St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr
We are a Stewardship Parish
Liturgy Schedule: Mon.—Sat. 8 am; Mass of Anticipation, Saturday, 5 pm;
Sunday 7 am, 8:30 am, 10 am, 11:30 am, 6:15pm, and Polish at 1 pm
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:45—9:30 am

All-loving

God,We Give
You Thanks
and Praise
For Our
Mothers
We pray for young mothers, who give
life and count toes and tend to our
every need; May they be blessed with
patience and tenderness to care for
their families and themselves with
great joy.
We pray for our own mothers who
have nurtured and cared for us; May
they continue to guide us in strong
and gentle ways.
We remember mothers who are
separated from their children because
of war, poverty, or conflict; May they
feel the loving embrace of our God
who wipes every tear away.
We pray for women who are not
mothers but still love and shape us
with motherly care and compassion.
We remember mothers,
grandmothers, and greatgrandmothers who are no longer with
us but who live forever in our memory
and nourish us with their love. Amen.

May 8, 2016 Ascension

Our Church

Our Parish Mission

Parish Office
17500 South 84th Avenue
Tinley Park, IL 60487
Office Hours:
8:30am-8pm Mon-Th; 8:30am-6pm Fri; Noon-5pm Sat
Office Closed: 12:30-1pm Mon-Fri
Office Phone: 708.342.2400
Office Fax: 708.342.1545
Religious Ed. Phone: 708.342.1544

St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the
Gospel. Our Baptism and Confirmation calls us to bring Christ’s Love
to our families, our work places and our community. Grateful for
God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts and to give back to the Lord
by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In all of our
parish activities we seek to develop a personal relationship with the
Lord who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the
eyes of Christ and that leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a
sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open and welcoming
people and a sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of God’s Love.

Website: ststephentinley.com
Email: info@ststephentinley.com

Sacraments

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by noon
on Wednesday, 10 days prior to bulletin publication date.

Our School
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School
9300 167th Street
Orland Hills, IL 60487
School Phone: 708.403.6525
School Fax: 708.403.8621
Ms. Mary Iannucilli, Principal
Website: cjbschool.org

Email: info@cjbschool.org

Our Staff
Rev. James Finno, Pastor
Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor
William Engler, Deacon
Chuck McFarland, Deacon
William Schultz, Deacon
Joseph Stalcup, Deacon
Pete Van Merkestyn, Deacon
Kenneth Zawadzki, Deacon
Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor
Sandi Morgan, Director of Religious Education
Leslie Krauledis, Assoc. Director of Religious Education
Joann Buryj, Admin. Assistant for Religious Education
Mark Gorka, Music Minister
Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister
Dave Prete, Maintenance Director

Parish Registration
Registration of new parishioners is held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays
every month after the 10am Mass. New parishioners unable to
register at Sunday registration, may register at the parish office on
Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, Wednesdays at 8:30am or
Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please phone the parish office at 708.342.2400
to make an appointment.
We warmly welcome new parishioners and cordially invite you to
join us on our life-long journey to the Lord.

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm
in Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the
necessary preparations at 708-342-2400 ext. 136.
Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from
8:45—9:30am in the church or by appointment.
Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.
Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the
weddings of both registered parishioners and the children of
registered parishioners. Information is available from one of the
priests or deacons.
Pastoral Care of the Sick can be arranged for the sick, elderly, and
handicapped desiring Communion by calling the parish office.

Stewardship: Time, Talent, and Treasure
Collections
For 05-01-2016
Regular
$22,091.00
Kids
$65.26
Sharing
$172.00
Easter
$25.00
Flowers
$10.00
Parish Center
$60.00
Thank you for your continued stewardship
in support of St. Stephen.
In addition to printing the collection, we are printing the Sunday
and Holy Day collections from the previous month and for the
fiscal year to date as well as budgeted amount needed for us to
meet both our expenses and mortgage payments. Mortgage
payments are $41,500 per month (interest and principal).
The Archdiocese loaned us the money to start our parish and build
our facilities on the basis of a commitment to Stewardship by the
parish. We thank everyone whose support enables us to do the work
of our parish.
Actual
Budget

