
Parish Mission   

St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel.  

Our Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, 

our work places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to 

nurture those gifts and to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and 

material treasure. In all of our parish activities we seek to develop a personal 

relationship with the Lord who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world 

with the eyes of Christ and that leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a 

sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open and welcoming people and a 

sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of God’s love. 

St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish 

Mass of Anticipation 

5pm Saturday  

Sunday Masses 

English:  

7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, and 

6:15pm 

Polish: 

1pm 

Daily Mass 

8am Monday through Saturday 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   

Bilingual 

Saturdays from 8:45am—9:30am 

and by appointment 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays & Fridays 8:30am—3:30pm  

Thursdays 8:30am—6:30pm 

Benediction & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Rosary 

7:30pm - 2nd and last Tuesday of the 

month 

Informacje Dotyczące 

Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Św. 

Szczepana  

W ciągu całego roku Msza Św. w 

niedziele w języku polskim jest o 

godz. 1pm   

Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedź 

od       

6:30-7:30pm   

Msza o 7:30pm   

Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od 

godz.          

7:00-9:30pm    

Spowiedź w każdą sobotę od godz.  

8:45-9:30am  

 



 

For those in need: 

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through Catholic Charities. 

Appointments with our parish counselor, Maeve Raphelson, AM, LCWS, can 

be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact Deacon Pete 

Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of assistance, please contact                    

the St. Vincent de Paul Ministry through the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program, St. Stephen offers 

English and Polish support groups. Please contact the parish office for more 

information.  

 For information about Domestic Violence awareness, services, and 

prevention, please contact Deacon Bill Schultz at the parish office. 

New parishioners are invited to register: 

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month.  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, Wednesdays at 

8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please contact the parish office.  

Anointing of the Sick—Please contact the parish office if you or a loved one 

needs this holy sacrament. 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm in Polish. 

Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the necessary preparations. 

New parishioners are required to register. A baptism preparation class is 

required if it is your first child baptized at St. Stephen. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound parishioners can 

be arranged by calling Fr. Greg at the parish office or Barbara Black at             

708-466-9962. 

Funerals can be arranged through the contact  the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the weddings of 

both registered parishioners and the children of registered parishioners. 

Information is available from one of the priests or deacons. 

St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Catholic Church 
17500 South 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487 

www.ststephentinley.com 
 

 Parish Office Phone: 708-342-2400 | Parish Office Fax: 708-342-1545 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1–8:00pm    |    Friday 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4pm  

Saturday Noon—5pm 
 

 Religious Education Phone: 342-1544 

RE Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4:30pm | Friday 8:30am—12:30pm   

Evenings and weekends by appointment. Please call to schedule.  
 

 Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Parish School (CJB) 

9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL 60487 

Phone: 708-403-6525   | Fax: 708-403-8621 | web: cjbschool.org | email: info@cjbschool.org 
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From Our Pastor 

Dear People of St. Stephen, 

As we send this bulletin to the printer,  

I have learned that Fr. Tom Bernas will 

be named the new pastor of                   

St. Stephen. Fr. Tom was ordained in 

1994 and is currently pastor of St. René 

in Chicago. He is a dedicated priest 

who I am enthused to have coming as 

our new pastor. As many of you may 

know, Fr. Greg will be named the new 

pastor of St. Fabian in Bridgeview,        

to start in July. As of now we do not 

know if we will be getting an associate 

pastor next July, although the Priest 

Placement Board is actively looking for 

one. We join with a number of parishes 

in this situation, including St. Francis 

of Assisi in Orland Park, whose 

associate pastors will be named pastors 

to begin in July, and the number of 

available associates is small. This is a 

stressful situation for all parishes.        

It reflects the situation throughout the 

Archdiocese in relation to the shortage 

of priests. When I get anxious about 

this situation, as I have been very much 

lately, I have to remind myself to trust 

in the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 

Church and to rely on faith in the Lord 

who walks with us in difficult times.       

I can assure you of the commitment of 

the priests in our area, myself included 

to provide as best we can for the 

pastoral needs of our parishes. 

As to my own plans after retiring on 

July 1, I have purchased a townhouse 

in the Pines area of Tinley Park.            

I intend to continue to be active as            

a priest, helping St. Stephen and other 

parishes as the pastors desire in the 

sacramental and pastoral work.                 

I recognize that I do not have, at nearly 

72 years of age, the energy and stamina 

to do all that a parish needs from a 

pastor. I hope to continue to be of 

service to the Church in our area. 

