St Stephen Deacon & Martyr
.

We are a Stewardship Parish
January 29, 2017 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

National Catholic Schools Week
January 29, 2017—February 4, 2017
 Parish Mission
St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel. Our Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, our
work places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts and to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and
material treasure. In all of our parish activities we seek to develop a personal relationship with the Lord who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world
with the eyes of Christ and that leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open and welcoming people and a
sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of God’s love.

Our Staff

Mass Times and Sacraments

Rev. James Finno, Pastor
Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor

Daily Mass—Monday through Saturday at 8am

Deacons:

Sunday Masses—7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30 am, and
6:15 pm in English; 1:00pm in Polish

Robert Conlin

Joseph Stalcup

William Engler

Pete Van Merkestyn

Chuck McFarland Kenneth Zawadzki
William Schultz

Mass of Anticipation—Saturday at 5pm

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English
and 1pm in Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish
office for the necessary preparations.

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor
Mark Gorka, Music Minister
Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister
Dave Prete, Maintenance Director

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from
8:45am—9:30am in the church or by appointment.

Parish Office

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of
the weddings of both registered parishioners and the
children of registered parishioners. Information is available
from one of the priests or deacons.

Address: 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-6pm;
Sat Noon-5pm; Closed Mon-Friday from 12:30-1pm.
Office Phone: 708.342.2400
Office Fax: 708.342.1545
Website: www.ststephentinley.com
Email: info@ststephentinley.com
Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by
noon on Wednesday 11 days prior to bulletin’s publication
date.

Religious Education Office
Director of Religious Education—Sandi Morgan
Assoc. Director of Religious Education—Leslie Krauledis
Admin. Assistant for Religious Education—Joann Buryj
Religious Education Secretary—Patti Parker
Phone: 708.342.1544

Our Parish School—Cardinal Bernardin
Principal—Ms. Mary Iannucilli
Address: 9250 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
School Phone: 708.403.6525 School Fax: 708.403.8621
Website: cjbschool.org
Email: info@cjbschool.org

For those in need...








Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through
the Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities.
Appointments with our parish counselor Michele L.
Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.
For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact
Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the parish office.
For parishioners struggling and in need of help, please
contact St. Stephen’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry through
the parish office.
For those seeking help through a twelve-step program,
St. Stephen offers English and Polish support groups.
Please contact the parish office for more information.

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or
homebound parishioners can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg
at the parish office or Barbara Black at 708-466-9962.

Stewardship: Sharing Our Treasure
Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of
St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage
payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our
monthly collections.
Please consider making electronic donations through Byline
Bank or through Give Central. Electronic and online donations
can be scheduled at the frequency you choose.
For more information, please go to our website
www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Stewardship tab.
Also, please consider remembering your parish when
preparing your will.
January
Collections
Bank Electronic
For Week of 01-15-2017
Contributions
Regular Sunday
$19,288.00
$11,830.00
Kids
$106.33
-Sharing
$95.00
-Christmas
$335.00
-Holy Mother of God
$45.00
-Candles
$314.00
-Parish Center
$0.00
$210.00
$20,183.33

$12,040.00

Sunday and Holy Day Collections
Actual
Budget
Surplus/(Shortfall)

Dec. 2016
$113,190
$112,775
$415

Year to Date
$704,371
$744,750
($40,379)

From Our Pastor

D

ear People of St. Stephen,

Today we begin the
celebration of Catholic Schools
Week, an annual celebration in
the Catholic Church in the
United States to highlight the
important work of Catholic
schools. This year the national
theme for Catholic Schools
Week is “Catholic Schools –
Communities
of
Faith,
Knowledge,
and
Service.”
Catholic schools today are much
different than they were when
I graduated from St. Thomas
More grade school in 1960 and
Leo high school in 1964. At that
time almost every parish had a
school, and Catholic schools
were staffed mainly by religious
sisters or brothers. Today more
and more grade schools are
cosponsored by two or more
parishes as is our parish school,
Cardinal
Joseph
Bernardin
School, which is cosponsored by
St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis,
St. Julie, and St. Stephen.
Faculties are almost entirely
made up of lay people. While
Catholic school teachers and
administrators make significant
financial sacrifices to work in
our Church’s schools, the
financial challenges to our
schools are very real. Yet our
Catholic schools still provide a
valuable resource for educating

our children and for handing on
our faith. Cardinal Bernardin
School reflects well the theme
of Catholic Schools Week.
Knowledge is communicated;
Cardinal Bernardin School is a
Blue Ribbon School recognized
by the United States Department
of Education. The excellent
education that the school
provides is reflected in the
success
of
the
school’s
graduates at the high schools in
our area. The value of service is
promoted at the school. Students
at all levels are involved in
many service projects. Just
one example is the project
participated in by Cardinal
Bernardin students along with
students in our RE program and
coordinated by Deacon Pete and
Deacon Bill to provide various
items for veterans’ homes in
the area. Most importantly,
Cardinal Bernardin School is a
community of faith in which the
faith of the students is nurtured
and developed by regular
classes, weekly Mass, and
daily prayer opportunities. The
importance of our faith is
reflected in the Cardinal
Bernardin School theme for this
school year: “Clothed in the
Kindness of Christ.” Cardinal
Bernardin School is a school
that our parish can be proud of.

