. 

With all the progress of modern 

science, it is easy to feel that we 

human beings can have control of 

life. Yet the very progress of 

science that so broadens our 

understanding of the universe can 

also increase our awe and wonder 

at the vast expanse of the universe 

that God has created. “Awe and 

wonder” is for me a better way to 

express the virtue of  “fear of the 

Lord.” Awe and wonder help us to 

affirm that God is the author and 

center of life. God is the center of 

meaning and values, not me. Our 

awesome, wondrous God is         

fully revealed in Jesus. In the 

Transfiguration event the voice of 

God the Father from heaven 

points to Jesus and calls the 

apostles and us to “Listen to 

Him.” Jesus reveals a God who 

loves us so much that he embraces 

our human life and died and rose 

for us to give us life. Our 

awesome God strongly desires to 

give us life. The Lord’s love 

inspires awe at His majesty, not 

fear, and inspires reverence                               

that moves us to keep God at the 

center of our lives. Prayer and 

fasting, two of the traditional 

activities of Lent, are ways for us 

to cultivate the reverence and awe 

for God that is so essential to 

living our faith. Prayers of 

gratitude remind us that all we 

have, all of life, is a gift from 

God. Prayers of praise remind us 

of the majesty of God and of the 

Lord’s great love for us. Fasting 

reminds us that nothing is more 

important than the Lord. Lent is     

a time to heighten our efforts           

to follow the command of          

the voice from heaven in                   

the Transfiguration story—the 

command to listen to Jesus and to 

find direction and meaning for our 

lives from our loving, life-giving 

Lord. 

May God bless you and your 

loved ones. 

Fr. Jay 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Dispensation 
St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, falls on a Friday this year. Cardinal Cupich has given a general 
dispensation to Catholics from abstaining from meat on this day. Instead, Catholics in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago who choose to make use of this general dispensation are asked to 
substitute another form of penance for the Lenten Friday abstinence.  

 



From Our Associate Pastor 

Polish to English Translation: Przewodnik pilnie potrzebny 

 Zwiedzając muzea, ruiny, miejsca historyczne, potrzebujemy 
przewodnika, który nas oprowadzi, wyjaśni fakty historyczne. 
Sami przecież nie musimy znać historii danego miejsca. 
Podobnie potrzebujemy przewodnika w naszej wierze, w 
rozumieniu i stosowaniu  wiary. 

 Dla nas, chrześcijan, takim przewodnikiem jest miłość i 
poznanie prawd wiary.  Miłość otwierająca nam radość 
istnienia, wielość w jedności, łączność we wspólnocie i 
rozumieniu, to miłość, którą przeżywamy w rodzinie, we 
wspólnocie, w prawdzie. Nam jednak dzisiaj objawia się 
miłość Ojcowska, Wielka, Boża, Miłość przez duże M, 
powodująca, że mamy cel, mamy wyznaczoną drogę i 
czujemy, że  jesteśmy kochani, upragnieni, oczekiwani. 

 Ale żeby tak było, żebyśmy poczuli to wszystko, dobrze 
wsłuchajmy się w dzisiejsze czytania, Ewangelię i chociaż przez 
chwilę oczyma wyobraźni stańmy pośród tych, o których 
teksty traktują. Wejdźmy w rolę Abrahama i poczujmy jego 
wielką uległość wobec słów Boga, wyczujmy jego wielką 
rozwagę, a jednocześnie wielką bojaźń wobec Boga, który 
chcąc ustanowić go Ojcem narodu, każe mu iść do 
wskazanego przez Siebie kraju. W jednej chwili Abraham musi 
zostawić dom rodzinny, kraj w którym dorastał, by wypełnić 
wolę Boga. Wyrzeczenie się wszystkiego, z czym do tej pory 
miał do czynienia, pójście na (w naszym ludzkim rozumieniu) 
poniewierkę, bez świadomości tego, co zastanie, świadczy o 
wielkim bohaterstwie Abrahama, ale także o posłuszeństwie i 
miłości. 

 Święty Paweł, jakby w konsekwencji czytania o Abrahamie, 
kieruje do nas słowa, które trudno pominąć: „weź udział w 
trudach i przeciwnościach znoszonych dla Ewangelii według 
mocy Boga!”( 2 Tm 1,8b). Jakby chciał nam przekazać, że 
warto dla prawdy, miłości i posłuszeństwa ponieść wszelkie 
trudy, boć one to doprowadzą nas przed oblicze Pana. Pana, 
który z Miłości dał nam szansę na powtórne spotkanie się z 
Bogiem poprzez „naszego Zbawiciela, Chrystusa Jezusa, który 
przezwyciężył śmierć, a na życie i nieśmiertelność rzucił 
światło przez Ewangelię” (2 Tm 1,10b). 