Please keep our new pastor and all 

priests and deacons in your prayers. 

In the midst of this time of change 

today we begin Holy Week, the most 

sacred week of the year for Catholics. 

Holy Week reminds us to keep our 

focus on Christ especially in any time 

of stress or change. In the liturgy of this 

week, we celebrate the triumph of 

Christ over all evil. In a time of 

transition, our mission remains the 

same—to celebrate and witness to the 

love of Christ that comes to us from 

Jesus’ dying and rising and to 

remember Jesus’ promise to be with us 

always. Today, Palm Sunday, we 

celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem at the beginning of our 

liturgy and listen to the story of the 

Passion from St. Mark’s Gospel.        

We celebrate Jesus as our Savior, the 

Lord who was acclaimed by the crowd 

as He entered Jerusalem and just a few 

days later died on the Cross for us. The 

Palm Sunday liturgy sets a solemn and 

reflective tone for Holy Week. On Holy 

Thursday the only Mass is the Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper. We celebrate Jesus’ 

institution of the Eucharist and His 

teaching us the way of service. Jesus 

blesses us with the gift of His Body  

and Blood that is our regular        

spiritual nourishment as Catholics.    

The Eucharist (the proper name for the 

Mass and also for communion) is at the 

center of Catholic life. At each Mass 

we give thanks to the Lord for His 

dying and rising that brings us 

salvation. At the Holy Thursday Mass, 

the gospel reading from John tells the 

story of Jesus’ washing the feet of       

His apostles at the Last Supper.        

The ritual of the washing of the feet of 

12 people by the clergy reminds us that 

Jesus calls us to imitate His life of 

loving service. On the night before He 

died, Jesus gave His apostles and us the 

gift of the Eucharist and the way to live 

our lives. 

Good Friday is the only day of the year 

in which Mass is not celebrated.        

The Church celebrates the solemn 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, which 

includes the Liturgy of the Word that is 

highlighted by the reading of the 

Passion from St. John’s gospel,          

the veneration of the Cross, and the 

reception of communion. The liturgy is 

very simple, befitting the solemn day 

on which we remember Jesus’ dying 

for us. 

On Holy Saturday the only Mass 

allowed is included in the Easter Vigil 

service, the most solemn liturgy of the 

Church year. The Easter Vigil includes 

the service of the light, celebrating the 

light of Christ who triumphs over the 

darkness of sin; an extended Liturgy of 

the Word; the celebration of the 

sacraments of initiation for those in the 

RCIA program during which we all are 

invited to renew our baptismal 

promises; and the Eucharist.             

The service here at St. Stephen lasts 

about two hours. I invite everyone to 

participate in the Holy Week liturgies 

as much as you are able. These are the 

sacred days of our faith. The Holy 

Thursday and Holy Saturday liturgies 

begin at 7:30 PM. The Good Friday 

liturgy will be at 3 PM in English and 

at 5 PM in Polish. The very moving 

presentation of the Living Station of 

the Cross is at 7:30 PM on Good 

Friday. This has become a highlight of 

Holy Week here at St. Stephen. 

Our Easter Sunday Masses are the 7:30 

PM Easter Vigil on Saturday, a Polish 

sunrise Mass at 5 AM, English Masses 

on Sunday at 7 AM, 8:30 AM, 10 AM, 

and 11:30 AM, a Polish Mass at 1 PM, 

and an English Mass at 6:15 PM.          

The 8:30 AM, 10 AM, and 11:30 AM 

Masses are generally very crowded on 

Easter, so if you wish to avoid a large 

crowd, you may want to attend one of 

the other Masses.  

Holy Week reminds us to focus on 

Christ and His promise of life, 

especially in times of struggle or 

transition. In the Holy Week liturgies 

we proclaims the triumph of Christ and 

His love over all the forces of darkness 

and sin. In a time of transition, it is 

important to remember that our mission 

as individual Catholics and as a parish 

remains the same as always—to 

celebrate and to witness to the Lord 

Jesus and His love—and to remember 

Jesus’ promise to be with us always. 

May God bless you and your loved 

ones. 

Fr. Jay 



From our Associate Pastor  

Miłość do końca 

Liturgia Niedzieli Palmowej, zwanej Niedzielą Męki Pańskiej, przybliża nam zbawcze 

wydarzenia z życia Jezusa. Przypomina uroczysty wjazd Króla izraelskiego do Jerozolimy. 