Sponsoring parishes subsidize
10% of the cost of education for
a parishioner at the school - a
valuable investment in the future
of our Church. I invite everyone
to look over our school at the
Open House this weekend from
1 to 3 PM this Sunday at the
school on the grounds of St.
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th
Street and 94th Avenue. The
second collection this weekend
is for the “Angel Fund,”
a collection that the four
sponsoring parishes take up each
year to provide tuition support
for needy families attending the
school. In this Catholic Schools
Week, I ask your prayers for
God’s blessing on the work of
all of our Catholic schools.
May God bless you and your
loved ones.
Fr. Jay

Spiritual Life
Please join us this Tuesday, January 31
at 7:30 PM in the Daily Chapel as we
come together as a community of faith
to pray the Rosary. All are welcome.

This Friday, February 3 is the Feast of
St. Blaise, the traditional day for
blessing of throats. Throats will be
blessed following the 8 AM Mass on
Friday, February 3 and at the end of the
Masses on Saturday, February 4 and
Sunday, February 5.

Book Discussion: Resisting Happiness,
by Matthew Kelly
Our discussion sessions on Matthew Kelly’s book
Resisting Happiness will continue this Sunday, January
29, and will run every two weeks for four more sessions.
Fr. Jay will lead these discussions. We will begin with a
light supper at 4:30 PM and finish in time for the 6:15 PM
Mass. Everyone is invited to the discussion sessions.
Please call the parish office if you plan to attend so that
we can prepare appropriately for the food. The January 29
discussion session will cover chapters 8 through 14 of the
book.
Parish Office Phone Number: 708-342-2400

New Ways to Honor or Remember a Loved One
If you would like to sponsor the Sanctuary candle or the
Holy Family flowers for a special occasion or for a
memorial, please stop by the parish office. Reservations
are now open through December 2017. A recommended
donation of $50 is requested. Weekly bouquets will be
seasonal, fresh-cut flowers provided by Hearts
and Flowers Florist in Tinley Park.
If you have any questions, please contact the
parish office at 708-342-2400.

Relevant Radio—Are you looking for a sign that God
loves you? Here it is! Tune in daily to hear the breadth
and length and height and depth of His love for you.
Listen on the dial at Chicago 950 AM, Chicago West 930
AM, NW Indiana 1270 AM. Or, listen online at
www.relevantradio.com

Join us on “The Journey”
Give yourself the gift of a spiritually
uplifting program this Lent shared
with fellow parishioners and friends.
The Journey is a resource we will use
during Lent to help participants deepen
their personal relationships with Christ
and enable them to experience the joy of
encountering Jesus in their daily lives.
Faith sharing groups will meet weekly during Lent to
reflect, read from Scripture, watch powerful videos, and
discuss how Jesus touches each of their lives personally.
Participants are also given suggested actions they can
take with them to live out in their daily lives. Sessions
will be held in the church offices and at parishioners’
homes at convenient times throughout the week.
Sign ups for individual groups will take place after all
the Masses next weekend, February 4/5, as well as the
weekend of February 18/19. Participant booklets will
also be on sale for $6 each. We encourage parishioners to
hold small groups in their homes. Leader guides and
videos are different than participant booklets this year
and will only be ordered as we receive confirmed
information about home sessions. If you would like
to host a group in your home or would like
additional information about the program, please
contact Barbara Black at 708-466-9962 or
barbara@ststephentinley.com
We look forward to having you join us on
“The Journey”.

Mass Intentions
The 2018 Mass Intention Book is now open. If you would
like to reserve a Mass intention in 2018 for a deceased or
living loved one, for a special occasion, or for an
anniversary, please visit the Parish Office.


Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program
The Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program sign ups are
at the back of church on the ushers’ table. At each Mass
on Saturday evening or Sunday, a family, couple, or
individual will be invited to come forward after
communion to receive the Vocation Prayer Cross and a
special prayer. In taking the cross, they commit
themselves to pray during the week, in the name of our
parish, the vocation prayer in thanksgiving for all those
generously sharing in Church ministry and in asking God
for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, diaconate,
religious life, and lay Church ministries. Everyone is
invited to participate in this program.

