
             
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish 

 

Liturgy Schedule: Mon.—Sat. 8 am; Mass of Anticipation, Saturday, 5 pm;                                                                          
Sunday 7 am, 8:30 am, 10 am, 11:30 am, 6:15 pm, and Polish at 1 pm                                

Reconciliation: Saturday 8:45 am—9:30 am           



 Our Parish School—Cardinal Bernardin 
Principal—Ms. Mary Iannucilli  

Address:  9250 W. 167th Street  Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525  School Fax:  708.403.8621                                                              

Website: cjbschool.org            Email: info@cjbschool.org 

New Parishioner Registration 

 Our Staff 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English 

and 1pm in Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish 

office for the necessary preparations. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 

8:45—9:30am  in the church or by  appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of 

the weddings of both registered parishioners and the 

children of registered parishioners. Information is available 

from one of the priests or deacons. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or 

homebound parishioners can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg 

at the parish office or Barbara Black at 708-466-9962. 

Stewardship: Sharing Our Treasure 

St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel. 

Our Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, 

our work places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to 

nurture those gifts and to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, 

and material treasure. In all of our parish activities we seek to develop a 

personal relationship with the Lord who directs our lives and a vision that 

sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that leads to a commitment to 

justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open and 

welcoming people and a sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of God’s 

love. 

Address: 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487                                                                                                                                                             

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-6pm; 

Sat Noon-5pm; Closed Mon-Friday from 12:30-1pm.                        

Office Phone: 708.342.2400  

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Website: www.ststephentinley.com                                              

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com 

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by 

noon on Wednesday for the following week’s bulletin. 

 Parish Office 

Our Parish Mission 

Sacraments 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                                

Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                                                                  

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                            

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                          

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of St. 

Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage payment to 

the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our monthly collections.  

Also, please consider making electronic donations through Give 

Central. Go to our website ststephentinley.com and click on 

Online Giving to sign up. Online donations can be scheduled at 

the frequency you choose through either your band or credit card. 

Religious Education Office 
Director of Religious Education—Sandi Morgan              

Assoc. Director of Religious Education—Leslie Krauledis 

Admin. Assistant for Religious Education—Joann Buryj          

Religious Education Secretary—Patti Parker                      

Phone: 708.342.1544                             

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every 

month  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, 

Wednesdays  at 8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please 

contact the parish office.  

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through     

the Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. 

Appointments with our parish counselor Michele L. 

Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact 

Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of help, please 

contact St. Stephen’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry through 

the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program,       

St. Stephen offers English and Polish support groups. 

Please contact the parish office for more information.  

For those in need... 

 September  2016 Year to Date 

Actual $108,893 $343,307 

Budget $116,375 $371,125 

Surplus / (Shortfall) ($7,482) ($27,818) 

Please consider remembering your parish when preparing your will.  

Robert Conlin Joseph Stalcup Deacons: 

William Engler Pete Van Merkestyn  

Chuck McFarland Kenneth Zawadzki  

William Schultz   

              Collections 

Will be available next week  



From Our Pastor 
 

 Dear People of St. Stephen, 

Congratulations to Joseph 

Karczewski, the $500 winner in the 

parish 500 Club at the initial drawing 

at the spaghetti dinner on November 

4. Our first weekly $100 winner at 

the weekly Monday morning 

drawing was Mr. and Mrs. Ray 

Garbaciak  and our weekly $25 

winner was John A. Kelley. Thanks 

and good luck to everyone who 

entered the sold-out 500 Club. We 

will have weekly winners throughout 

the year as well as a $500 winner on 

the feast of St. Stephen on December 

26, a $500 winner at the parish 

picnic, and a $1000 winner on 

October 30, 2017, the last drawing 

for the year. 

Thanks to our Religious Education 

Board, our Religious Education staff, 

and our teen volunteers who 

provided us with a very enjoyable 

evening at the spaghetti dinner. 

Thanks to Bob Page and Bill 

Sifuentes who again provided very 

enjoyable musical entertainment and 

to Toni Rafferty and her volunteers 

who ran the basket raffles. The work 

of many people gave us a very fine 

evening. 

Recently the Vatican issued an 

instruction regarding the burial of the 

deceased and the conservation of 

ashes in the case of cremation. The 

document contains no change in 

current Church practice. Since 1963 

the Church has allowed cremation, 

and since 1997 a funeral Mass with 

the cremated remains present has 

been allowed. (A summary of the 

instruction is elsewhere in the 

bulletin.) The recent instruction 

emphasizes the importance of the 

cremated remains being laid to rest in 

a sacred place, that is, in a cemetery 

or in certain areas like a church or an 

area that has been set aside for this 

purpose. I want to quote a section of 

the Vatican document that speaks to 

the Church’s reasons for this practice. 

“When, for legitimate motives, 

cremation of the body has been 

chosen, the ashes of the faithful must 

be laid to rest in a sacred place, that is, 

in a cemetery or, in certain cases, in a 

church or an area which has been set 

aside for this purpose and so dedicated 

by the competent ecclesial authority. 

From the earliest times, Christians 

have desired that the faithful          

departed become objects of the               

Christian community’s prayers and 

remembrance. Their tombs have 

become places of prayer, 

remembrance, and reflection. The 

faithful departed remain part of the 

Church who believes in the 

communion of all the faithful of 

Christ, those who are pilgrims on 

earth, the dead who are being purified, 

and the blessed in heaven, altogether 

forming one Church.” 