To wydarzenie stanowi bezpośrednie przygotowanie do Jego męki i śmierci na Krzyżu. 

Dzisiejsza niedziela jest więc pełna dostojeństwa i zadumy, a entuzjazm i euforia 

wiwatującego tłumu zwiastuje bliską już zdradę. Tłum witający wkraczającego do Jerozolimy 

Pana, zapowiadanego przez proroków Mesjasza, rzuca na drogę płaszcze i gałązki, wołając: 

„Hosanna Synowi Dawidowemu”. Triumf Chrystusa i Jego ofiara są ze sobą nierozerwalnie 

związane. Podobnie jest też z naszym ludzkim i chrześcijańskim losem. Nasza codzienność 

jest uczestnictwem w życiu Boskiego Mistrza. Patrząc na zapowiedź zbawczych wydarzeń, możemy odnaleźć w 

sobie zarówno porywczego Piotra, zrozpaczonego Judasz czy wykrzykujący tłum. 

Co roku Kościół pozwala nam w Niedzielę Palmową zatrzymać się na nowo nad historią Jezusa, który „ogołocił 

samego siebie” i w ten sposób stał się podobny do nas we wszystkim oprócz grzechu. To On siłą miłości do końca 

pokonał zło i wziął na siebie całą tajemnicę nieprawości, o której tak mówił św. Jan Paweł II w Krakowie podczas 

swojej ostatniej pielgrzymki do Polski w 2002 roku: „Człowiek […] Uzurpuje sobie prawo Stwórcy do ingerowania 

w tajemnicę życia ludzkiego. Usiłuje decydować o jego zaistnieniu, wyznaczać jego kształt przez manipulacje 

genetyczne i w końcu określać granicę śmierci. Odrzucając Boże prawa i zasady moralne, otwarcie występuje się 

przeciw rodzinie. Na wiele sposobów usiłuje się zagłuszyć głos Boga w ludzkich sercach, a Jego samego uczynić 

‘wielkim nieobecnym’ w kulturze i społecznej świadomości narodów. ‘Tajemnica nieprawości’ wciąż wpisuje się w 

rzeczywistość świata, w którym żyjemy”. 

Doświadczając przejawów „tajemnicy nieprawości” w naszym codziennym życiu, z lękiem spoglądamy w 

przyszłość, pełni obaw przed pustką, cierpieniem i unicestwieniem. Jeśli chcemy zobaczyć, jak daleko Bóg 

przybliżył się do nas, by nas uwolnić od nieprawości i lęków, by stać się towarzyszem naszej drogi życia, to musimy 

spojrzeć na Chrystusa na krzyż. To dzięki ofierze Chrystusa na krzyżu zbawienie stało się udziałem nas wszystkich. 

Historia męki i śmierci Jezusa pogłębia naszą świadomość, że w trudach zmagania się o ewangeliczny kształt naszej 

codzienności nie jesteśmy sami. Bóg nas wspomaga. ukazuje nam konkretną drogę, która jest wyjściem z kręgu zła. 

To droga pięknej i konsekwentnej miłości, połączonej z ofiarą. Chrystus pokazuje, jak zwyciężać zło siłą dobra, 

piękna i prawdy. Sam nie jest poszukiwaczem taniej sensacji, ani poklasku wśród wiwatującego tłumu. 

Nasza miłość i jej siła wynika z naszego zawierzenia Bogu. Im więcej zaufamy, tym łaska Boża bardziej może 

działać w naszym życiu i przemieniać nas w dar dla innych. Odnówmy dziś nasze zaufanie wobec Ojca w niebie, 

który nieustannie troszczy się o każde ze swoich dzieci. Umacniajmy naszą wiarę, nadzieję i miłość zawierzeniem 

Bogu słowami Klemensa XI: „Chcę tego, czego Ty chcesz, chcę dlatego, że Ty chcesz, chcę, jak Ty chcesz i jak 

długo chcesz”. 

 

Catholic Charities 100 Year Anniversary 

To close out their 100 year centennial celebration, Catholic Charities is celebrating a week of service from           

April 9-12. As part of this week, the South/Southwest Regional Office of Catholic Charities invites us to join in a 

toiletries and socks drive. The toiletries and socks will be distributed through programs for the homeless, senior 

services in Harvey, and senior housing clients throughout the region. We invite you to join in this week of service by 

bringing socks or toiletries to the narthex on the weekend of April 7-8. We will forward them to Catholic Charities. 