Polish Ministry
Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana
W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 1PM
-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of 6:30-7:30pm Msza o 7:30pm
-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm
-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30a.m.
-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137
Umiłuj bycie nieznanym
Wśród błogosławieństw znajduje się i to, które jest związane z cichością. „Można być cichym, ale nie mieć w sobie
cichości” – powiedział Marie Dominique Philippe. Istnieje cisza udawania – milczymy, by się nie narazić. Ale to nie
jest cisza błogosławiona. Kiedy ktoś cicho schlebia, jest koniunkturalistą, kłamcą, kimś skrywającym prawdziwe
intencje. Taka cisza zewnętrzna nie ma jednak ciszy sumienia. Jest też fałszywa cisza kogoś, kto się lęka i jest
zamknięty w sobie. Prawda potrzebuje prawdziwego przyjaciela, by móc się z nas wydostać. Judasz sam o sobie nie
wiedział, kim jest naprawdę, dopóki nie spotkał Jezusa. Ktoś skąpy jest cichy, bo musi po cichu podkradać z trzosa –
Judasz niewiele się odzywał. Cichość, która wypływa z błogosławieństwa, wypływa z pragnienia zdobycia upodobania
Bożego spojrzenia, a nie przypodobania się ludziom. Jest to cisza mimo odrzucenia, odtrącenia, krzywdy, mimo
możliwości obrony! Wynika ona z zaufania do Boga, który nie opuści mnie nigdy, choć fakty mogą wskazywać na coś
zupełnie innego.
Cichość rozwija się w miłości do bliźniego i w modlitwie najintymniejszej, ale rozkwita też w ubóstwie i w
Eucharystii. Miłość staje się cicha, gdy nie krzyczy, nie plotkuje, nie oskarża i nie uskarża się, nie rani. Nasza miłość to
początkowo miłość własna albo mroczne uzależnienie, albo ślepa namiętność. Dopiero po latach staje się to wszystko
po prostu cichą miłością. Oczywiście dzieje się tak u tych, którzy dorastają do ciszy, wyrzekając się dominacji nad
innymi. Cisza dojrzewa także w modlitwie adoracyjnej, gdyż Bóg jest cichy i pokorny sercem, a przebywanie z Nim
formuje nas na Jego podobieństwo. Wyciszenie rozwija się też w ubóstwie. Emil Cioran napisał: „Nie zazdrościmy tym,
którzy posiedli dar modlitwy, za to pełni zawiści jesteśmy wobec ludzi majętnych, co zaznali bogactwa i sławy.
Dziwne, że godzimy się z cudzym zbawieniem, z tym zaś, że innym dane jest cieszyć się paroma ulotnymi dobrami –
nie”. Większość z nas po cichu marzy o sakiewce Judasza, a nie o dwóch groszach wdowy, których się wyrzekła.
Ubodzy więcej słuchają, bogaci narzucają swą wolę rozkazami. A jednak napisano, że to ubodzy posiądą ziemię, a nie
bogaci! Najbogatszym okazał się Jezus na krzyżu, bo ofiarował całe niebo złoczyńcy. To coś niewyobrażalnie więcej
niż uzdrowienie z trądu czy nakarmienie chlebem pięciu tysięcy głodnych.
Za przejażdżkę w promie kosmicznym płaci się dwa miliony dolarów. Ale żeby całe niebo w jednej chwili? A
przecież na krzyżu Jezus nawet na sobie już nic nie miał. Kto w to uwierzy? Cisza udziela się nam z Eucharystii. Bóg
cicho ukrył się w chlebie i winie, a nie billboardach i gigabitach czy decybelach. Czy nie budzi się w naszym sercu
tęsknota za byciem do Niego podobnym w takiej postaci? „Ama nesciri”, jak pisze Tomasz à Kempis, „umiłuj bycie
nieznanym”, bycie cichym, nawet anonimowym.

Military Corner
Please pray for the well-being and safe return of all our military men and women, including:
CPL Nicholas Cascone
Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro
Major Vincent Cesaro
Capt. Michael Chimienti

Lt. A.m.anda Griffith
Sgt. Evan Grober
Capt. Michael Gryczka
Lt. Dan Kniaz

Tsgt. Laura Langley
Ssgt. Carl Langley
Sgt. Joseph Malone
Capt. Christopher Mazurek

Sgt. Dominic Messina
PFC Matthew O'Boyle
LCDR Marilyn Walsh
Major Thomas Walsh

Spiritual Life

Kingdom Weekend—April 1 and 2
Save the Date!