Last Month

March

$108,982

$113,500

Year-to-Date July 1 - Feb 29 $1,106,785 $1,137,500

From Our Pastor

D

ear People of St. Stephen,

Happy Mother’s Day to all
who bless us with the gift of a
mother’s love. An old Indian echo of
a Spanish proverb says this: (my
memory of the exact wording is not
clear) “One guru is worth 10 paid
teachers, and one mother is worth 100
gurus.” Mothers are bearers of love
and teachers of life. A mother’s freely
given love for her child is a great
image of God’s love for us - a love
that is freely given, life-giving, and
lasting. The prophet Isaiah uses the
image of a mother’s love to proclaim
the depth of God’s love for us. The
prophet writes: “Zion said ‘The Lord
has forsaken me; my Lord has
forgotten me.’ Thus says the Lord:
‘Can a mother forget her infant, be
without tenderness for the child of her
womb? Even should she forget, I will
never forget you.’ ” (Isaiah 49: 14 –
15) Mothers bear witness to a faithful
and very practical love and wisdom
that enrich all of us.
Mother’s Day is usually a very joyful
day when we are especially grateful
for the gifts of a mother’s love. It is a
day to be sure to thank our mothers.
For some people it can be a difficult
day, particularly if a mother has died
recently or if some kind of separation
exists between mother and child. Pray
especially today for anyone for whom
this Mother’s Day is a difficult one. If
you are one of those for whom this is
true, remember the Lord’s comforting
love for you, the love Isaiah spoke
about in the passage above.
Another perspective comes from a
group of small children in Sunday
school who were asked “What is a
mother?” One little boy replied, “A
mother knows what is important. That
is why God asked her to be a
mother.” A little girl replied,` “A
mother is the only one who can make
it stop thundering when she sings a
song.”
We give thanks today for the gifts of

life and love that our mothers have
given us.
This Saturday we had the first two of
our celebrations of First Communion
for children in our school and
religious education program. (213
children will make their communions
this week and next week.) First
Communion is always a special day
in the life of any parish. It is an
occasion for all of us to reflect on the
gift of the Eucharist. We receive the
same incredible gift of Jesus’ Body
and Blood that we received at our
first communions every time we
receive the Eucharist. Jesus is really
present to us in the Eucharist. In one
of the recent “daily inspirations” from
Matthew Kelly in the emails from
Dynamic Catholic, he writes this on
communion:
“After you receive communion, be
still and quiet. Close your eyes. This
is an intimate encounter with God.
Feel Him within you, reaching out to
every corner of your being. Thank
Him. This is not a time to seek, ask,
or knock, as much as it is a time to
simply be grateful for all the
blessings in your life.”
As we celebrate our children’s first
reception of the Eucharist, may we all
renew our appreciation of the great
gift of Jesus in the Eucharist.
This weekend our Church celebrates
the feast of the Ascension, the
celebration of Jesus in His risen body
returning to the Father in heaven. It is
a great feast of hope that celebrates
our trust that our homeland as human
beings is in heaven. The great 20th
century theologian Karl Rahner
describes the Ascension as the feast
of the future of creation. Our human
flesh has been redeemed and
glorified. Christ has begun what is to
come. The destiny meant for each of
us as Christians is to share in this
eternal life Christ has brought to us.
Christ’s love lifts us up with hope in
His promise of life. This hope is

important to us at every stage of life.
About a week ago, I celebrated two
funerals - one of a fine woman of
faith who lived just short of 102 years
and one of a child who died in the
womb and was stillborn. Each family,
in very different circumstances, drew
on the hope for eternal life that comes
from our risen and ascended Lord.
That same hope and belief in the
power of life and love sustains us in
all the struggles that can touch us at
every stage of human life. As Rahner
wrote, the Ascension is the feast of
the future of creation; our faith tells
us that our ultimate destiny is union
in love with our God. May our belief
in the power of God’s love strengthen
us and give us hope throughout our
lives.
Next Sunday, after the 11:30 AM
Mass, we will have a reception for
Karen Dillon who has served as our
youth minister and has assisted our
teen program for many years. Karen’s
husband has had a job transfer to
Florida, and Karen and her family
will be moving there in June. I invite
you to join us in thanking her at the
11:30 AM Mass and the reception
after Mass next Sunday. I also invite
you to join in our May Crowning to
honor Mary at the 10 AM Mass on
May 22. Each year the May
Crowning gives us the opportunity to
celebrate Mary as our spiritual mother
and our great model of faith.
May God bless you and your loved
ones.
Fr. Jay

Spiritual Life

St. Stephen Parish congratulates all of our children who
made their First Holy Communion this weekend and all
those who will receive this life giving sacrament for the
first time next weekend. A list of all First Holy
Communicants will be published in next weekend’s
bulletin.
Pentecost Sunday Readers Needed for 5/14 and 5/15
The feast of Pentecost is celebrated
this year on the weekend of May 14 &
15, 2016. It has become a tradition at
St. Stephen to have the first reading on
this feast proclaimed in multiple
languages. We are looking for both adults and children to help with
the first reading. The children that have participated in the past have
been a great success and we would very much like to see them
participate again. All ages are invited as long as they can read and
speak in a foreign language. We have translations of the scripture
reading available in many languages. A practice session is
scheduled for Friday, May 13 at 7 PM. To participate, please contact
John or Pat at (708) 429-1584 after 5 PM to let us know the
language you speak and your Mass preference. If you wish to
participate but can not make the practice, please contact us to make
other arrangements.

It is very important that the first readers for the
English reading be at the practice session.