The South/Southwest regional office of Catholic Charities, located at 12731 S. Wood Street in Blue Island, invites 

us to an open house on Thursday, April 12, at the regional office. This will be an opportunity to meet many of the 

programming representatives of Catholic Charities in our area and to familiarize ourselves with their programs. 

Human Concerns 



Sharing Our Treasure 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support 

of St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly 

mortgage payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is 

paid from our monthly collections.  

 

Please consider making electronic donations through 

Byline Bank or through GiveCentral.org More 

information on how to make electronic donations is 

available at the back of the bulletin or on our website 

www.ststephentinley.com  

Spiritual Life 

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

  February 2018 Year to Date 

Actual $109,165 $1,038,683 

Budget $117,500 $1,011,500 

Surplus/(Shortfall) ($8,335) $27,183 

The following children recently received the Sacrament 

of Holy Baptism at St. Stephen. Our parish community 

welcomes these children into our Catholic faith and 

congratulates their parents, family, and godparents.  

March 25, 2018—Palm Sunday 

Collection information will be published next week.  

“Pilate again said to them, ‘Then what shall I do with the 

man whom you call the King of the Jews?’ And they cried 

out again, ‘Crucify him.’” – MARK 15:12-13 

Jesus told us “whatever you do for the least of my 

brothers, you do for me.” Every day we are presented 

opportunities to help someone. Every day we have the 

opportunity to see the face of Jesus in others and be the 

face of Jesus to others. Pray for the strength and courage 

to stand up for those in need of our help. 

Jack Edward Ehrhardt 

Henry Melvin Hurt 

Isabella Irene Skrobanski 

Luke Alexander Torres 

Harper Marie Welcome 

The Sanctuary Candle burns  

in honor of Don Daley 

for the week of March 25, 2018. 

Requested by The Bern Daley Family. 

Please join us  

Tuesday, March 27  

at 7:30pm in the Daily Chapel 

as we come together as a 

community of faith  

to pray the rosary. 

Please note: The Parish and Religious Education Offices 

will close at noon on Good Friday and will be closed on 

Easter Monday. We will resume regular business hours 

listed at the front of the bulletin on Tuesday, April 3. 



Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

 

 Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:30pm (Bi-lingual)  

 Adoration until Midnight 

 Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion – 3pm (English) and 5pm (Polish) 

 Keeping vigil with Our Lord in the tomb until Midnight (Daily Chapel) 

 Living Stations of the Cross – 7:30pm (English) followed by 

Veneration of the Cross 

 Stations of the Cross – 10pm (Polish) 

 Continue keeping vigil with Our Lord in the tomb (in the Daily Chapel) 

from 9am to 6pm 

 Blessing of Easter Baskets in the Church – 11am and 12 Noon             

(both Bi-lingual) 

 Solemn Easter Vigil (includes Easter Mass) – 7:30pm (Bi-lingual) 

Mass at 5am (Polish) with procession of the Blessed Sacrament                     

outside of the church 

 

Masses in English at 7am, 8:30am, 10am and 11:30am, and 6:15pm (English)  

and 1pm (Polish) 

Easter Sunday 

Please note :   

There will be no morning Masses on Thursday, Friday, or Saturday of Holy Week. 

There will be no Adoration of Benediction in the Daily Chapel on Holy Thursday nor Adoration on Friday.  

There will be no confessions nor 5pm Mass on Holy Saturday. 



Spiritual Life 

Celebrate the sacrificial path of Jesus. 

You are our help and our salvation; give us the courage to surrender to Your will.  

 

Week 6 
Palm Sunday               

March 25                   

Monday 

March 26 

Tuesday 

March 27 

Wednesday 

March 28 

Holy  

Thursday   

March 29 

Good Friday 

March 30 

Holy  

Saturday  

March 31 

Reflection 

For the Day 

Walk with the 

Lord on His 

sacrificial path. 

Wait for the 

Lord with         

courage. 

You are my 

hope, O Lord, 

I put my trust 

in You. 

Woe to the 

man who   

betrays the 

Son of God. 

Do this in                            

remembrance 

of Me. 

"It is            

finished." 

If we die with 

Christ, we 

shall also live 

with Him. 

Suggested 

Activity 

Place palms on 

a crucifix in 

your home. 

Have you 

reached your 

Lenten goals? 

Make a         

special trip     

to church         

today. 

Bring              

goodies to a           

firehouse or 

police          

station. 

Begin baking 

for Easter      

dinner. 

Fast.  Attend 

services or 

the Living            

Stations. 