“The reservation of the ashes of the 

departed in a sacred place ensures that 

they are not excluded from the prayers 

and remembrance of their family or 

the Christian community. It prevents 

the faithful departed from being 

forgotten, or the remains from being 

shown a lack of respect, which 

eventuality is possible, most especially 

once the immediate subsequent 

generation has too passed away. Also 

it prevents any unfitting or 

superstitious practices.” 

I find real value in these guidelines 

from my own experience, as my 

family has plots in St. Mary’s 

Cemetery on 87th Street that go back 

nearly 100 years. It is a place of 

reverence in prayer for my own 

parents’ remains and for those of my 

mother’s parents and family members 

whom I did not know. Our Catholic 

burial practices help to assure that the 

faithful departed are not forgotten 

over the generations and that their 

remains will be shown respect. The 

Catholic cemeteries website has more 

information on the Vatican 

instruction: 

www.CatholicCemeteriesChicago.org 

Next weekend Fr. Charles Dahm, a 

Dominican priest, will speak at all 

our Masses on the important issue of 

domestic violence. This is a problem 

that affects far too many people in 

our society and has a devastating 

effect on personal and family lives. 

Fr. Dahm’s presentation will help us 

to respond to this concern. 

Elsewhere in this bulletin is an article 

detailing how we can respond to the 

devastation caused by Hurricane 

Matthew in our nation and especially 

in Haiti last month. Catholic Relief 

Services and Catholic Charities have 

a long-standing presence in the 

affected areas and so are well 

equipped to respond to the needs 

there, as they have been doing. 

Please keep the people affected in 

your prayers and consider giving 

financial support to the relief efforts 

if you are able. 

Finally, I want to direct your 

attention to the article in the bulletin 

on our efforts to form a Children’s 

Liturgy Team to assist in Family 

Masses, grade level Masses, and 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

Building habits of worship in our 

children and involving them in the 

liturgy is important for our parish 

now and in the future. I invite you to 

join in our efforts. 

May God bless you and your loved 

ones. 

Fr. Jay 

 



Spiritual Life 

An Hour of Power or                                              

A Few Holy Moments 
 

St. Stephen Daily Chapel is a great place to spend some 

quiet time with the Lord. We have expanded the           

hours of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Currently 

we have Adoration on Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. until 

6:30 p.m. with Benediction. We will be adding Mondays 

and Fridays from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. On these 

days, just ring the bell near the far right entrance to the 

church (east side of building) and the office will buzz 

you in. 

  

With the addition of these hours, we would like to create 

a schedule of some regular, consistent “Power Hour” 

adorers. These are folks who would visit each week at 

their regularly scheduled time. Of course you can visit 

the chapel any other time in addition to this hour.  

Mondays and Fridays the hours will be: 9:30, 10:30, and 

11:30 a.m. as well as 12:30, 1:30, and 2:30 p.m.         

The Chapel will close at 3:30 p.m. on these days. On 

Thursdays additional hours of  3:30, 4:30, and 5:30 p.m. 

are available. If you would like to set a regular, 

consistent weekly day and time to visit the chapel, please 

call the parish office and leave your name, phone 

number, and preferred day and hour. We will do our best 

to meet your request.  

  

This is a great time of year to renew or deepen your 

personal relationship with Our Lord by spending quiet 

time with Him at home or in the chapel.  Matthew Kelly 

reminds us, “We need some silence and solitude to sit 

with God and work out who we are, what we are here 

for, and what matters most, so we can make great 

decisions in our lives.”  God wants to fill us with hope 

and joy so that we can bring these to others around us.  

Spend some quality time with your BEST Friend, Jesus!! 

Communion for the Homebound 

St. Stephen has a ministry of Archdiocesan trained 

volunteers who will administer the Holy Eucharist to 

those who are unable to attend Mass because of sickness, 

recent surgery, or age. Our ministers are caring men and 

women who will offer compassion, faith sharing, and 

prayer to the homebound and their caregivers when they 

bring Holy Communion into their homes. 

Schedules are flexible and can be arranged by the 

minister and the person to be visited or his/her caregiver. 

If you or someone you know would like to receive this 

life giving Sacrament, please call Father Greg in the 

parish offices at 708-342-2400 to make arrangements. 

The Holy Family Flowers  

were donated in memory of  

Joseph & Stella Witkowski                                              

for the week of November 13, 2016 

Sponsored by  The Family  

The Sanctuary Candle  

burns in memory of  

Janet Kaminski 

for the week of November 13, 2016 

Sponsored by  Walter & Eleanor Kaminski 

Marriage 

New Ways to Honor or              

Remember a Loved One 
 

If you would like to sponsor the Sanctuary 

candle or the Holy Family flowers for a special occasion 

or for a memorial, please stop by the parish office. 

Reservations are now open through December 2017. A 

recommended donation of $50 is requested. Weekly 

bouquets will be seasonal, fresh-cut flowers provided by 

Hearts and Flowers Florist in Tinley Park. If you have any 

questions, please contact Karen or Stacy in the parish 

office at 708-342-2400. 

Banns III Szymon Sieczka & Maria Philobos 



Spiritual Life 

Parishioners are invited to Light Advent Candles 

It has been a tradition at St Stephen Parish to have 

members of the congregation light the Advent Candles at 

the beginning of each Mass during Advent. The Advent 

Intentions will also be brought up to the altar by those 

who sign up to light the candles. Sign up sheets are 

available on the ushers’ table for those who wish to light 

the Advent Candles.   