Baptism Ministry
Helping Young Families
Members of the Baptism
Ministry are a small group of
parishioners who work to assist
young families getting their
babies baptized by helping the
priest and deacon on Sundays.
Baptisms take place every Sunday at 3pm. The Baptism
Ministry member greets the families before the ceremony
and making them feel welcomed, helps families get seated
and makes sure that they have everything needed for the
ceremony. Many of our Baptism Ministry Members were
themselves recipients of the same welcoming care at one
time or another so they know exactly how it is to be a
young family with little babies . . . and all that entails! The
Baptism Ministry involvement is about once every other
month helping the priest or deacon during Baptisms.
If you think you might like to join this Ministry or
would like more information, please call me
708-342-2400 ext.136 or email me at
dcnken@ststephentinley.com
Blessings, -Deacon Ken Zawadzki
Fatima Pilgrim Statue
May 21 through May 28
The Fatima Pilgrim Statue sponsored by the
Ambassadors of Mary will arrive on Saturday,
May 21 at 8 PM in our Daily Chapel, followed
by the rosary. The rosary will be prayed every
night at 7:30 PM the following week, from
May 22 through May 28. Please join us and our Blessed
Mother in Prayer.

Marriage
Banns I

Junior Okla & Linda Bader

A Night of Remembrance—Friday, May 20
St. Stephen Elizabeth Ministry invites you to attend our
Night of Remembrance on Friday, May 20 at 7:30 PM in
the Chapel. This evening is dedicated to the memory of
our children both living and deceased, those who have
special needs, failed adoptions and prayers for couples
who wish to become parents. Please join us for a
beautiful hour of prayer and song, and of course, coffee
and goodies to follow.

Scripture Study—Friday mornings
St. Stephen’s hosts a scripture study on Friday mornings
from 8:45AM—10 AM in Room 126. All are welcome.
Please join us!

Correction...due to an error on our part the Banns for
Matt Ruzich and Amanda Stock were not listed in the
bulletin in a timely manner.
Congratulations to Matt and Amanda who were
married on April 30 at St. Stephen!

Parish Life
Farewell to Karen Dillon
11:30 AM Mass, Sunday May 15
Reception To Follow
Karen Dillon, who has served for many years as our
Youth Minister, will be moving to Florida for a job
transfer this June. We will thank Karen for her service to
St. Stephen at the 11:30 AM Mass on Sunday, May 15
and at a reception in the large meeting room immediately
after Mass. Please join us in thanking Mrs. Dillon and
wishing her all the best.

Parish Center
Metal Recycling Drive
Our next drive is:
Sat. May 21 from 4:30pm—6:15pm
Sun. May 22 from 7:30am—1pm
Please:









Only drop off metal objects on the third weekend of
each month. We want to continue to be good neighbors.
Do not place metal objects near or around the parish
garages prior to the event.
Place empty metal cans in a sealed plastic garbage bags.
Drop off your donation by the truck or van located by
the garages at the back of the parking lot. An attendant
will be on site and happy to assist you.
Call us if you have items that are too large to bring
(e.g. appliances, metal outdoor furniture, etc.). You can
contact Andy DeLuca at 708-606-3755 to arrange
pickup.

Thank you for your generous recycling donations to date.
As of February 2016, we have collected $8,975 through this
program which will be used toward our Parish Life Center.

Today is Mother’s Day and a friend of mine reminded me that many
of us take better care of our cars then we do our mothers and yet we
only expect our cars to last 5 or 6 years but we expect our mothers to
last for a lifetime. Maybe we need a maintenance manual for mothers
so we would know how to take care of them at least as well as we do
our automobiles.
Here are some items that might be included in such a manual:
Engine: A mother's engine is one of the most dependable kinds you
can find. She can reach top speed from a prone position at a single cry
from a sleeping child. But regular breaks are needed to keep up that
peak performance. Mothers need a hot bath and a nap every 100 miles,
a babysitter and a night out every 1,000 miles, and a live in babysitter
with a one week vacation every 10,000 miles.
Battery: Mother's batteries should be recharged regularly. Handmade
items, notes, unexpected hugs and kisses, and frequent "I love you"
will do very well for a recharge.
Carburetor: When a mother's carburetor floods it should be treated
immediately with Kleenex and a soft shoulder.
Brakes: See that she uses her brakes to slow down often and come to a
full stop occasionally. (A squeaking sound indicates a need for a rest)
Fuel: Most mothers can run indefinitely on coffee, leftovers, and
salads, but an occasional dinner for two at a nice restaurant will really
add to her efficiency.
Chassis: Mothers run best when their bodies are properly maintained.
Regular exercise should be encouraged and provided for as necessary.
A change in hairdo or makeup in spring and fall are also helpful. If you
notice the chassis begins to sag, immediately start a program of
walking, jogging, swimming, or bike riding. These are most effective
when done with fathers.
Tune-ups: Mothers need regular tune-ups. Compliments are both the
cheapest and most effective way to keep a mother purring
contentedly.
If these instructions are followed consistently, this fantastic creation
and gift from God that we call MOTHER should last a lifetime and
give good service and constant love to those who need her most.
Happy Mother’s Day and Blessings to all
Mothers,

Dance For Joy !
The Liturgical Dance Team at St. Stephen’s will be
continuing this summer. Anyone ages 9 through
high school are welcome. No dance experience
necessary. Practices will be one night a week.
Please contact the church office at 708-342-2400 to
sign up.