Bring an item 

for Easter           

dinner to 

church to be 

blessed. 

Lord, Guide Us On Your Path. 

The purpose of Lent is to restore relationships. In our prayer we are to hearken to God's voice speaking to us in our 

brokenness and to renew our focus on doing God's will in our lives. In our fasting we are to cultivate a new hunger 

for forgiveness of our enemies and a renewed compassion for those in need. In our almsgiving we are to reach out 

to those bowed down by pain, failure and grief, sharing the blessings that God has given us. 

Foot Washing 

On Holy Thursday, March 29th at the 

7:30pm Mass, we will be having the 

traditional Washing of the Feet as part 

of our Service. We invite both adults 

and children to participate. There is a 

sign-up sheet at the ushers’ table at the 

back of the Church. 

Special Holy Week Collections 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Monday, March 26 from 7:30pm–8:30pm  

Tuesday, March 27 from 7:30pm–8:30pm 

Holy Thursday, March 29 from 11am–12 Noon 
 

Please note—there are no confessions                      

on Holy Saturday. 

On Holy Thursday the collection will be taken for our St. Vincent de Paul Society which 

is used for the benefit of our parishioners in need. 

On Good Friday the collection will be donated to the Catholic Church in the Holy Land. 

The funds are used to maintain shrines and holy places there.  

There will be one collection only on these two days. Please support these worthy services. 



 

 

Blessing of Easter Baskets—Holy Saturday, March 31 at 11 AM and Noon 

St. Stephen will hold our traditional blessing of the Easter Baskets on Holy Saturday. Two services will 

be held - one at 11 AM followed by the next service at 12 noon. Both services will be bilingual. Every 

nationality and family has their own Easter traditions, whether they are traditional or non-traditional. For those who 

observe the custom of Easter basket blessing, whether you do your basket the traditional way, or your own version, (e.g. 

biscuits, wine, fruits, vegetables, Peeps, chocolate or other candy), the choice is yours to make. Since St. Stephen has a 

large Polish representation within the parish, we thought we would share some of the traditional foods found in a Polish 

Easter Basket and their meanings.  

Polish Easter (Swieconka) Basket—Contents and Symbolism  

Maslo/Butter: This dairy product is often shaped into a lamb (Baranek Wielkanocny), reminding us of the goodness of 

Christ that we should have toward all things.  

Chleb/Easter Bread: A round rye loaf topped with a cross, symbolic of Jesus, the Bread of Life.  

Chrzan/Horseradish: Symbolic of the Passion of Christ still in our minds, but sweetened with some sugar because of 

the Resurrection. May be white or pink (with grated red beets).  

Jaijka/Eggs and Pisanki: Indicates new life and Christ’s Resurrection from the Tomb.  

Kielbasa/Sausage: A spicy sausage of pork products, indicative of God’s favor and generosity.  

Szynka/Ham: Symbolic of great joy and abundance. In addition to the large ham cooked for the Easter Meal, often a 

special small ham, call the Szynka Wielkanoczyn is purchased specially for the Swieconka basket.  

Slonina/Smoked Bacon: A symbol of the over-abundance of God’s mercy and generosity.  

Sol/Salt: So necessary an element in our physical life, that Jesus used it as symbolism: “You are the salt of the earth.”  

Ser/Cheese: Shaped into a ball, it is the symbol of the moderation Christians should have.  

Holy Water is used to bless the home, animals, fields and used in religious rituals throughout the year.  

A candle, often marked like the Paschal Candle lit during the Easter Vigil, is inserted into the basket to represent Christ, 

Light of the World.  

A colorful ribbon and sometimes sprigs of greenery are attached.  

The linen cover is drawn over the top and is ready for the trek to the blessing.  

Spiritual Life 

Rolled Away Breakfast Buns—These breakfast buns will remind you of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Ingredients: 

 1 pkg frozen rolls, thawed* 

 25 large marshmallows 

 ¼ cup melted butter or margarine 

 6 tablespoons sugar 

 1 tsp. cinnamon 

*Substitute Pillsbury Buttermilk Grands 

Directions: 

 Press the rolls into flat circles. 

 Place a marshmallow in the center of each roll and pinch the dough around it. 

 Roll the marshmallow-filled rolls into round balls. 

 Brush each ball with the butter and sprinkle it with cinnamon and sugar. 

 Let the rolls rise for 30 to 45 minutes. Then bake then at 350 degrees for      

15 minutes until they’re golden brown. 