For those who sign up, please check in with an usher no 

later than 10 minutes before Mass starts. This way the 

ushers will know that you are there; otherwise, they will 

look for someone to take your place. Please remember to 

honor your commitment.   

Parish Vocation Prayer Cross 

Last weekend our parish began participating in a program 

that has been initiated in many parishes throughout the 

country. It is called the Parish Vocation Prayer Cross. The 

program works like this. At each Mass on Saturday 

evening or Sunday, a family, couple, or individual will be 

invited to come forward after communion to receive the 

Vocation Prayer Cross and a special prayer written to 

accompany it. In taking the cross, they commit themselves 

to pray during the week, in the name of our parish, the 

vocation prayer in thanksgiving for all those generously 

sharing in church ministry and in asking God for an 

increase in vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, 

religious life, and lay church ministries. Everyone is 

invited to participate in this program. There is a sign-up 

sheet in the back of the church. We encourage you to sign 

up for one of the weeks and then to attend the designated 

Mass that week to receive the cross.  

It is our hope that this experience of prayer will encourage 

each of us to take seriously our vocation as a member of 

the Lord’s people and encourage all of us to pray for the 

gift of vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and religious 

life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is calling forth men 

and women to these roles of service in the Church. May 

our prayer help to inspire young men and women to be 

attentive to the movement of the Holy Spirit within them 

and to step forward in faith and with generous hearts to 

wherever the Holy Spirit leads them. 

The Little Blue Book 

An Advent Prayer Book 
 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27. Advent is a 

time of preparation for and reflection upon the birth of 

Jesus. To aid in the prayerful preparation for Advent   

The Little Blue Book written by Bishop Untener of 

Saginaw, Michigan offers a brief prayer for each day of 

Advent.  The Little Blue Book will be available in the 

magazine racks on the west wall of the narthex 

beginning on November 14.  Please take one and use it 

for daily prayer during Advent. A donation of $1 is 

requested to pay for The Little Blue Book. By the way, 

the first Sunday of Advent begins a new year for the 

Church based on the Church’s calendar. Happy New 

Year! 

Best Advent Ever—Dynamic Catholic  

Advent Program 
 

We prepare for everything we consider important in life—

and that includes Christmas. We shop for gifts, bake 

cookies, decorate our trees, and visit family and friends 

until we are ready to drop. 

These activities are all part of the season, but at its heart, 

Advent is about getting ready to encounter Jesus. Opening 

your heart to Him. Getting to know Him. Becoming a 

better husband or wife, father or mother, son or daughter, 

friend, etc.  

This Advent, you are invited to participate in Best Advent 

Ever: Rediscover Christmas, a free e-mail program from 

Dynamic Catholic that will help you slow down and focus 

on what really matters during the busy season. Each day, 

you’ll receive an e-mail with practical tips, free Christmas 

music, or an inspirational video from Dr. Allen Hunt and 

other Catholic voices of our time. 

The program is simple. All you have to do is sign up at 

BestAdventEver.com . Your experience of Christmas will 

be unlike any you’ve experienced before. Are you ready 

for your best Advent ever ? 



Thanksgiving Day Mass—Everyone is invited to 

celebrate Thanksgiving Day Mass with our St. Stephen 

parish community at 9 a.m. on Thanksgiving  morning. 

Please join us as we come together to give glory and 

thanksgiving to God.  

We invite everyone who comes to Thanksgiving Mass to 

participate in our annual Thanksgiving food blessing. It 

is appropriate to ask the Lord to bless our Thanksgiving 

dinner, for all our gifts are from the Lord. Items will be 

blessed after the Mass. Please bring non-perishable food 

items such as bread, rolls, wine, etc. with you. 

Also, it is our parish tradition to donate our 

Thanksgiving offertory collection to our Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul here at St. Stephen. We appreciate your 

generosity to this ministry. “Organized locally, 

Vincentians witness God's love by embracing all works 

of charity and justice. The Society collaborates with 

other people of good will in relieving need and 

addressing its causes, making no distinction in those 

served because, in them, Vincentians see the face of 

Christ” (taken from The Mission of the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul). Our SVDP group here at St. Stephen 

has helped numerous parish and local families in meeting 

their basic needs of rent, mortgage payments, utilities, 

and food support when they find themselves in difficult 

or emergency situations. For more information or if you 

are in need of help, please contact Deacon Ken Zawadzki 

at 708-342-2400.  

Parish and RE Office Hours—In observance of the 

Thanksgiving holiday, our parish and religious education 

offices will be closed on Thursday, November 24 and 

Friday, November 25. Our parish office will reopen on 

Saturday, November 26 at noon. 

Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Day Prayer 

Family Prayer Service          

Around the Thanksgiving Table  

Leader: We come to our table to 

welcome this feast of Thanksgiving with 

joy and with gladness.  We have prepared 

this feast with good food and drink.  We 

have gathered together and come around this table to feast and to 

celebrate the many things for which we are grateful.  The Lord is 

our light and or salvation.  May this light burn brightly in our 

hearts and around this table, both at this Thanksgiving and at all 

of our family meals. 

Grandparent or older child lights a candle.                                                                                                                   

Leader: We give thanks today for all of the many gifts that we 

have received. 

 Each person states one thing they are thankful for. 

Leader:  Let us also remember those members of this family 

and those loved ones who are not present at our table. 

 A silent pause, or the names of individuals are said aloud.  Each 

person reads a verse of the following until the prayer is 

completed. 

Blessing: Lord of all blessings.  From you has come a full 

harvest of gifts to us.  With our uplifted hearts, we come today 

around this table to give thanks to you. 