Stewardship Reflection
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”
MATTHEW 5:3
This one confuses people. Replace the word “humble” for
“poor” and it makes more sense. People that are humble
recognize their dependence on God and trust that He will
provide all that they need. Unfortunately, for many of us, pride
and ego enters our lives and we think we can live without God.
Remember – God first in all circumstances.
The Spirituality of Stewardship—Ministry Fair Weekend of February 11/12
Our parish will celebrate the Spirituality of Stewardship with a Ministry Fair on the weekend of February 11/12. This
weekend and next weekend brief explanations of the responsibilities of the ministries will be presented. The first
ministry to be presented is the Spiritual Life Ministries, which are divided into two groups—Liturgical Ministries and
Formation Ministries.
The Liturgical Ministries focus on assisting with Mass and other liturgies:










Altar Servers assist at Masses.
Art & Environment Committee members decorate the church.
Eucharistic Ministries help distribute Communion at Mass and services.
Greeters welcome parishioners as they enter church.
Lectors present certain Biblical readings at Mass.
The Music Ministry provides music for Mass and other services.
Ushers help at Mass seating people and other responsibilities.
Senior Altar Servers assist at funeral Masses.
Wedding Coordinators help brides and grooms at the rehearsal and on their wedding day.

The Formation Ministries focus on preparing, welcoming, and enhancing peoples’ faith. The Formation Ministries are:









Baptism Preparation explains the sacrament of Baptism to the parents of those to be baptized.
Living Rosary prays for the people and needs of the parish.
Marriage Preparation prepares engaged couples for marriage.
Ministry of Praise prays glorifying God.
Parish Worship Team helps prepare the liturgies of the parish.
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) prepares and welcomes new members to the faith.
Rosary Group comes together weekly to pray the rosary.
Stewardship Committee encourages us to share our God given gifts with those around us.

Do any of these ministries look interesting to you? If so, please stop by our Ministry Fair to talk about the ministry and
possibly join it and share your time and gifts with the St. Stephen Parish. All are welcome!

Parish Life
Annual Parish Raffle
Thank you to all our parishioners who have already
purchased and sent in their raffle tickets for our
Annual Parish Raffle. Remember—one lucky ticket
will be pulled next Sunday, February 5, after our
11:30 AM Mass for our Early Bird $500 prize. To
qualify for the Early Bird drawing, please return
your tickets with payment to the Parish Office by
Friday of this week.
Tickets will still be on sale up through our main
raffle drawing on March 25. Stop by the Parish
Office to make a purchase. Good luck everyone!
God’s “Big Hug” Prayer
Shawl Ministry

Our next Meeting: is Thursday,
Feb. 2 at 10 AM in Rm. 125 (Weather permitting.)
The purpose of the Prayer Shawl ministry is to hand craft
shawls that represent a mantle of care and love from our
parish to the recipient. We create hand-knit or crocheted
shawls and chemo caps for the sick, homebound, those
who are grieving, or to celebrate a very special occasion!
Prayer shawls are not just for those who are ill. If you
know of someone in need of a shawl to remind them they
are not alone and they are loved and cared for, please
request one.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is open to everyone—even if
you cannot attend the meetings. Shawls can be created at
home, on your own time, and at your own speed. We ask
that you make the shawls no smaller than 25”x 60”. This
size is a perfect fit for those receiving shawls. We
welcome everyone to bring your latest project and join us
for friendly conversation or instruction from one of our
members.
Donations of yarn as well as monetary donations are
always welcome. For more information about our
ministry, please contact Dorothy at 708-614-2588.

Wednesdays from 9:30am—11:00am
in room #161. Join us!

ANNUAL PARISH

are $20 each or 3 for $50.
Next Weekend:
02/05/17 - Early Bird Drawing after 11:30 AM Mass
Early Bird Prize—$500
Turn your tickets in for the Early Bird Drawing!
3/25/17—Main Raffle Drawings at St. Joseph Dinner
Grand Prize: $5,000 (1 Winner)
Second Prize: $1,000 (1 Winner)
Third Prize: $500 (1 Winner)

Seniors Young @ Heart
The next general meeting will be on Monday,
January 30 @ 10 AM in the large meeting
room. There will be no lunch. We will have BINGO and
there will be refreshments.