Just like the tomb on Easter Sunday, these buns are empty! 

Parish Life 



Spiritual Life 

We invite you to attend our 2018 Living Stations performance  

at St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr at 7:30pm on Good Friday.  

Our entire cast and crew has worked hard to make this event possible! Thank you for attending 

Living Stations to support our parish’s youth ministry program. We would like to thank our 

amazing cast of teens and adults. We thank them for their hard work at each practice. Great 

thanks to John & Pat Lisicich for their continued support to this program, to Bernardina Fricano for 

her support and beautifully crafted costumes. To Cathy & Bob Conlin for their continued wisdom 

and assistance. To the many families that have given input to help guide program forward. To our 

very talented musicians for setting our stage with incredible, inspirational music. We are blessed 

to have such a special ensemble of individuals who strive to make each year’s presentation better 

than the last. 

Kyle Groves – Youth & Young Adult Minister 

CREATION CARE CORNER 

Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us — Mother Earth 

Please Join Our Creation Care Team – All Are Invited! 

“...Due to…exploitation of nature, humanity runs the risk of destroying it and becoming in turn a victim of this 

degradation.”— Pope Paul VI 

The Creation Care Team meets the second Monday each month. Our next meeting date and time is: 

Monday, April 9 7-8:30pm, in the Fr. William Gubbins Center for Faith Formation 

(NE corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave., Orland Hills) 

All are invited! 
 

Environmental Stewardship Recommendation 

Save energy by changing out old incandescent and halogen light bulbs! 

New LED light bulbs can give the same light using  85% percent less electricity…adding up to over 

$100 in savings for most families each year. LED bulbs last up to 25 times longer than incandescent 

bulbs and 2.5 times longer than compact fluorescents. 

Questions? Please call Andy Panelli at 708-508-3111.  

 

Parish Life 



Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is a  

Nationally-Recognized Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 

Am I eligible to attend Cardinal Bernardin School?  Where is it located?  

CJB is a “regional” Catholic school (sponsored by St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, St. Stephen Deacon 

& Martyr, and St. Elizabeth Seton). CJB also welcomes children from other parishes and Christian households 

whose parents are seeking a Christ-centered educational environment. Please share this news with your 

neighbors and friends!  CJB is located at 9250 W. 167th Street in Orland Hills, adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton 

Parish.  

Do you offer Pre-K and Kindergarten? 

Yes!  We offer half-day and full-day 3-year-old and 4-year-old Pre-K!  Kindergarten is full-day. The half-day 

3PK program is Monday-Thursday. You would select either 7:40am-10:40am (AM) or 11am-2pm (PM). Half-

day 4PK is Monday-Friday (select AM or PM). Full-day PK and K are Monday-Friday. Full-day hours are 

7:40am-2pm. 

Where and when may I get registration materials?  How do I register? 

Registration opened in January. We will continue to accept applications until all spaces are filled.  To register, 

complete the online application at www.cjbschool.org and then mail or drop off original birth and baptismal 

certificates (originals will be returned) and a one-time family registration fee of $250. For Grades 1-8, include 

a copy of the 2017-18 first semester report card and standardized test scores.  

What is the tuition and how do I pay? 

Tuition for 2018-19 is as follows:  

 Full-day (Kindergarten-8) in-parish tuition is $5,195 

 Full-day tuition for 3PK and 4PK is $5,510 

 Half-day 3PK tuition is $2,970 

 Half-day 4PK tuition is $3,525. 

 Grades K-8 non-parishioner tuition is $6,075 

 Tuition payment plans are available.   

What about Financial Assistance? 

When you complete the online registration, you will have an opportunity to complete an application for 

financial aid. Financial aid is available for in-parish families (K-8). Applications must be submitted by         

mid-March.  

Is there a “Before and After School” Program? 

Yes!  The “Extended Day” Program opens at 6:30am and closes when the school day begins. Extended Day      

re-opens at 2pm and closes at 6pm. The hourly-rate ($8/hr for one child; $10/hr for two or more children) is 

invoiced monthly. All registered students may attend the Extended Day Program. 

When may I register? 

Registration is happening NOW.  We will continue to accept registrations until all spaces are filled.   