We are grateful not only for the gift of our very lives but all the 

gifts of friendship, love, devotion, and forgiveness that we have 

shared.  

On this thanksgiving and this day of giving thanks, we thank 

you for showing us how to return thanks by lives of service, by 

actions of hospitality, by kindness to others, and by concern for 

each other. 

If guests  are present:  

We thank you for the presence of (names of guests) who, by 

their being present in our home, have added to this feast of joy 

and celebration. 

We are most grateful, today, for the way you our unseen 

God, have become visible to us in one another, both for 

our families and our friends, in countless daily gifts, and 

in the marvels of creation itself. 

Come Lord of gifts, bless our table and all the food of 

this feast. Let us thank the Lord today and all days. 

Used with permission from Jubilee Day for Families – 

Catholic Bishops Family Ministries Office, Archdiocese 

of Chicago. 
 

May the hand of God  

always protect you and those you love. 

Community                      

Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

St. Julie Billiart will be hosting its 

annual Thanksgiving Community 

Dinner on Thanksgiving Day from 

1 p.m. until  3 p.m. in the St. Julie Devine Center      

(7399 W. 159th Street, Tinley Park). The cost is free—

you just need to bring your smile.  All ages and  all are 

welcome! If you are homebound, they will bring a meal 

to you. Call them! Please RSVP by calling                 

(708) 429- 6767   Ext.   212. 

Please forward to anyone who might be interested! 



Catholic Campaign for Human Development—Weekend of November 19 and November 20 

For over 35 years, CCHD has funded community and economic development programs that build strong communities 

through the participation of low-income leaders and a focus on the root causes of poverty. CCHD invests in the dignity 

of the poor by providing essential grants to community-based projects. CCHD funds organizations that work to address 

the root causes of poverty with seniors, youth, immigrants, people with disabilities and low-wage workers in Cook and 

Lake Counties. All successes are only possible through the generosity of parishioners.  

Because we are good and grateful stewards of God-given gifts, we gratefully share our blessings for the work of the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development. The collection will be taken on the weekend of November 19th/20th in the 

parishes of the Archdiocese of Chicago. As a parish we will no longer have an actual second collection for this need, but 

as a parish we will send a contribution based on previous years’ contributions. So we ask you to increase your regular 

donations which become part of our parish’s donation to the CCHD and other eliminated second contributions. 

The work of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development is important and they are grateful for our financial help. 

Spiritual Life 

New Vatican Instruction, To Rise with Christ, on the Care of Cremated Remains 

A summary of the recent Vatican document on the Care of Cremation remains. 

Since 1963 the Church has allowed cremation and since early 1997 it has allowed a funeral liturgy in the presence of 

cremated remains. Even with these concessions, the Church has always stressed the importance of burying the remains 

of the faithful, either the body or the cremated remains.  

In recent times, the practice of cremation has notably increased in many countries. Simultaneously, new and sometimes 

puzzling ideas contrary to the Church’s vision of Christian burial have redirected the focus of Christian death (for 

example, cremated remains being used to make jewelry or mementos). 

Thus, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has deemed opportune the publication of a new Instruction, with 

the intention of underlining, or re-emphasizing the doctrinal and pastoral reasons for the preference of the burial of the 

remains of the faithful and to set out norms for the conservation of cremated remains. 

Is the prohibition of the scattering ashes or keeping them in the home new?  

No. These are not new prohibitions. What the Instruction is emphasizing is the Church’s ancient tradition of preferring 

that the bodies of the deceased be buried. Noting that there are reasons one might choose to be cremated, the Church 

holds to that tradition of burying remains, because of what we believe about the Resurrection—that one day, Christ will 

return in glory and our bodies and souls will be reunited but will be remade on the last day, sharing the Glory of the 

Risen Christ. 

Because of this, it is inconsistent with this belief to scatter the cremated remains of our deceased (into the air, on the 

ground, or in bodies of water) or to divide them, or to keep them in homes. 

Then what are to be done with the cremated remains of a deceased loved one?  

The Instruction notes that “when, for legitimate motives, cremation of the body has been chosen, the ashes of the faithful 

must be laid to rest in a sacred place, that is, in a cemetery or, in certain cases, in a church or an area, which has been set 

aside for this purpose...From the earliest times, Christians have desired that the faithful departed become the objects of 

the Christian community’s prayers and remembrance. Their tombs have become places of prayer, remembrance and 

reflection. The faithful departed remain part of the Church who believes ‘in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, 

those who are pilgrims on earth, the dead who are being purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one 

Church’.” 

The Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Chicago are always ready to assist families who are dealing with the 

death of a loved one, and if cremation has been chosen, the Cemeteries are able to provide options for burial or 

internment of the cremated remains.  



Military Corner 

Please pray for our Military men and women on a daily basis for their safe return. 

CPL Nicholas Cascone Lt. A.m.anda Griffith Tsgt. Laura Langley Sgt. Dominic Messina 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Sgt. Evan Grober Ssgt. Carl Langley PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Major Vincent Cesaro Capt. Michael Gryczka Sgt. Joseph Malone LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Lt. Dan Kniaz  Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

 

Responding to Domestic Violence                            

in our Community 

On Saturday, November 19 and Sunday, November 20  

Fr. Charles W. Dahm, O.P., Director of Domestic 

Violence Outreach for the Archdiocese of Chicago, will 

preach at all the Masses at St. Stephen. Although largely 

unseen, domestic violence is rampant in the United States, 

including in our own community. Calls about domestic 

violence are the most frequent calls received by local 

police.  