 Właśnie ową Miłość ukazuje nam Ewangelia, mówiąca dzisiaj 
o Objawieniu się Jezusa Chrystusa apostołom przez Niego 
wybranym. Chrystus chciał, by stali się świadkami wielkiej 
Chwały jeszcze za życia, jak również by usłyszeli bezpośrednio 
słowa Boga Ojca: „To jest mój Syn miłowany, w którym mam 
upodobanie, Jego słuchajcie!” (Mt 17,5b). Te słowa powinny 
nam towarzyszyć przez cały tegoroczny Wielki Post, abyśmy w 
oczekiwaniu Paruzji mieli w pamięci Miłość Boga, 
Posłuszeństwo Syna i Nadzieję daną nam przez Ducha 
Świętego. 

 Panie, pozwól nam wytrwać w Wielkim Poście w 
posłuszeństwie i miłości do Boga, który nam pokazuje 
kierunek drogi do Siebie. 

Guide Urgently Needed 

When we visit museums, ruins, or historical sites, we need a 

guide who will explain things to us. Similarly, sometimes we 

need a guide in the meaning and application of our faith. 

For us Christians, we are guided by love. Christian love unites 

us and it is what connects us to our community, It is the 

same love that we experience when we are part of a family. 

Today the love of the Father is revealed and is among us 

now. It is what unites us in our faith and it is how we know 

what is expected from us in our actions. 

Today's readings and the Gospel guide us, as we imagine 

what this love is about. Let us take the role of Abraham, for 

instance, and his faith in the words of God. Abraham was 

asked by God to go to the country. In an instant, Abraham 

had to leave the family home and the country where he grew 

up, to fulfill the will of God. He had to leave everything he 

had known up until then, without knowing what he would 

find. God tells him, “I will make of you a great nation and I 

will bless you” not knowing what this would mean exactly.  

This is a testament to the great heroism of Abraham, but also 

his obedience and love for God.   

In the second reading, St. Paul, directs us with words that are 

hard to ignore: "Bear your share of hardship for the gospel 

with the strength that comes from God" (2 Timothy 1,8b). 

This reading tells us that it is worth following the truth in the 

Gospel and that our love and obedience to the word will 

provide us the strength. The reading goes on to say, “our 

Savior Christ Jesus, who destroyed death and brought life 

and immortality to light through the gospel” will be our guide 

to understand how to survive our hardships. 

In today’s Gospel, we read about the Revelation of Jesus 

Christ, to his apostles. Christ wanted his apostles to become 

witnesses of the great glory of God while He was still alive.  

He wanted Peter, James, and John to hear directly the word 

of God the Father: "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased; listen to him!" (Mt 17,5b). These are the words 

that should accompany us throughout this year's Lent in 

anticipation of the Resurrection. God's love, the obedience of 

the Son and the hope given to us by the Holy Spirit helps us 

persevere in Lent. It is in this obedience and love of God that 

we are guided in the direction to the Lord. 



Spiritual Life 

Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. 

Śzczepana                                                                                                                                                   

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim 

jest o godz. 1PM           

-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of  6:30-7:30pm 

Msza o 7:30pm                                                                                                                                              

-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm                                                             

-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura 

parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 

Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program 

The Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program sign ups are at 

the back of church on the ushers’ table. At each Mass on 

Saturday evening or Sunday, a family, couple, or 

individual will be invited to come forward after 

communion to receive the Vocation Prayer Cross and a 

special prayer. In taking the cross, they commit 

themselves to praying the vocation prayer in thanksgiving 

for all those generously sharing in Church ministry and in 

asking God for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, 

diaconate, religious life, and lay Church ministries. 

Everyone is invited to participate in this program. The 

prayer can be found below. The commitment is to pray 

this prayer daily as an individual or as a family. We thank 

you for praying for an increase in vocations to Church 

service.  

 

Stewardship Reflection 

Second Sunday of Lent  

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your 

father’s house to a land that I will show you.”           

GENESIS 12:1 

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and to 

follow Him, placing our complete trust in Him. Some of 

the old ways that we may have to struggle to leave behind 

might be materialism, selfishness, and greed. Yet God 

promises to show us a new land and a better way to live. 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

GOD OUR FATHER, we thank You for calling men 
and women to serve in Your Son’s Kingdom as 
priests, deacons, and consecrated persons. Send 
Your Holy Spirit to help others to respond 
generously and courageously to Your call. May 
our community of faith support vocations of 
sacrificial love in our youth and young adults. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Who lives and 
reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Holy Family Flowers                          

were donated in memory of                

Pamela Budney Brink                           

for the week of March 12, 2017.   

Sponsored by Mom, Ellen, and Karen. 