Additional questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment, Cynthia Devlin, at 708-403-6525 ext. 127 

…or via email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

http://www.cjbschool.org
mailto:cdevlin@cjbschool.org


Parish Life 

Our March meeting will be held on Monday,                 

March 26th. We will meet in church at 10 AM for 

the stations of the cross. If there should be a funeral 

scheduled, we will go directly to the meeting room. Deacon 

Ken will conduct the stations there. After our meeting, 

apple pie and ice cream will be served, followed by several 

games of Left-Center-Right, so please be sure to bring a 

few quarters. We will also be selling tickets for our April 

Luncheon. Hope to see you all there. 

  

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Knit and Crochet Ministry 

Next Meeting April 5th at 10AM in Rooms 125/126. 

Please bring your needles and hooks and share your 

talent. Materials are provided through generous 

monetary and new yarn donations. If you are 

interested in learning how to knit or crochet we can 

help you! Please contact the parish office if you are 

in need of a prayer shawl.  

For more information about the ministry, please call 

Dorothy at 708-614-2588. 

Service Project Summary 

At the end of February, St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr 

and St. Elizabeth Seton Religious Education and 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School collaborated once 

again in a 7th grade service project which was held at     

St. Elizabeth Seton.  

Each parish and education group collected new, personal 

grooming items such as toothpaste, tooth brushes, 

combs, razors, bar soap, gender specific lotions and 

most in travel sized containers. Also, we received 

stockings, gloves, hats, coats, puzzle books, wrapped 

snacks, just to name a few more things. These items 

were brought to the SES parish center where students 

went to work sorting and packing the items. Their efforts 

resulted in the assembly of 65 boxes and 25 large plastic 

bags of these goods. The “work party” was composed of 

just over 90 students and a healthy group of parents.  

These items were then donated to the following: 

 Illinois Veterans Home-Manteno 

 St. Leo’s Veterans Home (Catholic Charities) at 77th 

and Emerald in Chicago 

 Crisis Center of South Suburbia, Tinley Park 

 And Neat Repeats 2nd hand store (an arm of the 

Crisis Center) - As an FYI the Neat Repeats is a 

thrift shop that sells its inventory to the general 

public and the proceeds go back to the Crisis Center. 

Additionally, each Domestic Violence victim who is 

taken into the shelter for temporary housing (they 

have 30 beds-always full) is given the opportunity to 

shop for free at the store to gather items to set up a 

new residence outside of the one they fled.  

All of the students were wonderful! They worked with 

great enthusiasm and when the sorting and boxing was 

completed they wrote a reflection and made Easter cards 

for the veterans. We can’t tell you how much they 

impressed us. Deacon Pete spoke about the state of 

veteran homelessness and illness and we also talked 

about the homeless affected by domestic violence. 

Our thanks to Mary Vlaming, Mary Iannucilli, and 

Joann Buryj for their efforts in helping make this 

happen. And thank you to everyone who made a 

donation. Without your generous contributions, this 

service project would not have been possible.  

Peace and blessing, 

Deacons Bill Schultz and Pete Van Merkestyn  



Meeting/Event Calendar 

Sunday, March 25—Palm Sunday 
 Baby Nursing (#153) 
 10:00am—Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 10:00am—Growing with God (#162-167) 
 12:00pm– Polish Choir Practice (#156) 
 2:00pm—Lamentations/Polish 
 3:00pm—Baptism 
 4:30pm—Book Discussion (LMR) 
 7:00pm—Living Stations (Church, Sacristy, Rooms 125/126) 
Monday, March 26 
 10:00am—Seniors Young at Heart (LMR) 
 7:30pm to 8:30pm—Lenten Confession 
Tuesday, March 27 
 8:45am—Stations of the Cross/English (Daily Chapel) 
 7:30pm—Highlanders (#170-173) 
 7:30pm to 8:30pm—Lenten Confession 
 7:30pm—Rosary (Daily Chapel) 
Wednesday, March 28 
 Men’s Club Fundraiser—Gatto’s Restaurant 
 11:00am—Moms and Tots (#161) 
 7:15pm—Living Stations (Church, Sacristy, 125/126) 
Thursday, March 29—Holy Thursday 
 No Adoration or Benediction in the Daily Chapel. 
 8:30am—Decorating Church 
 11:00am to 12:00pm—Lenten Confession (Final Day for 

Easter confessions.) 
 4:30pm—Children’s Choir (Church) 
 7:30pm—Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Bilingual) followed by 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until midnight 

Greeters’ Schedule—Weekend of Holy Saturday, March 31/ Easter, April 1 

 Holy Sat. 7:30PM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM 

Greeters Jean Coughlin Mike Tyrrell Anna Williams Jackie Szymanski 

 Mary Tafoya Eileen Tyrrell Chris Losey Charlene Mueller 

 Peg Schmidt Amparo Hughes Mark Losey Lynn Packert 

 Mary Berger Danny Hughes Kathy Cunningham Natalie Sims 

Congratulations to following winners of the Parish 500 Club 

Raffle for the week of March 19, 2018: 

$100 Winner: # 70 Gary Therriault 

$25 Winner: # James O’Donnell 

Please note:  

Winners’ checks are mailed out on a bi-weekly basis.  