What: Four Winds Casino Trip
When: Thursday, March 9
Where: New Buffalo, Michigan
Cost : $40 per person
St. Stephen Seniors Young @ Heart
group is sponsoring a trip to Four Winds Casino
in New Buffalo, Michigan on Thursday, March 9.
The bus will depart from St. Stephen’s parking lot
at 9 AM and return at 4 PM. The price is $40 per
person which includes $15 slot credit and $10
food credit. Our trip is open to all so bring your
friends if you wish.
For further information or to purchase tickets,
please contact Joan Kapala at 815-534-5111 or
Nancy Flynn at 708-429-3081.

Youth and Education
January 2017
Dear St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr Parishioners:
We invite you to attend our Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School Open House on Sunday, January 29, from 1:00pm –
3:00pm. Sponsored by four parishes (St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr, St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, and St. Julie Billiart),
CJB is your Pre-K through 8th Grade Catholic parish school.
We are pleased to announce that CJB offers full-day and half-day 3-year-old and 4-year-old Pre-K and we continue to provide fullday Kindergarten as well. As we continue to grow, we have so much to be proud of! Did you know that CJB was named a Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence (since 2008) by the U.S. Department of Education?! (This distinction is earned by being in the top
15% of the nation’s schools in Reading and Mathematics based on the scores of nationally-normed tests.) In addition to Blue
Ribbon academic excellence, our faith-based daily religious instruction, shared communal prayer, and weekly Mass attendance
contribute to shaping the lives of our students. Children are also encouraged to maximize their God-given talents by participating in
extra-curricular activities, from athletics to choir to drama club. And, in addition to these opportunities, our students volunteer their
time in local community service projects. Our school patron, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, former Archbishop of Chicago, devoted his
life to issues of social justice, peace, and the sanctity of human life. It is important to us that his legacy remains a part of CJB.
We have high expectations of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School students. We challenge them academically, and we strive
to instill in them the Gospel values. CJB provides a loving and nurturing environment in which children grow intellectually,
spiritually, physically and emotionally. If this is the kind of school that you would like for your child, we look forward to welcoming
you to our Open House on January 29.
Sincerely,
Rev. Jay Finno, Pastor
Mary Iannucilli, Principal
P.S. Registration for the 2017-2018 school year is OPEN now! CJB will continue to accept applications until all spaces are filled. As
a registered, practicing parishioner, your children are eligible for enrollment at an “in-parish” rate. (“Practicing” parishioners are
Catholics who consistently attend Mass, send their children to Religious Education or Catholic school, and support their parish with
time, talent, and treasure. This is an on-going expectation during years of enrollment at CJB. Use of parish envelopes is expected.)

The “Angel Fund” Collection—This Weekend
Just a reminder—this weekend we will be having a second
collection a collection that the four sponsoring parishes of
Cardinal Bernardin School take up each year to provide tuition
support for needy families attending the school. Your
generosity to the Angel Fund is greatly appreciated.

Living Stations Update
Thank you to everyone who came to our meeting last weekend
about our Living Stations program. If your child, ages 5th
grade and up, missed the kick-off meeting and is still interested
in participating, please come to the next meeting which is TODAY, Sunday, January 29 at 4 PM in Rooms #125/126. There
are still a few open parts.
Kyle Groves
Youth & Young Adult Minister
708-342-2400 x149
kyle@ststephentinley.com

Religious Education
Date
Event
Time
Location
JAN 30 & 31,
Instructional Mass 5
class sessions
Church/Chapel
FEB 1
FEB 5
Grade 5 Mass
10am
Church
 Fifth graders will process in with the priest and be called to the altar for the homily. Please remember to sign in your student at
the table in the Narthex. We are in need of fifth graders to read the petitions. If your student would like to do so please contact the
Director by email at sandi@ststephentinley.com
FEB 9
Confirmation retreat
 Student must attend on assigned day.

8:00am-2:30pm
1:00pm-2:15pm

Ed wing
Church

FEB 10
Confirmation retreat
 Student must attend on assigned day.

8:00am-2:30pm
1:00pm-2:15pm

Ed wing
Church

FEB 13,14,15
Instructional Mass 6
class session
Church/Chapel
FEB 18
First Holy Communion Retreat
11am
Ed wing
 At least one parent must attend with child on assigned day and time.
FEB 19
Grade 6 Mass
10am
Church
 Sixth graders will process in with the priest. Please remember to sign in your student at the table in the Narthex. We are in need
of sixth graders to read the petitions. If your student would like to do so please contact the Director by email at sandi@ststephentinley.com
March 6, 7, 8
Instructional Mass 7
class session
Church/Chapel
March 12

Grade 7 Mass

10am

Church

March 13 & 14
March 18

Confirmation Practice
Confirmation Mass

7:30pm
Church, Ed wing
9:30am & 1:30pm Church, Ed wing

March 20
Confirmation Mystagogia
7:30pm-8:30pm LMR
 All newly Confirmed are welcome to join us for pizza, pop, and fun to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation.