Easter Memorial Flowers 

For Easter, the Arts & Environment 

Committee beautifully decorates the 

Easter altar and the church with flowers 

and greenery. These flowers remind us 

that Easter is a time to celebrate 

Christ’s triumph over death. Our parishioners are invited 

to honor loved ones and friends who have passed away 

by making a donation for Easter flowers in their names. 

Pink Easter flower memorial envelopes are now available 

at the back of church on the usher’s table. Please return 

your completed pink envelope either in the collection 

basket or to the parish office no later than Friday, 

March 31. The names of those remembered will be listed 

in the Easter bulletin. If you have any questions, please 

contact the parish office.  

 



 

Masses during Lent: 

 Daily 8am; Every Thursday at 7pm in the Daily Chapel 

(English); Every Friday at 8:15pm (Polish) 

 Sunday Liturgy:  Saturdays at 5pm; Sundays at 7am, 

8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, 6:15pm (English);               

1pm (Polish) 

 

Stations of the Cross: 

 Every Tuesday at 8:45am (Daily Chapel)             

 Every Friday at 6:30pm (Church, English) 

 Every Friday at 7:30pm (Church, Polish) 

 

Reconciliation: 

 This Sacrament is available every Saturday from 

8:45am-9:30am (Bi-lingual). 

 In addition, we will have confessions on:  

 Saturday, April 8 from 8:45 – 10am  

 Monday, April 10 from 7:30 – 8:30pm 

 Tuesday 11 from 7:30 – 8:30pm 

 Thursday April 13 from 11am – 12 Noon 

 

There will be no confessions heard on Holy Saturday. 

 

Lenten Reconciliation Service: 

 April 4, 2017 at 7:00pm 

St. Stephen Parish Lenten Schedule 

Abstinence 

Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics 

14 years old and older on all Fridays during Lent.  

Lenten Intentions 

As part of our Lenten observance, we invite everyone to 

write a Lenten intention on the cards that are available in 

the narthex. Please write your intentions and family name 

(optional) on the card and place the card in the basket 

marked intentions. These intentions will then be placed on 

the crosses displayed in the narthex. By posting our 

intentions on the crosses, we show our willingness to 

reflect on the meaning of Lent. 

Lenten Email Program 

Dynamic Catholic again offers a free daily email program 

called “Best Lent Ever.®” The program is based on 

Matthew Kelly’s bestseller Rediscover Jesus. Each day 

you’ll get an inspirational email with a short video 

featuring  Matthew Kelly and a member of the Dynamic 

Catholic Team. Sign up  at DynamicCatholic.com/Lent  

Lenten Reflections by Bishop Barron 

A link to Bishop Barron’s Lenten Reflections                     

are available on our website www.ststephentinley.com 

This is a wonderful way to spend a few quiet moments 

and renew your spirit. Inspired by what you’ve read? You 

can share these Lenten Reflections with friends and family 

via your social media accounts, too.  

  "Rise and do not be afraid."                                                                                                                                                                    

With Your grace Lord, I place my trust in You, as I go forth fearlessly to do Your will. 

Week 2 
Sunday        

March 12 

Monday          

March 13 

Tuesday         

March 14 

Wednesday         

March 15 

Thursday          

March 16 

Friday          

March 17 

Saturday         

March 18 

Reflection 

For the Day: 

Save us Lord, 

from our  

distress. 

Our God is 

compassionate. 

The Lord will 

make great    

nations. 

The Lord's words 

are to be trusted 

Lord, your love 

fills the earth. 

Jesus, show us 

your face. 

This is my      

beloved Son, 

listen to Him. 

Suggested 

Activity: 

Attend Mass 

with family. 

Be loving and 

kind to others. 

Pray for our    

religious and  

political leaders. 

Say a kind word to 

a stranger today. 

Show love to  

your enemies. 

Celebrate             

St. Patrick's Day -

Patron of Ireland. 

Pray for the   

children         

confirmed today. 

Spiritual Life—Lent 2017 

Renewing Relationships 
The purpose of Lent is to restore relationships. In our prayer, we are to hearken to God's voice speaking to us in 

our brokenness and to renew our focus on doing God's will in our lives. In our fasting we are to cultivate a new 

hunger for forgiveness of our enemies and a renewed compassion for those in need. In our almsgiving we are to 

reach out to those bowed down by pain, failure, and grief, sharing the blessings that God has given us. 

Foot Washing 

On Holy Thursday, April 13 at the 7:30pm Mass, we will 

be having the traditional Washing of the Feet as part of our 

service. We invite both adults and children to participate. 

There will be a sign up sheet at the ushers’ table at the 

back of the Church. 