On Monday, November 21, Fr. Dahm will meet at 7 p.m. 

at the parish office with those parishioners interested in 

learning more about domestic violence and/or helping our 

parish respond to the needs of victims in our community 

as sensitively and compassionately as we can.  

Please contact Deacon Bill Schultz in our parish office at 

708-342-2400 with questions or concerns.   

Human Concerns 

The Gospel predicts end times; our challenge though is to live faithfully 

now. St. Vincent often asked this simple question: “What would Jesus 

Christ do, if he were in my place now? Ask yourself “What would Jesus 

Christ do?” and then put your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul poor 

box so that those who are suffering will be able to celebrate Thanksgiving.  

St. Vincent de Paul 

Society 

Mass of Remembrance 

St. Joseph’s Church located at 17951 Dixie Highway in 

Homewood will be hosting a Mass of Remembrance, 

Hope and Healing for all those who mourn the loss of a 

child on Friday, November 18 at 7 PM. Mothers, fathers, 

grandparents, siblings, relatives, and family friends are 

encouraged to come. If you know of someone who would 

benefit from this liturgy, please invite him or her to come. 

 Joyful Again Widowed Ministry 

Are you a widowed man or woman looking for a way to 

navigate your way through life’s changes? Hoping to find 

joy in living once more? There will upcoming 

retreats/workshops for those widowed at Our Lady of the 

Angels House of Prayer in Lemont on Alvernia Manor’s 

Campus January  21 & 22, 2017. Includes overnight stay 

and meals. Very limited space– register early. 

For more information, please contact the Joyful Again 

Widowed Ministry at 708-354-7211 or by email at 

joyfulagain7211@gmail.com. You can also visit the 

ministry website at www.joyfulagain.org 

Confidentiality & compassion are the                               

cornerstones of our ministry.  

Are you struggling and in need of help?  

Please contact our parish office at 708-342-2400, ask for 

the SVdP hotline, and leave a message when you are con-

nected to the voicemail box. Be sure to leave your name 

and a phone number where you can be reached. Someone 

from our SVdP ministry group will contact you. 

Emergency Relief for Victims of Hurricane Matthew 
In early October Hurricane Matthew killed over 1000 

people and destroyed thousands of buildings and homes in 

the southeast United States and Caribbean, with the most 

extensive damage being done in the poor areas of Haiti. 

Catholic Relief Services and Catholic Charities have been 

on the ground working to be agents of mercy and healing in 

the wake of this disaster, providing water, food, shelter, and 

medical care. This work will continue through the long 

recovery period. The local contacts of these agencies have 

enabled them to have access to the neediest areas. We 

invite you to consider donating to support the victims of 

this disaster. Donations can be sent to: 
 

Hurricane Matthew Emergency Appeal 

Catholic Relief Services 

3525 S. Lake Park Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60653 
 

All funds collected during this appeal will be used in the 

affected areas. Please keep the people affected and the 

relief workers in your prayers. 

http://www.joyfulagain.org/


Youth Education & Formation 
Religious Education Schedule 

November 29—Catechist Mtg, 6-8p.m. (Ed. wing/Church). 

Our featured speaker is Joe Paprocki. 

December 3—First Reconciliation 11 a.m. & 1 p.m. 

(Church) 

December 5, 6, 7—Instructional Mass 4, class sessions 

(Church/Chapel). Fourth grade will join in Church during 

class time to learn more about Mass. 

December 11—Grade 4 Sunday Mass 10 a.m. (Church). All 

Religious Ed. students and Catholic School students of 

fourth grade families should attend 10 a.m. Mass. Fourth 

graders will process in with the priest and be called to the 

altar for the homily. Please remember to sign in your student 

at the table in the Narthex. 

January 8—Grade 1 Sunday Mass 10 a.m.  (Church). 

Epiphany of the Lord. All Religious Ed. students and 

Catholic School students of first grade families should attend 

10 a.m. Mass. First graders will process in with the priest and 

be called to the altar for the homily. Please remember to sign 

in your student at the table in the Narthex. First graders are 

asked to make donations of hats, scarfs, mittens, and gloves 

for the less fortunate. These donations will be sent to the 

PADS program at St. Lawrence O'Toole.  

Kids’ Day—This year’s KIDS’ DAY will again be hosted in 

the St. Elizabeth Seton Gymnasium. We had a lot of fun last 

year and look forward to having another great year. All 

children ages 6-13 are invited to participate. Kids’ Day will 

be from 1—4 p.m.  on Sunday, November 27. 

 

 November Branches Events. 

 Nov. 18 —-  Lazer Tag Frankfort CMP Tactical 7:15 -

9:15 p.m. Must have permission waiver filled out. Email 

or Call to RSVP is $30 per person.  

 Nov. 20 — Branches Middle School  5-7 p.m. 

 Nov. 29— Kids’ Day from 1-4 p.m. 

 

Basketball League 
Nov 17—Tournament @ OLW  St. Michaels at 6 p.m.  

I’ve had several parents ask me, “What is Branches?” This 

question makes sense because I have not introduced 

Branches and what it means to the parish as a whole. For 

those who do not know, I work at both St. Stephen & St. 

Elizabeth Seton. This partnership is based on trust between 

the two parishes. As I am just a single person, I must do what 

I can to be both effective & efficient in this position. To do 

such, I see it necessary to combine some aspects between the 

two. This trust is a give & take. Some aspects, like trunk or 

treat or living stations will rotate between the two parishes. 