HOPE Employment Ministry

Human Concerns
Food Collection—Next Weekend
The St. Vincent de Paul Ministry will
be sponsoring its monthly food
collection next weekend—Saturday,
February 4 and Sunday, February 5.
Our monthly food drives help support
fellow parishioners and neighbors who are struggling as
well as the Tinley Park food pantry.
Please bring your food donations next weekend and leave
them in the Narthex. Non-perishable items such as
breakfast cereal, pasta and pasta sauces, peanut butter and
jelly, and/or canned fruit and vegetables make great
donations. Paper towels, toiletry paper, laundry detergent
and cleaning supplies are always welcomed. St. Stephen
Parish has created a section of the food
pantry for gluten free foods. Please mark
your bag “gluten free items” if you
should happen to include those items
with your donation. Thank you so much
for your continued generosity and
support.
Are you struggling and in need of help? If so, please
contact our parish office at 708-342-2400, ask for the
SVdP hotline, and leave a message when you are
connected to the voicemail box. Be sure to leave your
name and a phone number where you can be reached.
Someone from our SVdP ministry group will contact you.
Confidentiality & compassion are the
cornerstones of the St. Vincent de Paul ministry.
In the Gospel today Jesus gives us the Beatitudes, which
embody a radically alternative vision of life and we find that
God indeed calls us to blessedness. This month, through your
gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to proclaim the
good news of the kingdom to the poor, by assisting families,
providing in food, in gifts, and for utility and rent bills.

HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both
job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first
Tuesday of each month in the St. Elizabeth Seton
Church Hall located at 9300 W. 167th Street in Orland
Hills at 7 PM. Our meetings consist of networking,
resume review, guest speakers, and open forums. For
more information, please contact Lee Junkans at
ajunkans@aol.com
A Prayer for Job Seekers
Gracious and loving God, you know our need for
meaningful work. Send your Holy Spirit to guide
those who are searching for employment. Help them
to recognize the gifts and talents you have given
them. Deepen their desire to follow your will.
Inspire them as they contact potential employers.
Give them patience as they wait for responses.
Shelter them from feelings of rejection. Protect
them from discouragement. Shower on them the
graces they need to persevere. Let this time of
searching become an opportunity to grow in faith,
to cultivate the virtue of hope, and to experience
your healing love. We ask this through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Joyful Again! Program for Widowed Men and
Women
Are you widowed? Have you reached a
crossroads? Are you at a turning point?
Do you want to move forward with your
life, while still treasuring your memories?
The Joyful Again program brings understanding and hope
to help you in your life’s new journey. Our next
workshop/retreat will be on March 4 and 5 at Our Lady of
the Angels, House of Prayer, 13820 Main Street, in
Lemont, IL.
For information or to register, please call the Joyful Again
Widowed Ministry at 708-354-7211. Early registration is
encouraged.

Parish 500 Club
Congratulations to the following Parish 500 Club winners for the week of January 22, 2017:
$100 Winner—Square #250, Jim and Jo Hart
$25 Winner—Square #211, Janice Jacobson

Community
Congratulations to the following Providence Catholic High School students from
St. Stephen Parish for achieving Honor Roll grade status during First Semester.
Antonio Alejo
Michael Alejo
Grace Alles
Isabella Altobelli
Madeline Bear
Lauren Bird

Delaney Bray
Mark Cachey
Charles Coughlin
Emma Coughlin
Cara Cox
Gustavo Gamboa

Molly Hallberg
Harrison Hoff
Sean Huisman
Amy Jensen
Daniel Jensen
Sarah Kaley

Jacqueline Kelly
Lea Kulpinski
Megan Kulpinski
Connor Lima
Caroline Murphy
Joseph Murphy

Brendan Nieukirk
Hailey Radakovitz
Kyle Radakovitz
Gino Sanfilippo
Billy Savarino
Patrick Sullivan

Keely Tess
Carina Tolan
Emma Urchell
Zachary Zbonski

Around town...


Portiuncual Center for Prayer (9263 W. St. Francis Road in Frankfort.)—SoulCollage® is a process which
begins as simple creative fun, but which suddenly may surprise and awaken you! Learn to access your intuition and
begin to create an incredible deck of collaged cards with deep personal meaning. Artistic ability is not needed and
all materials will be provided. Program runs 9:30—noon on January 30. Fee is $35. For more information, please
call 815-464-3880 or visit www.portforprayer.org



Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a dinner, a show, and dancing at St. Francis Woods, featuring Frankie J.—Elvis
tribute performer! (www.frankiejelvis.com). The event will be held on Saturday, February 11 at St. Francis Woods
Auditorium, 9201 W. St. Francis Road, Frankfort. Doors open at 6:00pm, buffet dinner at 6:30pm, show at
7:30pm, followed by dancing. $25 per person. Contact Gerry Guzaitis at 815-464-3882 with questions or to RSVP.
RSVP no later than February 3, 2017.