Deacon Ken Zawadzki

Welcoming and New Parishioner Registration
Join us Sunday, May 8 immediately after the 10 AM Mass
in the large meeting room in the Religious Education wing
for our welcoming and new parishioner registration.
All are invited!

Parish Life Center Fund Raiser
In the weeks and months ahead, we will be presenting various opportunities to help raise funds for our Parish
Life Center. Our first effort is with Ted’s Greenhouse in Tinley Park. If you are a gardener (or know someone
who is), please consider shopping at Ted’s anytime from 5/16-6/15. Bring in this flyer and hand it to the
cashier when you check out. St. Stephen will receive 20% of the net proceeds from your purchase when you
present this flyer. It’s that easy! Thank you to Ted’s Greenhouse for this opportunity.

Parish Life
New Parishioners—St. Stephen Parish would like to extend a warm welcome to our
new parishioners who registered during the months of February and March, 2016.
We’re so glad you are here!
Anthony and Kimberly Carmello
Jacek and Agnieszka Chrzan
Jason and Jennifer Clemmer
Sean and Melissa Foley
Andy and Ericka Garza
Mark and Kelly Higgins
Rodger Hilger
Lucy Hofbauer
Daniel and Katarzyna Jagoda

Kurt Johnson and Lindsay King
Janet Kaminski
Gary and Denise Markovich
Michael and Anna Marta
Jan and Renata Mietus
Jacek and Beata Miskowiec
Dave and Melanie Muys
Romaine and Terry Nowakowski
Patrycja Nowosielska

Ladies Social Club
Monthly Meeting—Tuesday, May 17
The St. Stephen’s Ladies Social Club will hold our May
meeting on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at 10 AM in
Rooms 125/126. Feel free to join us for a pleasant hour
of coffee and fellowship. All ladies of St. Stephan’s
Parish are invited to join our Woman’s Social Club.
Come join us to make some new friends and meet an
old friend or two.

2016/2017 Calendar Requests
Calendar request packets were recently sent out to all
parish groups. At this time, we are accepting
calendar date requests for meeting space from
September 1, 2016 through August 31, 2017. Please
return all your requests to Karen Opyd in the parish
office no later than Friday, May 27.
JOIN US AT MOMS & TOTS!
Join us at Moms and Tots! Moms and
Tots is a casual playgroup that meets on
Wednesdays between 9:30 and 11:00am
at Kiwanis Park. Kiwanis Park is located
near the southwest corner of the church
parking lot. In case of inclement weather,
we will meet in the church, room 161. We
hope to see you there!
If you have any questions feel free to contact Julie
at julieszafranski@hotmail.com or 708-299-9404.

Piotr and Barbara Plis
Jeremy and Autumn Pratt
Adrian and Agata Rafalo
Betty Ruzich
Carlos and Jessica Sierra
David and Laura Skalnik-Schmidt
Ruth Terry
Joseph and Kimberly Ward
Dan and Jenny Wolf
Bob Zamzow

Youth Education and Formation
Cardinal Joseph Bernard Catholic School
Alumni Receive Spirit Alive Award
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is proud of four of
their alumni who were awarded the Spirit Alive Award at Holy
Name Cathedral last month. Maryclare Leonard, Gianna
Mazenko, Meghan Mullin and Grace Rost graduated from CJB
in 2013 and received The Spirit Alive Award which is presented
to Catholic youth in high school who are in the senior level of
Girl Scouts. This program assists them in discovering how the
Holy Spirit moves in their lives, calling them to greater
participation in the church’s ministry. Through the process they
study how the Holy Spirit is alive in scripture, the Catholic
Church, in prayer and in their life. They were guided through this
journey by CJB Parent, Mrs. Kerry Rost. CJB is proud of these
four hard-working young women and wish them all the best in
their future endeavors!
Pictured – Spirit Alive Award recipients, Gianna Mazenko
(Orland Park), Grace Rost (Orland Park), Very Reverend Ronald
Hicks, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Chicago and
presider, Maryclare Leonard (Tinley Park), Meghan Mullin
(Tinley Park) and Mrs. Kerry Rost, moderator.

Youth Education and Formation
High School Youth Ministry Mission Trip—Harlan, Kentucky from June 26-July 2
Our High School Youth Ministry invites all high school freshmen to young adults to join us on a mission trip. The volunteers come to Harlan
to offer their labor, enthusiasm, and to live out their convictions. For registration information or questions, please contact Kyle Groves by
phone at 219-928-8386 or by email at youthminister@ststephentinley.com

Congratulations to Carli Hon
Carli Hon, a 7th grader in our Religious Education
program recently received an award from the C.C.
Boyle Council of the Knights of Columbus for her
essay “I Believe. Amen.” Earlier this year, the
Knights of Columbus sponsored as essay contest for
young people on their beliefs. We congratulate Carli
and want to share her thoughtful essay with our
parish. Thanks also to the Knights of Columbus for
their sponsorship of the contest and for all their
efforts on the behalf of our faith community.