Others are so that there is one clear message to both parishes. 

This is why I am introducing “Branches”, which is the youth 

ministry name of St. Elizabeth Seton. In regards to “TGIF” 

or “Teens Growing In Faith”, as our youth group has been 

known, I find that the ministry is in need of new life, fresh 

faces, and yes, a new name. “Branches” is derived from 

Jesus calling himself the vine and his disciples the branches. 

Only through Christ do we find new life. Therefore in 

building on the small successes over the last year, I am 

bringing Branches to St. Stephen’s and with it something 

different & new. I encourage you to let me know your 

thoughts on this jump. It will be one of many to come in the 

next year. I will leave you with a quote from one of the 

active high school seniors in our ministry.   

- Kyle Groves, Youth Minister 

Branches Youth Ministry 

For information about any Branches event, please e-mail                  

Kyle Groves at Kgroves@steseton.com  

Honor Roll 

Congratulations to Natalie Zampillo from   

Mother McCauley  High School for achieving           

Honor Roll Grade status. 

mailto:Kgroves@steseton.com


Youth Education and Formation 

Ladies’ Social Club 
 

Next meeting on Tuesday, 

November 15 at 10 a.m. in Rooms 

125/126. Please feel free to join us!  

Metal Recycling Drive  

Saturday, 11/19   

from 4:30 p.m.—6:15 p.m.                                                   

Sunday, 11/20  

from 7:30 a.m.—1 p.m. 

 

Celebrants, Deacons, Greeters, and Counters 

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1 PM Polish 

11/20 Celebrant Fr Jay Visitor Fr Mike Fr Greg Fr Jay Fr Greg 

  Deacons Dcn Bill E. Dcn Ken Dcn Bob C. Dcn Bill S. Dcn Pete   

  Greeters Dolores Soverino   Jeanne Upreti Chris Losey Lynn Packert   

    Joan Beck   Jim O’Donnell Mark Losey Alyssa Corona   

    Jean Coughlin   Linda Knapkiewicz Adam Shaal Theresa Buckley   

    Peg Schmitt   Helen Klimek Erin Shaal Terri Buckley   

  Counters 11/20 Team #1 11/27 Team #2     

Congratulations to the following lucky 

winners of our new                                    

Parish 500 Club Raffle. 

Spaghetti Dinner $500 Bonus Drawing 

Square #370—Joseph Karczewski 

Week of November 6, 2016 Drawings 

$100 Winner—Square #57,                 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Garbaciak 

$25 Winner—Square #69,                    

John A. Kelley 

Children’s Liturgy 2016/2017 

Attending Sunday Mass creates a great faith foundation for the youth of the parish; 

all families are invited to participate in the various children’s liturgical offerings 

during the 10AM Mass. Here is a listing what is happening at each Mass for the 

school year. Come fill the pews and enjoy our faith community! 

November  6 Family Mass    10AM 

  13 Grade 3 Mass                  10AM 

  20 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

  27 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

December 4 Family Mass    10AM 

  11 Grade 4 Mass               10AM 

  18 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

  24 Christmas Family Mass   5PM 

January  8 Grade 1 Mass/Epiphany   10AM 

   1st graders are invited to bring gifts                                                       

   (socks, gloves, etc.) for PADS shelter 

     15 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

  22 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

  29 Catholic Schools Week   10AM 

February 5 Grade 5 Mass    10AM 

  12 Family Mass    10AM 

  19 Grade 6 Mass    10AM 

  26 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

March  5 Family Mass    10AM 

  12 Grade 7 Mass    10AM 

  19 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

  26 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

April  2 Family Mass    10AM 

  9 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

  16 EASTER    10AM 

  23 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

May  7 Family Mass    10AM 

  14 May Crowning    10AM 

  21 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10AM 

Parish Life 

Parish 500 Club Winners 

 

We are currently forming a Children’s Liturgy Team to assist in the planning and celebrating of these liturgies. If you are 

interested in helping in this effort, please contact Fr. Jay or our religious education office. 



Polish Ministry 
Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana                                                                                                                                                   

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 1PM                                                                                                                                     

-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of 6:30-7:30pm Msza o 7:30pm                                                                                                                                             

-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm                                                                                                                                                                                             

-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 

Bóg, wiara i odwaga 

  Jakże pięknie współgrają powyższe słowa, bo przecież to Bóg daje nam wiarę i odwagę do jej wyznawania. 

Pozostaje jedynie pytanie, w jakich okolicznościach, w jakich sytuacjach można by ich użyć razem, bo przecież 

każde z nich oddzielnie ma określone znaczenie: cel naszej ziemskiej wędrówki, charyzmat, bohaterstwo. 

  Zwłaszcza w listopadzie, który jest miesiącem poświęconym wspominaniu naszych zmarłych, częściej niż zwykle 

odwiedzamy cmentarze, a także więcej w nas refleksji, zadumania, modlitwy za nich. Najwyższy wyraz nasza 

modlitwa znajduje w Eucharystii. Ofiarowując za zmarłych Mszę św., pomagamy im w oczyszczeniu, a 

przystępując z wiarą do komunii św., umacniamy z nimi więź duchowej miłości. Miesiąc listopad to także czas, w 

którym częściej rozważamy problem śmierci. 