Spiritual Life 

The Rosary Group 

The world is in need of prayer. Join us in the 

daily chapel the second and last Tuesday of each 

month at 7:30 PM to pray the Rosary and the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet. Our meetings in March 

are Tuesday, March 14 and Tuesday, 

March 28. All are welcome.  

 Honor or Remember a Loved One 

If you would like to sponsor the Sanctuary 

candle or the Holy Family flowers for a 

special occasion or for a memorial, please 

stop by the parish office. Reservations are 

now open through December 2017. A recommended 

donation of $50 is requested. Weekly bouquets will be 

seasonal, fresh-cut flowers provided by Hearts and 

Flowers Florist in Tinley Park. 

If you have any questions, please contact the parish 

office at 708-342-2400. 

Adult Faith Formation during Lent 

This Lent we will have two different offerings for adult 

faith formation.  

The first will be a talk by Missionary 

of the Precious Blood, Fr. Kevin Scalf, 

who will speak about Renewing Our 

Relationships with Christ and Others. 

This first evening will take place in the 

church on Thursday, March 23 at 7pm. 

Fr. Scalf was ordained to the 

priesthood on June 13, 2009. He holds a Master of Arts 

degree in theology, a Master of Arts in Biblical Studies, 

and a Master of Arts in Divinity. He is currently the 

Chair of the Religious Studies Department at Calumet 

College of St. Joseph where is both a teacher and an 

administrator. 

The second offering will be a communal reconciliation 

service which will be held on Tuesday, April 4 at 7pm.  

The evening will consist of prayers, an examination of 

conscience, and individual reconciliation. We hope that 

you will be able to attend! 

Scripture Study 

Parishioners are invited to join our 

scripture study on Friday mornings in 

Room 126 from 8:45  AM until 10 

AM. You can join at any time. We are 

a very welcoming group, we learn from each other and 

from our facilitator, and have meaningful, interesting, 

and at times fun discussions. This class is for you 

whether you are new to Scripture or not. If you would 

like more information please contact Tom Mitus                

by phone at 708-479-6980 or by e-mail at 

tomsfo@comcast.net  

 

A Prayer for Job Seekers 

Gracious and loving God, you know our need for 

meaningful work. Send your Holy Spirit to guide 

those who are searching for employment. Help them 

to recognize the gifts and talents you have given 

them. Deepen their desire to follow your will. 

Inspire them as they contact potential employers.  

Give them patience as they wait for responses. 

Shelter them from feelings of rejection. Protect them 

from discouragement    Shower on them the graces 

they need to persevere. Let this time of searching 

become an opportunity to grow in faith, to cultivate 

the virtue of hope, and to experience your healing 

love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The discussion session on Matthew 

Kelly’s book Resisting Happiness will 

conclude on Sunday, March 12 at 

4:30pm. Father Jay will lead the 

discussion. Everyone is invited to 

participate. The discussion on the 12th 

will cover chapters 29 through 36.  

 

Resisting Happiness Book Discussion 



Are you looking for a spiritually enriching experience this Lent? 

The answer is the Kingdom Renewal Weekend. It is an informal, faith-sharing weekend 

presented by St. Stephen parishioners. You will hear the stories of the presenters’ faith journeys, 

join in prayer, have time for personal reflection, and conversation with attendees.  

This year’s Kingdom Renewal Weekend will take place at St. Stephen Parish on Saturday, April 

1 from 7:30am—8:30pm and on Sunday, April 2 from 7:45am—4pm. There is no overnight stay. 

All adults (18 years and older; any marital status) are invited to attend.  

Registration for the Kingdom Renewal Weekend is now open. Please complete the registration 

form below and return it along with a $10 registration fee to the Parish Office to the attention of Barbara Black by 

Tuesday, March 28.  

Or, you can now also register and pay online at www. ststephentinley.com   

Tip: At the top of St. Stephen’s home page, click on the Formation tab. When the drop down menu appears, 

click on 2017 Kingdom Renewal Weekend page and follow the prompts.  

If you have any questions about Kingdom Weekend, please contact Barbara Black at 708.466.9962 or by email at 

barbara@ststephentinley.com 

2017 Kingdom Weekend Registration Form 

Name: 

Email: 

Best phone number to reach you: 

Check if transportation is needed:      To the event      From the event         Both ways                      

Please provide emergency contact information for someone not living with you: 

Name:                                                                                   Phone number: 

Please select your lunch preference. (Check one.) 

Sandwich:        Ham        Turkey      Beef            Salad:      Grilled Chicken     Julienne 

Checks should be made payable to St. Stephen Catholic Church. The fee is $10 per person. 
03122017 

Kingdom Weekend—April 1 & April 2, 2017 

St. Stephen Parish would like to extend a warm welcome to our new parishioners who 

registered during the month of January. We are so glad you are here! 