Youth Education and Formation
Teens Growing In Faith (TGIF)
For more information about Youth Ministry, please
contact Kyle Groves at 708-342-2400 or at
youthminister@ststephentinley.com

Growing with God Program
Registration Now Open

Program Information

I Believe. Amen. By Carli Hon.
7th Grade—Religious Education
What connects me most to my faith? That’s easy… it is, and only is,
my belief in the presence of God. From the Earth and sky, the
beauty of nature, family and friends, and the breath in my lungs…
to the everyday miracles I experience, I only believe, God is there.
More important, His one and only Son was sent to us and died for
our sins which proves most, God’s presence. Without God, people
would not exist nor the universe, Jesus wouldn’t exist... nor would
Satan. God is present in daily life whether things get tough or are
simply amazing. God puts challenges in front of me allowing me to
learn, grow, and become stronger for what comes next. Believing
in God’s presence connects me closer to my faith, which involves
confidence and trust. Knowing God is with me, creates nothing but
a strong, healthy foundation for my faith in Him. As Creator, God
exists in all that is seen… and unseen. Through thoughts, feelings,
and answered prayers, God continuously speaks telling me, “I am
here”. From the little things in life to the big, God is present as His
Plan unfolds and His Will is done. Whether living in the moment or
looking back, I believe everything happens for a reason… giving
me more reason to believe God is there...”doing it”. My faith is
tremendous as I “connect’ knowing and believing God is with and
all around me. God is, has been, and always will be there. I once
heard the word Amen also means, “I believe”. As I hold onto, grow
stronger in, and connect more and more to my faith, I continue to
believe in the presence of God and continue to pray and say,
“Amen.”

Growing With God (GWG) is a Sunday
School program for registered children ages 3, 4 and 5/6
(Kindergarten). Ages for 2016-2017 are based on the child's
age on October 1, 2016. We meet in the Religious
Education classrooms during the entire 10 a.m. Mass.
Children will color, do a craft, sing and have a snack all
while learning the meaning of the Gospel. They hear God's
messages at their level while their parents and older siblings
attend Mass. Classes are typically held on the 1st and 3rd
Sunday of the month from October until April. We also sing
a song at Mass during Advent, perform an Easter Program,
and have a Graduation for our Kindergarten students.
2016/17 Registration Information
GWG registration is now open and will end on September
12 or earlier if the program reaches the 84 student
maximum.
Registration Forms can be found online or picked up from
the RE or Parish Offices.
Online go to
www.ststephentinley.com (Rel. Ed tab; GWG; 2016-2017
Registration Packet). To register, return the completed
forms along with a $30 fee per child, checks made payable
to St. Stephen. Turn in your registration to the Parish Office,
the RE Office or put it in our GWG clear mailbox in the
small hallway across from the Parish Office on the left.
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST
CHILDREN! Don't delay and register today!

84

If you have any questions. please send an email to Laura
Laird at Laura@ststephentinley.com or call her in the
RE Office at 708-342-1544 x145.

Polish Ministry 10th Anniversary Mass – May 22, 2016
St. Stephen Catholic Church will be celebrating the 10 year anniversary of the Polish Ministry at our parish on
Sunday, May 22, 2016. The Most Reverend Andrew P. Wypych, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, will be
celebrating the Anniversary Mass at the 1 PM Polish Mass that day. Fr. Greg and Fr. Waldemar Stawiarski
(Fr. Valdi—our first Polish Associate Pastor) will concelebrate. Following the Anniversary Mass, a banquet
will take place at Paradise Banquets, 9220 Harlem Avenue, in Bridgeview at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.
Limited tickets for this event will be sold after masses in the Narthex this weekend. Tickets are $60 per adult
and $30 per child. A generous Polish dinner will be served. Please call Janina at 708-712-7274 or Krystyna at
708-374-0225 with questions about the banquet.

Community News
Gaelic Park
Indoor/Outdoor Irish Festival
Memorial Day Weekend
May 27 through May 30
6119 West 147th Street, Oak Forest
There will be two indoor and four
outdoor covered stages with covered
seating areas. Presenting continuous
entertainment, Irish import stores,
unlimited carnival rides, Irish step
dancing competition, food and
refreshments.
For more information
call (708) 687-9323 or
visit their website at
chicagogaelicparkirishfest.org
An Invitation to Live the Franciscan
Spirit in Your Daily Life
Does living in the “spirit of St. Francis”
intrigue you? You may want to join the
many lay men and women who are
journeying with the Franciscan Sisters of the
Sacred Heart (FSSH) and deepening their
understanding of and living out the
Franciscan spirit in their own home, places
of work, local churches and communities.
If being a follower of St. Francis as an
Associate of the FSSH resonates with your
hearts, please contact Lucy Hofbauer, a
parishioner at your parish and an Associate
of the FSSH, at 936. 556. 0115 or call the
Associate Office of the FSSH at
815-469-4895 x879.