  W tym kontekście w pierwszym czytaniu pojawiają się słowa, które są nam bliskie, które mówią o największych 

wartościach, o których wprawdzie myślimy, ale których nierzadko również się boimy. Opowieść o siedmiu synach 

(ta liczba jest nad wyraz symboliczna) skazanych na śmierć, to nic innego, jak przykład niezachwianej wiary w 

Boga. Tych odważnych ludzi w obliczu śmierci stać na słowa pełne wiary: «Ty, zbrodniarzu, odbierasz nam to 

obecne życie. Król świata jednak nas, którzy umieramy za Jego prawa, wskrzesi i ożywi do życia wiecznego». 

(Mch 7,9). Odwaga i poświęcenie dla Boga i wiary to zasługa w pełni doceniona przez Boga, ale również przez 

autorów Księgi Machabejskiej, skoro ten przykład znalazł się na kartach Pisma Świętego. 

  Czasy, w których żyjemy, są inne, i inne są zadania postawione przed nami. Święty Paweł w Liście do 

Tesaloniczan wyraźnie mówi „bracia, módlcie się za nas, aby słowo Pańskie rozszerzało się i rozsławiało, 

podobnie jak jest pośród was, abyśmy byli wybawieni od ludzi przewrotnych i złych, albowiem nie wszyscy mają 

wiarę.” (2 Tes 3,1-2). A zatem głównym naszym zadaniem jest głoszenie Boga, Chrystusa Ukrzyżowanego, i to nie 

tylko wewnątrz Kościoła, ale także, a w zasadzie przede wszystkim, wśród tych, którym Chrystus nie jest znany 

bądź którzy o Nim zapomnieli. 

  I wreszcie słowa Ewangelii pozornie mówiące o naszym życiu, o opiece nad rodziną, o obowiązkach wobec 

osamotnionych bliskich, a w gruncie rzeczy o naszej przyszłości, tej wiecznej, tej, do której dążymy. Jezus, 

odpowiadając saduceuszom, przekazał nam ważną treść: „Dzieci tego świata żenią się i za mąż wychodzą. Lecz ci, 

którzy uznani zostaną za godnych udziału w świecie przyszłym i w powstaniu z martwych, ani się żenić nie będą, 

ani za mąż wychodzić. Już bowiem umrzeć nie mogą, gdyż są równi aniołom i są dziećmi Bożymi, będąc 

uczestnikami zmartwychwstania.” (Łk 20,34-36). Czyż to nie wyraźna odpowiedź dla tych wszystkich, którzy 

zastanawiają się nad słusznością celibatu? Przecież ci, którzy się zdecydowali na święcenia kapłańskie, żyją już 

jakby w przedsionku nieba, poświęcając się dla Boga, żyjąc tak, jakby już dzisiaj byli świadkami 

Zmartwychwstania. 

  Matko Boża Różańcowa, przez Twoje wstawiennictwo prosimy o dar zrozumienia miłości Boga do nas, o 

umiejętność wzrastania w Miłości, a przede wszystkim o dar powołania i życia w Chrystusie. Przez Chrystusa, z 

Chrystusem i w Chrystusie. 



Parish Calendar 

Minister’s Schedule                                                                                                                                                
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers. Log on to the Web Terminal for the latest updated minister postings.  

To become part of our New Scheduling Process, please email Deacon Ken Zawadzki at dcnken@ststephentinley.com 

for more information. 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday Nov 13   Baby Nursing #153 

    All Masses Baptism Display Narthex 

    9:30 AM RCIA #125 

    10:00 AM Family Mass Gr. 3 Church 

    11:00 AM Welcoming & Parish Reg #158/159 

    3:00 - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

Monday Nov 14 4:15-5:30 PM; 6-7:15 PM RE Classes Education Wing 

    4:15-5:30 PM; 6-7:15 PM RE Classes Education Wing 

    9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

    10:00 AM Young @ Heart Board Mtg. #125 

    7:30 PM Financial Planning #126 

Tuesday Nov 15 4:15-5:30 PM; 6-7:15 PM RE Classes Education Wing 

    10:00 AM Ladies Social Club #125/126 

    10:00 AM Stewardship #154 

    7:30 - 9:30 PM CJB Advisory #125 

    7:30 PM Highlanders #170/171/172/173 

Wednesday Nov 16 4:15-5:30 PM; 6-7:15 PM RE Classes Education Wing 

    9:30 - 11:00 AM Moms and Tots #161 

    7:00 - 8:30 PM Adult Choir Church 

    7:30 PM RE Board Mtg #153 

Thursday Nov 17 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM Adoration of Blessed Sacrament with Rosary Daily Chapel 

    4:30 - 5:30 PM Children's Choir Church 

    6:30 - 7:00 PM Benediction followed by Divine Mercy Prayers Daily Chapel 

    7:00 - 9:00 PM Praise Band Church 

    7:30 PM Baptism Prep LMR 

Friday Nov 18 8:45 - 10:00 AM Scripture Study #126 

    9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

Saturday Nov 19   Baby Nursing #153 

      Domestic Violence Presentation at all Masses All Masses 

    4:30 —6:15 PM     Recycle Metal Drive  Church Grounds 

Sunday Nov 20   Baby Nursing #153 

      Domestic Violence Presentation  All Masses 

    Sun. 7:30 AM—1 PM Recycle Metal Drive  Church Grounds 

    9:30 AM RCIA #125 

    10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of The Word Church 

    10:00 - 11:00 AM Growing With God #162/163/164/165/166/167 

    3:00 - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com


 Pray for Our Deceased 

 Weekly Readings 

Mass Intentions 

To help keep the list of names read at Mass and placed in the 
bulletin  accurate  and  current,  we  will  keep  the name of a 
non-parishioner who is an immediate family member of our pa-
rishioner on the list at Mass for two weeks and in the bulletin for 
two weeks. For a parishioner, we will keep the name on the list 
at Mass for four weeks and in the bulletin for 60 days. We ask 
that an immediate family member call after 4 weeks if you wish 
to have the name continued to be read at Mass.  