Dale & Lynn Bettenhausen Adam & Agnieszka Kwak Kevin & Erin Paulish Harold Schalimo 

Andrew & Melissa Costa Brian & Mariza Mazur Nicholas & Stacey Pytell Marek & Maria Siglowy 

Joseph & Katherine Duffy Timothy & Mary Louise Moore Ryan & Dana Sadowski Therese Strezo 

Robert & Sally Hartford Raymond & Gabrielle Panfil Mark & Anne Marie Schaaf Mark & Sharon Vilimek 

Robert & Patricia Johnson    

Parish Life  



  Ladies’ Social Club—Meeting on March 15                                          

The St. Stephen’s Ladies Social Club will hold its next 

meeting on Wednesday, March 15 at 10am in Rooms 

125/126. Please feel free to join us for a pleasant hour of 

coffee and fellowship. All ladies of St. Stephen Parish are 

invited to join our Ladies’ Social Club. Come join us to 

make some new friends and meet an old friend or two.   

  Metal Recycling Drive—Weekend of March 18/19  

Our monthly recycling drive in support of our Parish Life 

Center will be held Saturday, March 18 from               

4:30-6:15pm and Sunday, March 19 from 7:30am-1pm. 

Please place empty metal cans into sealed plastic garbage 

bags. Donations can be dropped off by the truck or van 

near the garages. An attendant will be available to assist 

you. Thank you for your generous recycling donations. 

To date we have collected over $11,300 towards our 

Parish Life Center. If you have items that are too large to 

bring (i.e. washing machines, dryers, stoves, etc.), please 

contact Andy Deluca by phone at 708-606-3755 to 

arrange for pickup. 

  St. Joseph Dinner—Saturday, March 25 

Come break bread with us! All are invited to our              

St. Joseph Dinner on Saturday, March 25 at 6pm. Tickets 

are on sale in the parish office. A limited number of 

tickets are still available, so please stop by the parish 

office soon if you intend to purchase a ticket. Please 

note—no tickets will be sold at the door. Tickets are 

$15 per adult; $8 per child ages 5-12; Children aged 4 and 

under are free. Our St. Joseph Dinner will feature food 

from Athens Catering including: antipasto salad, 

mostaccioli, eggplant parmesan, lemon Grecian chicken, 

Vesuvio Italian sausage/peppers/onions/potatoes, 

meatballs, Polish sausage and sauerkraut, rolls & butter, 

coffee, water, and dessert. Pop will be sold for $1. You 

may bring your own bottles of wine.  

  Parish Annual Raffle—Drawing March 25      

Thank you to everyone who has already purchased their 

Parish Annual Raffle tickets. For those of you who still 

plan to purchase tickets, please mail them to the parish 

office early this week. You can always stop by the parish 

office and drop off your tickets with payment, too. There 

are great prizes to win! Who will be our grand prize 

$5,000 winner? Or our second place $1000 winner? Or 

our $500 winner? Winning tickets will be drawn at our  

St. Joseph dinner  on March 25. Good luck everyone! 

 

Parish Life  

  Annual Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday, April 8 

Our annual parish Easter egg hunt, sponsored by our 

parish teen group, will be held on Saturday, April 8 at 

2:30 pm. Please mark your calendars and join us for this 

special event.  
 

Donations: Parishioners, would you consider making a 

small donation to help our TGIF teens with this event?  

 Candy donations—Sweet treats that will fit inside a 

plastic egg are especially needed. No nut or peanut 

butter products due to allergies, please. Individually 

wrapped items preferred.  

 Plastic eggs are also needed.  

 No time to shop? Small monetary contributions or 

store gift cards where candy or plastic eggs can be 

purchased are also welcome (e.g., Target, Wal-Mart, 

Meijer). Gift cards can be purchased through SCRIP. 

For more information about our parish SCRIP program, 

please contact Karen Opyd at 708-342-2400 x138.  

Donations will be accepted in the parish office through 

Friday, March 24. 

Teens: Are you in need of service hours? Volunteers 

are needed to help pack candy into plastic eggs for this 

year's event. Volunteers will meet in the Youth Ministry 

Office on Thursday March 30 at 6pm We are also in need 

of teens to help lay the eggs out for the Easter Egg Hunt 

on Saturday, April 8 at 11am. Sign ups will be handled 

online via SignUp Genius. To sign up, please go to 

www.ststephentinley.com; click on the Parish Life tab, 

then click on Branches Teen Ministry. A link to SignUp 

Genius will be found there.  

Thank you for your support of this 

event.  

-Kyle Groves Youth Minister  

708-342-2400 x149 

  Memorial Brick Orders  - Due April 3 

Parishioners interested in purchasing a brick 

paver for one of our brick memorial gardens 

should stop by the Parish Office and see Karen Opyd. 