St. Laurence High School
Alumni Golf Outing
Friday, May 27
The St. Laurence HS Alumni
Association is sponsoring its 27th
annual STL Golf Outing on Friday,
May 27 at Broken Arrow Golf Club
in Lockport. The cost is $150 per
person and includes golf, cart, food
and refreshments on the course, a
delicious dinner, and an open bar.
Please call Mr. Ed Kozak ‘79 at 708
-458-6900
x244
to
make
reservations,
for
sponsorship
opportunities,
and
for
any
additional information.

50th Golden
Wedding
Anniversary
Mass
Holy Name Cathedral
Sunday, September 18
-Registration requiredThe Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass
will be held on Sunday, September 18, 2016
at 2:45 PM at Holy Name Cathedral,
735 North State Street, Chicago, IL.
Couples married in 1966 interested in
attending this celebration should contact
Karen Opyd in the St. Stephen parish office
at 708-342-2400 x138 to register.

Summer Camps
Registration is open at the following
high schools for their 2016 Summer
Camps:
Andrew HS—Has 40 summer camps
open for registration, including its
popular Andrew Baseball Youth Skills
Development Camp, which runs in
early
June.
Please
visit
https://andrew.8to18.com for more
information about camp offerings and
to register. Baseball camp flyers can
also be found in the Narthex.
Brother Rice HS is pleased to offer a
comprehensive line-up of summer camps
sure to appeal to grade school
students. Academic, athletic, and band
camps will be offered throughout the
summer. Those interested in participating
can register online at BrotherRice.org/
SummerCamps. For more information,
please contact Laura Sexton 773-429-4345
or lsexton@brrice.org
Mother McAuley HS—Has 12 sport
camps as well creative writing, art,
science, public speaking, technology,
guitar, “Curtain Call” Theater Camp,
and enrichment camp for girls entering
grades one to eight. Please visit
www.mothermcauley.org to register.
Providence Catholic HS—Has 11
sport camps as well as camps in art,
robotics, science and Spanish.
Register at
www.providencecatholic.org/
summercamps.html

Polish Ministry
Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana
W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 1PM
-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of 7-8pm Msza o 8pm
-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm
-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30am
-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137

Ponad
wszystko Słowo głosić
.
Słowo Boże, wiara, usprawiedliwienie, Zbawienie to kwestie dyskutowane podczas Soborów, konferencji. Jest to
tak ważne, bo stanowi wielką szansę dla wszystkich ludzi stworzonych przez Stwórcę, bez względu na kolor
skóry, pochodzenie czy środowisko, a co za tym idzie – bez względu na religię, w jakiej ich rodzice i oni sami byli
wychowani.
Najważniejszym nakazem pozostawionym przez wstępującego do nieba Jezusa było głoszenie Ewangelii na cały
świat. To nakaz oznajmiający nam jednocześnie, że śmierć, później Zmartwychwstanie, a w rezultacie Zbawienie
dotyczy nie tylko nas, tych wybranych, którzyśmy uwierzyli i przyjmujemy Jego naukę, lecz także tych, którzy,
mimo iż nie znają zasad wiary, są predestynowani do uwierzenia, usprawiedliwienia i Zbawienia.
Poucza nas, by tych, którzy o Nim jeszcze nie słyszeli, informować, ewangelizować i prowadzić do wspólnej
chwały. Słowa przekazywane nam poprzez Dzieje Apostolskie: «Nie wasza to rzecz znać czasy i chwile, które
Ojciec ustalił swoją władzą, ale gdy Duch Święty zstąpi na was, otrzymacie Jego moc i będziecie moimi
świadkami w Jerozolimie i w całej Judei, i w Samarii, i aż po krańce ziemi». (Dz 1,7-8) skierowane były
wprawdzie do uczniów, ale pośrednio skierowane są również do nas, bowiem przyjmując chrzest staliśmy się Jego
uczniami, na których ciąży obowiązek głoszenia prawdy.
W jaki sposób z godnością wypełnić ten obowiązek? To nasz największy problem, z którym borykać się
będziemy do końca naszego ziemskiego życia. Ale jest dla nas nadzieja, bowiem kieruje nami miłość i dobro.
Święty Paweł dokładnie określa nasze zadania: „Niech da wam światłe oczy serca tak, byście wiedzieli, czym jest
nadzieja waszego powołania, czym bogactwo chwały Jego dziedzictwa wśród świętych i czym przemożny ogrom
Jego mocy względem nas wierzących – na podstawie działania Jego potęgi i siły.”(Ef 1,18-19).
Sam Chrystus kieruje do nas kolejne ważne słowa: „Wy jesteście świadkami tego.” (Łk 24,48), co oznacza, iż
mamy świadczyć przed innymi prawdę o Chrystusie, prawdę o Jego życiu, naukach, prawdę o WIERZE. Mamy
nie tylko służyć w Słowie, ale też wypełniać słowa Chrystusa mówiącego do Apostołów, iż mają być świadkami
odpuszczenia grzechów wszystkim narodom – czyli nie tylko narodom wybranym, lecz wszystkim ludziom. W
kontekście tego cytatu z Ewangelii Łukasza rozumieć powinniśmy, że Wniebowstąpienie nie oznacza zerwania
kontaktów i ustania opieki Boga nad ludźmi, wręcz odwrotnie, zapewnia nam opiekę aż do skończenia świata.
Jezu Chryste Zmartwychwstały, żyjemy z Tobą, w Tobie i dla Ciebie, pozwól nam wypełniać Twoje zalecenia i
zadania dla dobra naszego wspólnego kościoła.