 Welcome to Our Newly  Baptized 

Pray for our Sick 

Sun Mal 3: 19-20a/ Ps 98: 5-6. 7-8 

Mon Rv 1: 1-4; 2: 1-5/ Ps 1: 1-2. 3  

Tues Rv 3: 1-6. 14-22/ Ps 15: 2-3a  

Wed Rv 4: 1-11/ Ps 150: 1b-2. 3-4  

Thur Rv 5: 1-10/ Ps 149: 1b-2. 3-4  

Fri Rv 10: 8-11/ Ps 119: 14. 24. 72  

Sat Rv 11: 4-12/ Ps 144: 1b. 2  

Bryant Robert Bohne Jr. 

Charlotte Rose Cronin 

Talan Robert Galbavy 

Dominic Gaetano LoScuito 

Mia Francesca Maro 

Aubree Diane Perkowski 

11/13 Sunday Requested by : 

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Irene Beck Noreen Galvin 

8:30am Mary A. Marron The Family 

 Robert Roeper The Family 

10:00am Betty & Bob Buttala Roger & Alexis Leggero 

 Ed Burns Mark & Chris Losey 

11:30am Karen Falica The Family 

  M/M Thomas McGrath Kathy McNulty 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

6:15pm Pat Riski Karen Hooker 

 Charlene Hooker Karen Hooker 

11/14 Monday    

8:00am Al Gavenda The Beukema Family 

 Kathy McKeon The Family 

11/15 Tuesday   

8:00am Joseph Ladato Sr. Altar Servers 

 Thanksgiving for the Sumera Family 

11/16 Wednesday     

8:00am Mary Kay Rotsch Helen Zimmerman 

 Richard Spindler, Sr. Adult Funeral Servers 

11/17 Thursday    

8:00am Int. of Ed & Sue Truty C. Fornek 

 Achille Perfetti Emily Johnson 

11/18 Friday   

8:00am Purgatorial Society   

  Julia Wegner Ted Wegner 

 Joseph Majchrzak Bob & Cathy Carlson 

11/19 Saturday   

8:00am Albert Dalto Adult Altar Servers 

  Joseph Lodato Dorothy Spiczak 

5:00pm Joseph & Stella Witkowski The Family 

 Sharon O'Maley-Farrell The Family 

  John T. Dygdon The Family 

 Jeanette Dygdon The Family 

 Deceased Members Of Ruane & Sloan Families 

11/20 Sunday   

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Linda Stromek The Family 

8:30am Mary Marren Pam Franckowiak 

 Hugh Twomey Celia Twomey 

10:00am Maury Kane The Family 

 Sablick & Vasek Family The Family 

11:30am Beth Janick Seman 
M&M Patrick Dickman & 

Family 

 Ted Gildea The Family 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

6:15pm Karl Cislak Wife 

 Joyce Martin The Martin Family 

 Robert Przybylski Dianne Przybylski 

Julie Barth Joe McCory 

Arlene Beavan Helen Michalik 

Alice Betley Joey Moylan 

Grace Boblak Dave Newquist 

Kathie Brosius Dana Nosek 

Ruth Bulkaski Barb & Joe Onak 

Tammy Burns Dan Opyd 

Joanne Chess Alvin Paul 

Thomas Conners Pearl Paul 

John Cornwall Kathy Provenzano 

Jim Cull Mary Lou Provenzano 

John Czerniak Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

Bob & Sheila Dickman Marek Rudzki 

Joe Dorff Cynthia Ryan 

Janice Dorff Nicole Siedschlag 

Bill Dunlap Rachel Swallow 

Bill Galvin Joseph Tierney 

Caroline  Grady Elizabeth Tyminski 

Larry Hersh Michael Vasek 

Pete Horkan MaryBeth Vasquez 

Bill Keating Kelly Weiss 

Rex Knapp Ken & Patricia Weissman 

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray 

Joe Benson 

Barbara Hanifin 

Baby Szymon Sroka 



Thank You Advertisers 
Earn  $$$$  for  St .  Stephen’s  Parish!  

Have lunch or dinner at Gatto's on the 2nd or 4th Wednesday of 

the month and help in raising funds for St. Stephen’s parish. 

The parish will receive 15% of the before tax cost of 

your meal.  Please present this coupon to your server or ask 

your server to write   St. Stephen's Men's Club on your bill. 

 

Nancy’s Pizza and St. Stephen Pizza Coupon  

20% of the pre-tax a.m.ount 

(10% if a discount coupon is used)  to be 

donated to the 

St. Stephen Parish Center Fund. 

Coupon good on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays!   

Nancy’s Pizza at 171st Street and 80th Avenue (in the 

Fa.m.ily Dollar Plaza) is making an offer to St. Stephen 

Parishioners.  On any Monday through Wednesday, present 

this coupon and 20% of the pre-tax a.m.ount (10% if a 

discount coupon is used) will be donated to the St. Stephen 

Parish Center Fund.  You can enjoy a pizza and support our 

parish.  Nancy’s Pizza’s number is 708-614-6100. 

 

St. Stephen Men’s Club 

Dine-In or Carryout 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

of the month 

15% Donation (before tax) 

Present this coupon to your 

server 

 