Infant Jesus of Prague prayer group invites you to Healing Service & Mass on Monday, February 6 at 7:30pm at
Infant of Prague Church located at Flossmoor Rd. & Leavitt Ave. in Flossmoor, Il. Offered the first Monday of
every month at 7:30pm. IJP is wheel chair accessible. For more information, call Bettyann Hall 708-799-1234.



Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s)—Looking to start 2017 off with a renewed sense of purpose & belonging? Then
register today for a life-changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House, Mundelein, IL
(in the northern suburbs), on Feb 17-19, 2017. Take a chance and get involved... this is one New Year’s
resolution you won't regret! Cost is $197 for meals and a single room. Call (312) 532-8286, e-mail
reflect.chicagoland@gmail.com, or visit www.ReflectRetreat.com for details.



The Women’s Center—We are in need of 6 pack n plays, 4 infant car seat/carriers, 4 fixed side cribs, 3 toddler
beds, 2 strollers, 2 double strollers, 2 walkers, 3 changing tables, 4 bouncers, 4 high chairs, 2 bassinets, and 3
swings. It will be a great help if you can deliver these to us. Call for our address where items may be dropped off.
Multiple items may be eligible for a pick-up by a volunteer if needed, please call 773-794-1313. The families who
receive these things are grateful for your generosity.

Celebrants, Deacons, Greeters, and Counters
Date

Ministry

Sat 5 PM

Sun 7 AM

Sun 8:30 AM

Sun 10 AM

Sun 11:30 AM

2/5 Celebrant
Deacons
Greeters

Counters

Flo Simosky
Joan Beck
Jean Coughlin
Dolores Soverino

2/5

Tom Mitus
Jeanne Upreti
Mike Tyrrell
Eileen Tyrrell
Team #4

2/12

Pauline Cotrano
Linda Giroux
Barb Ridge
Bob ridge
Team #1

Julie Gilligan
Seana Gilligan
Alyssa Corona
Natalie Sims

Sun 1 PM
Polish

Catholic Schools Week

Parish Calendar
Day
Sunday

Date
Jan-29

Time
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
1:00-3:00 PM
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Monday

Jan-30
4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm
4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm
9:30 AM - 3:30 PM
10:00 AM

Tuesday

Jan-31
4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

Wednesday

Thursday

Feb-1
7:30 PM
4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Feb-2 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

7:00 PM
7:30 PM
Feb-3 After 8 AM Mass
8:45 AM - 10:00 AM
9:30 AM - 3:30 PM
6:30 PM
Feb-4
All Masses
All Masses
All Masses
7:00 PM
Feb-5
All Masses
All Masses
All Masses
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Event

Location

Baby Nursing
RCIA
Catholic Schools Week Mass
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Open House
Baptism
Living Stations Meeting
Resisting Happiness Book Discussion
Instructional Mass Gr. 5
RE Classes
RE Classes
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Young @ Heart Mtg.
Instructional Mass Gr. 5
RE Classes
Highlanders
Rosary
Instructional Mass Gr. 5
Kingdom Meeting
RE Classes
Moms and Tots
Adult Choir
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament with Rosary
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Children's Choir

#153
#125
Church
167th & 9th Ave.
Church
#125/126
LMR
Daily Chapel
Education Wing
Education Wing
Daily Chapel
LMR
Daily Chapel
Education Wing
#170/171/172/173
Daily Chapel
Daily Chapel
#126
Education Wing
#161
Church
Daily Chapel
#125/126
Church

Benediction followed by Divine Mercy Prayers

Daily Chapel

Matko Boza Gromniczna
SWIFT
Feast of St. Blaise—Blessing of Throats
Scripture Study
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
1st Fri Mass (Polish)
Baby Nursing
Feast of St. Blaise—Blessing of Throats
St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive
Sign up for Lenten program “The Journey”
1st Sat Mass (Polish)
Baby Nursing
Feast of St. Blaise—Blessing of Throats
St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive
Sign up for Lenten program “The Journey”
RCIA
Family Mass Gr. 5
Growing With God
Baptism

Church
#125
Church
#126
Daily Chapel
Church
#153
Church
Narthex
Narthex
Church
#153
Church
Narthex
Narthex
#125
Church
#162-167
Church