Military Corner
Please pray for our Military men and women on a daily basis for their safe return.
LCPL Nicholas Cascone
Sgt. Evan Grober
Capt. Christopher Mazurek
Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro
Capt. Michael Gryczka
Sgt. Dominic Messina
Major Vincent Cesaro
Tsgt. Laura Langley
PFC Matthew O'Boyle
1st Lt. Michael Chimienti
Ssgt. Carl Langley
LCDR Marilyn Walsh
Lt. Amanda Griffith
Sgt. Joseph Malone
Major Thomas Walsh

Parish Calendar
Sun 05-08

Mon 05-09

Tues 05-10

Wed 05-11

Baby nursing #153 | Mother's Day
Narthex...St. Vincent dePaul Food Drive
11:00 AM Parish Reg. LMR & #156
1:00 PM Our Lady of Czestochowa Polish Mass Church
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 1st Comm. Practice Church, Narthex, Education Wing
7:00 PM Polish Litany to Our Lady Daily Chapel
7:30 PM Financial Planning #126
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 1st Comm. Practice Church, Narthex, Education Wing
7:00 PM Polish Litany to Our Lady Daily Chapel
7:30 PM Highlanders #170/171/172/173 | 7:30 PM Rosary Daily Chapel
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM Moms & Tots #161
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Adult Choir Church and/or Music Room
7:00 PM Polish Litany to Our Lady Daily Chapel | 7:30 PM Men's Club #125/126

8:30 AM - 6:30 PM Adoration of Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel with Rosary @ 8:30am
8:45 AM A & E #167 & Storage Room
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Benediction Daily Chapel followed by Divine Mercy Prayers
7:00 PM Polish Litany to Our Lady Daily Chapel
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Praise Band Church
8:45 AM - 10:00 AM Bible/Scripture Study #126 | 7:00 PM Pentecost Practice Church
Fri 05-13
7:00 PM Polish Litany to Our Lady Daily Chapel
1st Communion 11am & 1pm Church | Baby nursing #153
Sat 05-14
Pentecost | Baby nursing #153
Sun 05-15
10:00 AM Babysitting #161 | 10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of the Word #154-156
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism
7th Grade Service Opportunity: BABYSITTING AT 10AM MASS
Thurs 05-12

Confirmation Candidates: Get an early start on your service hours for next year. We are presently scheduling babysitting for May, so sign
up now for your first choice of dates by contacting Babysitting Coordinator Pat Mullin at smmullin@aol.com.

Minister’s Schedule
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers. Log on to the Web Terminal for the latest updated minister postings. We
have a New Scheduling Process. If you are not signed onto our New Scheduling Process, please email Deacon Ken
Zawadzki at dcnken@ststephentinley.com for an information form to fill out.
Date

5/15

Ministry

Sat 5 PM

Celebrant Fr Greg
Deacons Dcn Chuck
Greeters Joan Beck

Sun 7 AM

Sun 10 AM

Sun 11:30 AM

Fr Jay

Fr Jay

Fr Greg

Fr Jay

Dcn Joe

Dcn Joe

Dcn Chuck

Dcn Chuck

Sharon Murphy

Chris Losey

Judy Kluchins

Mary Tafoya

Tom Mitus

Mark Losey

Joan Beck

Mary Ellen Kut

Mike Tyrrell

Dorothy Meyrick Julie Gilligan

Eileen Tyrrell

Bob Meyrick
Team #2

Michael Kut
Counters

Sun 8:30 AM

5/8

Team #1

5/15

Seana Gilligan

Sun 1 PM
Polish
Fr Greg

Mass
5/8
7:00am
8:30am
10:00am
11:30am

1:00pm
6:15pm

Pray for our Sick

Sunday
For the People
Victoria Rogala
Lottie Fornek
Rose Pantano & Marie Balestti

Requested by :

Rose Perfetti
Valeria Sablick
Ruth Copeland

Emily Johnson
The Family
Mungovan

Joseph & Lucille Pacocha

The Family &
Sherry Venturella

Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace
Frank Sekula
Libia Caffarello
Virginia Kryzan