Brick pavers are  4” x 8”, and can be placed in the brick 

gardens east and west of the church entrance, in our 

military brick garden, or in our pet garden located by our 

St. Francis Statue. Bricks are $100 each and are engraved 

with up to 21 characters per line with a maximum of 3 

lines of print. All bricks are placed randomly in the garden 

of your choosing. The next order for bricks will be placed 

on April 3 so that the bricks will arrive sometime in early 

spring.  



Parish 500 Club 

Branches Teen Ministry March  

@ St. Elizabeth Seton 

Sunday 3/19—Middle School Open Gym 

 5:00pm-7:00pm 

Friday, March 17 at 5 pm —Mini Golf 

White Mountain Golfing 9901 179th St. Tinley Park 

Sunday March 26 5:00-7:00pm 

Dating Violence Speaker  - Parish Life Center  

Harlan, KY Mission Trip—July 2 through July 8 

Reservations for our summer mission trip are now open on 

the St. Stephen website: www.ststephentinley.com (under 

Parish Life Tab). There is enough space on our Mission 

Trip to take 30 high school teens and young adults. This is 

first come-first serve, so register quickly.  

Questions? Please contact Kyle Groves at 708-342-2400 

x149 or kyle@ststephentinley.com 

Youth & Education Human Concerns 

In the Gospel Jesus is transfigured and a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased: Listen to him.” Do we listen to Jesus 
when he asks us to take care of our brothers and 
sisters who are suffering?  Your gift in the St. Vincent 
de Paul Poor Box will help the poor to celebrate the 
grace of God’s love this Easter. 

Are you struggling and in need of help?  

If so, please contact our parish office at 

708-342-2400, ask for the SVdP hotline, and leave a 

message when you are connected to the voicemail box.   

Be sure to leave your name and a phone number where 

you can be reached. Someone from our ministry will 

contact you.  

Confidentiality & compassion are the                               

cornerstones of our ministry.                                

Domestic Violence Outreach Ministry  

Thanks to all who attended our February 24 

meeting, especially the new volunteers 

resulting from our Stewardship Weekend.  

We are still forming our ministry and 

welcomes any and all interested parties to support raising 

awareness, educating, and supporting those affected by 

Domestic Violence. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Bill Schultz, at (708) 342-2400 or 

wmjschultz@sbcglobal.net  

Our next meeting will be March 30 at 7PM in room 126.                                                                                              

Stay tuned for our Mission Statement to be published 

soon!  

Comedy Night at Mother McAuley 

Join the Fathers' Club and Mothers' Club for a night of 

laughs at the McAuley Auditorium! Our Comedy Night 

will be held on Saturday, April 1. Doors open at 6:30pm, 

show starts at 8:00pm. The headliner is Pat McGann who 

has brought his comedic talent to many South Side 

parishes. Pat is also bringing Ana Belaval from Channel 

9 morning news (Around Town) and will have one 

additional comedian. Tickets are only $25.00; group rate 

6 @ $125.00. Light appetizers are included with ticket. 

Beer and wine will be sold. We will also have door 

prizes, spin the wheel, raffle prizes and lots of fun. This 

is a 21 and over event.  Tickets are available at 

www.mothermcauley.org Click on parents/parent clubs/

fathers club/comedy night. Please call Casey Pytel                                  

at 708-478-0710 with questions.  

Congratulations to the following winners  for the week of 

March 6, 2017:         

 $100 –  #200, Olkiewicz Family      

 $25 – #41, Carolyn Kinder 

SWIFT Speakers Forum 

The South West Interfaith Team (SWIFT) will be 

holding a speakers forum on Sunday, March 19. The 

program is entitled “You Believe in Angels?” Speakers 

include: Pastor Caleb Hong, Faith United Methodist 

Church; Shk Amir Toft, Imam; and Jewish Speaker, 

TBA. Please bring along a non-perishable food item to 

donate to Respond Now to help feed the needy.  

Location: St. Andrew UMC, 18850 Riegel Road, 

Homewood, IL. Registration begins at 2:30pm. Program 

runs from 3:00-6:00pm.  

For more information, visit www.swiftinterfaith.org; call 

708-253-2834 or visit them on Facebook at SWIFT 

South West Interfaith Team.  

Community 

mailto:wmjschultz@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mothermcauley.org


 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School                    

is a Nationally-Recognized                                                  

Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 
 

 

Am I eligible to attend Cardinal Bernardin School?  Where is it located?  

CJB is a “regional” Catholic school sponsored by St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr. St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, 

and St. Elizabeth Seton. CJB also welcomes children from other parishes, as well as children from other Christian 

households whose parents are seeking a Christian educational environment. Please share this news with your neighbors 

and friends! CJB is adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish – at 9250 W. 167th Street in Orland Hills.  