Mass Intentions
1/29
7:00am
8:30am
10:00am
11:30am
1:00pm
6:15pm
1/30
8:00am
1/31
8:00am
2/1
8:00am
2/2
8:00am
2/3
8:00am

2/4
8:00am

Sunday
Requested by :
Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace
Meghan Fitzgerald
Frances Rooney
Jean Dunn
M/M J. DeAmbrose
Isabel Baldibiezo
Miriam Castillo
Francesca Campione
Michela Campione
John Caroll
The Family
Peter Susami
The Landers Family
Ann Lodato
Beverly Lodato
Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace
John Kogut
Robert & Emily Haynes
Marian Zielinski
M/M Tom Ceska
Loretta Szmergalski
Brian Papa
Monday
Joseph Makchrzak
Richard & Pat Tattas
Steven Paul Brill
Bridget Boyle
Tuesday
Salvatore LaMargo
Lucy LaMargo
Alice Pokrzywa
Rita Lewicki
Wednesday
Norbert W. Brasky
Dolores F. Michalski
Purgatorial Society
Thursday
Dolores Hilger
Rodger Hilger
Martin & Claudia Plecki
Anna Plecki
Friday
Sgt. Leonard & Pvt. Eugene
Wachewicz
Eileen Fahy
Saturday
Rachel Marie Lullo

M/M Rychetsky
Mike & Mary Moran

Pray For Our Sick
Julie Barth
Joey Moylan
Arlene Beavan
Julie Murray
Grace Boblak
Dave Newquist
Kathie Brosius
Patricia Peliggi
Donald Bryar
Anna Plecki
Ramy Bryar
Joe & Joan Ricciuti
Tammy Burns
Marek Rudzki
Joanne Chess
Mary Lou Schoettler
Thomas Conners
Nicole Siedschlag
John Czerniak
Jim Smith
Bob & Sheila Dickman Irene Stepp
Joe Dorff
Rachel Swallow
Janice Dorff
Joseph Tierney
Bill Dunlap
Elizabeth Tyminski
Robert Engler
Michael Vasek
Bill Galvin
Kelly Weiss
Caroline Grady
Ken & Patricia Weissman
Larry Hersh
Richard White
Helen Michalik
And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray
Names of parishioners will be kept on the prayer list
at Mass for four weeks and listed in the bulletin for 60
days. Immediate family members are asked to call
after four weeks if you wish to still have the name
read at Mass.
Names of non-parishioners who are immediate family
members of our parishioners will be read at Mass for
two weeks and listed in the bulletin for two weeks.

Please Pray for Our Deceased
Laverne Callan

Tina & Phillip Lullo

Int of Noel & Mary Heffener Kathy Mrumlinski
5:00pm

2/5
7:00am
8:30am
10:00am
11:30am
1:00pm
6:15pm

John & Jeanette Dygdon
The Dygdon Family
Maciej Palys
Adult Altar Servers
Jim Dwyer
Marilyn Dwyer
Thomas Ceska
The Ceska Family
The Ricciuti Family
Joe & Joan Ricciuti
Int. of Ed and Karen Markel 50th Anniversary
Sunday
Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace
Edward Senese
Dcn Joe & Linda Stalcup
Mary A. Marren
The Family
Dave Onak
Suzanna Leonard
Francesca Campione

Joe & Barb Onak
Irene Doyle Family
Michela Campione

Noemi Caravantes
Miriam Castilio
Gus M. Graziano, Jr.
The Graziano Family
Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace
Jack McNamara
Estelle Rogers

Kathleen Brennan
Karen Hooker

Palma Luethje

Weekly Readings
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

Zep 2:3; 3:12-13
Heb 11:32-40
Heb 12:1-4
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15
Mal 3:1-4
Heb 13:1-8
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21

Welcome to Our Newly Baptized
Peyton Marie Jolly
David Kwak
Lincoln Flynn Morgan
Nicolas Henry Reyes
Vincent Michael Tesinsky
Andrew Ryan Vilimek

Thank You Advertisers
E a rn $ $ $ $ f o r S t . S t e p h en ’ s Pa r i sh !

St. Stephen Men’s Club

Have lunch or dinner at Gatto's on the 2nd or 4th Wednesday of
the month and help in raising funds for St. Stephen’s parish.
The parish will receive 15% of the before tax cost of
your meal. Please present this coupon to your server or ask
your server to write St. Stephen's Men's Club on your bill.

Dine-In or Carryout
2nd & 4th Wednesdays
of the month

15% Donation (before tax)
Present this coupon to
server

your