The Danca Family
Carol Fornek
Tony & Rox Pantano

Maria Sekula
Michelle Caffarello
John Czerniak &
Nancy Sprinkles

5/9
8:00am

Monday
Rose Hegeman
Marion & Francis Mullee

5/10
8:00am

Tuesday
Lydia Mayer
Carol Fornek
Augie Perfetti
Emily Johnson
Wednesday
Purgatorial Society
Bruno & Stella Opyd
Children & Grandchildren
Thursday
Connie Jorid
Emily Johnson
Thanksgiving for Sumera Family
Friday
Edward Mulhall
Wife & Family
Marie Rychetsky & Fannie
M/M Rychetsky
Zurawski
Saturday
Fred & Toni Twarok
Pam & Mario Marr
Bing Espina
The Deanching Family
Dec'd Members of Muckian Family
Helen Michalski
Marilynn Dwyer
Dolores Hinz
Dianne Przybylski
Gerald Berger
Jeanne Gill
Austin Flynn
Joan Kapala
Sunday
For the People
Michael O'Neill
The Family
Marie Balestri
Al & Natalie Barcas
Patricia Mitus
Tom Mitus
Bruno & Lois Waszak
Jeffrey & Alisa Wasak

5/11
8:00am
5/12
8:00am
5/13
8:00am

5/14
8:00am
5:00pm

5/15
7:00am
8:30am
10:00am
11:30am
1:00pm
6:15pm

Walter Hildebrandt
The Duskey Family

Bruno Sikorski
Carol Dunford
Joe Supple
Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace

Grace & Joe Dobersztyn
The Family
John & Kathleen Supple

Anna & Woiciek Juraszek

Daughter

Dave Walter

Parish Transformation Team

Helen M. Porento

The Bara Family

Gerry Barnes
Larry Hersh
Julie Barth
Mary Horkan
Bill Beavan
Bill Keating
Arlene Beavan
Anna Kelly
MaryJane Bourgeois
Lillian Kurzawski
Kathie Brosius
Joey Moylan
Tammy Burns
Geri Mulhall
Billy Callaghan
Dave & Tim Newquist
Maureen Ceska
Barb Onak
Joanne Chess
Katie Pierczynski
Helen Conners
Gerri Rasmussen
Thomas Conners
Robert Rasmussen
John Cornwall
Joe & Joan Ricciuti
John Czerniak
Marek Rudzki
Ida DeJohn
Betty Ruzich
Pat & Kathy Dickman
Mary Lou Schoettler
Janice Dorff
Nicole Siedschlag
Joe Dorff
Rachel Swallow
Kate Engler
Melodee Terrile
Patricia Freeman
Joseph Tierney
Bill Galvin
Michael Vasek
Caroline Grady
MaryBeth Vasquez
Fran Grousnick
Kelly Weiss
Barb Haseltine
And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray.
To help keep the list of names read at Mass and placed in the
bulletin accurate and current, we will keep the name of a nonparishioner who is an immediate family member of our
parishioner on the list at Mass for two weeks and in the
bulletin for two weeks. For a parishioner, we will keep the
name on the list at Mass for four weeks and in the bulletin for
60 days. We ask that an immediate family member call after 4
weeks if you wish to have the name continued to be read at
Mass.

Pray for Our Deceased
Tom Ceska
Robert Obiala
Nolan Tidwell
Weekly Readings
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

Acts 1: 1-11/ Ps 47: 2-3. 6-7. 8-9
Acts 19: 1-8/ Ps 68: 2-3ab
Acts 20: 17-27/ Ps 68: 10-11
Acts 20: 28-38/ Ps 68: 29-30
Acts 22: 30; 23: 6-11
Acts 25: 13b-21/ Ps 103: 1-2
Acts 1: 15-17. 20-26/ Ps 113: 1-2

Welcome to Our Newly Baptized
Charles David Lief
Jack Ryan Pozulp
Reece Christopher Spychalski
Luciano Stephen Trebes

Thank You Advertisers
Nancy’s Pizza and St. Stephen Pizza Coupon

E a rn $ $ $ $ f o r S t . S t e p h en ’ s Pa r i sh !
nd

th

Have lunch or dinner at Gatto's on the 2 or 4
Wednesday of the month and help in raising funds for
St. Stephen’s parish. The parish will receive 15% of the
before tax cost of your meal. Please present this coupon
to your server or ask your server to write
St. Stephen's Men's Club on your bill.
St. Stephen Men’s Club

Nancy’s Pizza at 171st Street and 80th Avenue (in the
Family Dollar Plaza) is making an offer to St. Stephen
Parishioners. On any Monday through Wednesday,
present this coupon and 20% of the pre-tax amount
(10% if a discount coupon is used) will be donated to
the St. Stephen Parish Center Fund. You can enjoy a
pizza and support our parish. Nancy’s Pizza’s number
is 708-614-6100.

Dine-In or Carryout
2nd & 4th Wednesdays
of the month
15% Donation (before
tax)
Present this coupon to
your server

20% of the pre-tax amount
(10% if a discount coupon is used) to be
donated to the
St. Stephen Parish Center Fund.
Coupon good on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays!