Do you offer Pre-K and Kindergarten? 

Yes!  We offer half-day and full-day 3PK and 4PK! And, Kindergarten is full-day! The half-day 3PK program is 

Monday-Thursday. You would select either 7:40am-10:40am (AM) or 11am-2pm (PM). The half-day 4PK program is 

Monday-Friday (and you would select the AM or the PM option). Our full-day PK and K programs are, of course, 

Monday-Friday. Full-day class hours are 7:40am until 2pm. 

Where and when may I get registration materials?  How do I register? 

“Open registration” begins in February … and we will continue to accept applications until all spaces are filled. Our 

registration application is available online at www.cjbschool.org   

To register, complete the online application and then mail (USPS) or drop off an original birth and baptismal certificate 

(originals will be returned), and a one-time family registration fee of $250. For Grades 1-8, include a copy of the        

2016-17 first semester report card and all standardized test scores.  

What is the tuition fee? 

Tuition for 2017-18 will be finalized after budget meetings in March. Full-day parishioner tuition currently is $4,897

(Grades K-8). Full-day tuition for 3PK and 4PK is $5,146. Half-day 3PK tuition is $2,100. Half-day 4PK tuition is 

$2,652. Non-parishioner tuition is $5,727 for Grades K-8.   

Is Financial Aid available? 

Yes! When you complete our online application, you will have an opportunity to complete the financial aid           

application. Financial assistance is available for qualifying in-parish families (K-8). Financial applications must be 

submitted by mid-March.  

Is there a “Before and After School” Program? 

Yes! The Extended Day Program opens at 6:30am and closes when the school day begins; it re-opens at 2:00pm and 

closes for the night at 6:00pm. The hourly-rate ($8/hr for one child; $10/hr for two or more children) is invoiced 

monthly. All registered students may attend the Extended Day Program. 

When may I register? 

Registration for new families is happening RIGHT NOW. We will continue to accept registrations until all spaces are 

filled.   

Additional questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment, Cynthia Devlin, at 708-403-6525 ext. 127 …or via 

email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

http://www.cjbschool.org
mailto:cdevlin@cjbschool.org


Parish Calendar 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday Mar-12   Baby Nursing #153 

   11:00 AM Welcoming & Parish Registration #158/159 

  2:00 PM Lamentations Church 

   3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

   4:00 PM Living Stations Church 

   4:30 PM - 6:00 PM Book Discussion LMR 

  
4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm RE Classes 

Instructional Grade Mass 7 
Education Wing 
Daily Chapel 

   9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

   7:30 PM Confirmation Practice Church/Ed. Wing 

   7:30 PM Financial Planning #126 

Tuesday Mar-14   NO Highlanders  

   8:45 AM Stations of the Cross (English) Daily Chapel 

 
 

4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm RE Classes 
Instructional Grade Mass 7 

Education Wing 
Daily Chapel 

   7:30 PM Confirmation Practice Church 

   7:30 PM Rosary Daily Chapel 

Wednesday Mar-15 
4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm RE Classes 

Instructional Grade Mass 7 
Education Wing 
Daily Chapel 

   9:30 AM - 11:00 AM Moms and Tots #161 

   10:00 AM Ladies Social Club #125/126 

   7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Choir Church 

   7:30 PM RE Board Mtg #153 

Thursday Mar-16   Kingdom Meeting #126 

   8:30 AM - 6:30 PM Adoration of Blessed Sacrament with Rosary Daily Chapel 

   4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Children's Choir Church 

   6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Benediction followed by Divine Mercy Prayers Daily Chapel 

   7:00 PM Mass (English) followed by Rosary Daily Chapel 

   7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Praise Band Church 

Friday Mar-17 8:45 AM - 10:00 AM Scripture Study #126 

   9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

   6:30 PM Stations of the Cross (English) Church 

   7:30 PM Stations of the Cross & Mass (Polish) Church 

Saturday Mar-18   Baby Nursing #153 

   Sat. 4:30 pm—6:15 pm   Recycle Metal Drive Church Grounds Church Grounds 

   9:30 AM and 1:30 PM Confirmation  Church/Education Wing 

Sunday Mar-19   Baby Nursing #153 

   9:30 AM RCIA #125 

  Sun. 7:30 am—1 pm Recycle Metal Drive Church Grounds Church Grounds 

   10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of The Word Church 

   10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Growing With God #162/163/164/165/166/167 

  2:00 PM Lamentations Church 

   3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

   4:00 PM Living Stations Church 



 Please Pray for Our Deceased 

 Weekly Readings 

Pray For Our Sick 

 Welcome to Our Newly Baptized 

Mass Intentions 

Parishioners’ names will be kept on the prayer list at 
Mass for four weeks and listed in the bulletin for 60 
days. Immediate family members are asked to call after 
four weeks if you wish to still have the name read at 
Mass.  

Names of non-parishioners who are immediate family 
members of our parishioners will be read at Mass for 
two weeks and listed in the bulletin for two weeks.  

3/12 Sunday Requested by : 

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Justine Janasek The Family 

8:30am Angela O' Connor Matt & Karyn Gardner 

 Richard P. Carroll The Berchman Family 

10:00am Gibbons & McLean Families The McLean Family 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

11:30am William Rafferty The Family 

  James Butler Greg & Mary Clayton 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace  

 Jan Podgorski  Dzieci I Wnuki  

6:15pm Jan & Stanistawa Kmiecik The Family 

 Rosa Pedraza The Evanoff Family 

3/13 Monday    

8:00am John & Adelle Wojciechowski Mike Permoda 

 Ed Quinlan R.E. Staff 

3/14 Tuesday   

8:00am Catherine Cronin M/M Novosel 

 Purgatorial Society   

3/15 Wednesday      

8:00am John Carroll The Family 

 Colleen Barkauskis-Galvin The Family 

3/16 Thursday    

8:00am MaryBeth Vasquez R.E. Department 

 Margaret & James Tobin Anna Plecki 

7:00pm Jack Lovell Dcn Pete & Jan Van Merkestyn 

 Irene Stepp Carole Colin 

3/17 Friday    

8:00am Alex Norella The Deanching Family 

  Julia Wegner Ted Wegner 

 James G. Kelley The Kelley Family 

3/18 Saturday    

8:00am Richard O.Malley Sally Crane 

  Loran Davidson Minnie & Jaime Deanching 

5:00pm Maureen Fitzgerald Bridget Boyle 

 Tim Newquist Peggy MeLean 

  Jeanne Dammer The Kenny's 

 Alice Pokrzywa Rita Lewicki 

 Stanley Kurzeja Louise Pavalon 

3/19 Sunday   

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace   

 Joseph W. Brasky Dolores Michalski 

8:30am Jose Norella The Deanching Family 

 Raymond Norbot The Family 

10:00am Douglas Adams M/M R. Lindenmeyer 

 Palma Messina Sandy & Tom Casey 

11:30am Salvatore LaMargo Lucy LaMargo 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace  

 Karl Cislak Wife 

6:15pm Joseph Witkwski The Family 

 Ed Truty Rose Zaidan & Family 

Sun Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10  

Mon Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38  

Tues Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12   

Wed Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28  

Thur Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31   

Fri Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a  

Sat Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3  

Grayson  James Bettenhausen 

J.R. Dale Bettenhausen 

Nolan Wagner McHugh 

Isabell  Grace Mueller 

Thomas Daley 

Joe Gleason 

Gerard Healy 

Leonard Miller 

Julie Barth Larry Hersh 

Arlene  Beavan Helen Michalik 

Mary Beechy Joey Moylan 

Kathie Brosius Dave Newquist 

Tammy   Burns Dana Nosek 

Bill Casey Anna Plecki 

Joanne Chess Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

Thomas Conners Marek Rudzki 

John Czerniak Mary Lou Schoettler 

Bob & Sheila Dickman Nicole Siedschlag 

Janice Dorff Honorata Sikorski 

Joe  Dorff Rachel  Swallow 

Bill Dunlap Dawn Szuby 

Robert Engler Joseph Tierney 

Tim Fisher Michael Vasek 

Bill Galvin Kelly  Weiss 

Caroline  Grady Ken & Patricia Weissman 

  

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray 



Please pray for the well-being and safe return of all our military men and women, including: 

CPL Nicholas Cascone Lt. Amanda Griffith Tsgt. Laura Langley Sgt. Dominic Messina 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Sgt. Evan Grober Ssgt. Carl Langley PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Major Vincent Cesaro Capt. Michael Gryczka Sgt. Joseph Malone LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Lt. Dan Kniaz  Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

 Military  

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1 PM Polish 

3/19 Celebrant Fr Greg Fr Greg Fr Jay Fr Jay Fr Mike Fr Greg 

  Deacons Dcn Ken Dcn Bob Dcn Bob Dcn Bill E. Dcn Joe   

  Greeters Flo Simosky   Barb Ridge Anna Williams Julie Gilligan   

    Jean Coughlin   Bob Ridge Adam Shaal Seana Gilligan   

    Mary Tafoya   Jeanne Upreti Erin Shaal Joan Beck   

    Dolores Soverino   Jim O’Donnell Nancy Darche Judy Kluchins   

  Counters 3/19 Team #2 3/26 Team #3     