Parishioners’ names will be read at Mass 

for four weeks and listed in the bulletin 

for 60 days. Immediate family members 

are asked to call after four weeks if you 

wish to still have the name read at Mass. 

Names of non-parishioners who are 

immediate family members of our parishioners will be 

read at Mass for two weeks and listed in the bulletin for 

two weeks.  

To be added to our prayer list, please contact Deacon Pete 

Van Merkestyn at the Parish Office. 

Parishioners who are hospitalized and in need of Pastoral 

Care should contact the Parish Office and/or Deacon Pete                        

Van Merkestyn.  

Parish 500 Club Prayer Requests 

Friday, March 30—Good Friday 
 No confessions heard; no Adoration. 
 8:30am—Decorating Church 
 8:45am—Scripture Study (126) 
 3:00pm—Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion/English (Church) 
 5:00pm—Guards for Tomb (#158/159) 
 5:00pm—Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion/Polish (Church) 
 5:30pm—Living Stations (Church, Sacristy, Kitchen, 

#125/126) 
 7:30pm—Living Stations of the Cross (Church) 
 9:00pm—Living Stations Cast Party (LMR) 
 10:00pm—Stations of the Cross/Polish (Church and 

grounds) 
Saturday, March 31—Holy Saturday 
 No confessions 
 Baby Nursing (#153) 
 Living Stations (#125/126) - Move props from church to 

storage 
 8:30am—Decorating Church 
 8:45am—B. Black Book Study (#126) 
 11:00 am and Noon—Basket Blessing/Bilingual (Church) 
 7:30pm—Easter Vigil/Bilingual (Church) 
Sunday, April 1—Easter 
 Baby Nursing #153 
 Easter Sunday—Please see Holy 

Week Schedule in bulletin for Mass 
times 

 

 

St. Stephen Men’s Club 
Dine-In or Carryout 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

of the month 
15% Donation  
(before tax) 
Present this coupon to 
your server.  



Prayers of the Faithful 

Time Intention Requested by: 

Sunday, March 25—Palm Sunday 

7:00am For the Family  

 John E. Lisicich Family 

8:30am Robert Black Barbara Black 

 Joseph Persin Barbara Black 

10:00am John Carroll Family 

  John Dillon, Sr. Marcy Martino 

11:30am Spec. Int. for Jean Coughlin Noreen Galvin 

 Mary Jane Bourgeois Virg McFadden 

1:00pm Za Dusze w Czysćcu Cierpiące       

 Sr. Mary Avitta Nowak, CSSF Krajacic Family 

6:15pm Christopher Cascone Joseph Cascone 

 Agnes Gorman Bridget Boyle 

Monday, March 26 

8:00am Joseph Onak Tony Koncewicz 

 Purgatorial Society - 

Tuesday, March 27 

8:00am Stella Wsol Husband Frank 

 Carmen Ruffolo Jeanna Ivey 

 A.T. & Louise O’Grady and            
Joseph and Ann Weissmann 

Ken and Pat Weissmann 

Wednesday, March 28 

8:00am Elmer J. Bucek Elaine Bucek 

 Joseph Gentile Wife and Children 

Thursday, March 29—Holy Thursday 

Friday, March 30—Good Friday 

Saturday, March 31—Holy Saturday 

Sunday, April 1—Easter Sunday 

5:00am For the People of the Parish  

7:00am For the People of the Parish  

8:30am For the People of the Parish  

10:00am For the People of the Parish  

11:30am For the People of the Parish  

1:00pm For the People of the Parish  

6:15pm For the People of the Parish  

Lily Acosta Stephen Fugger 

Martin Bennet Kathleen Gallegos 

Kathie Brosius Bill Galvin 

Don Bryar Sharon Grill 

Richard Bryar Larry Hersh 

Peggy Castro Karen Judycki 

Joanne Chess Rex Knapp 

Karen Cole Robert Knoll 

Guy Conlin Dave Newquist 

Matt Creen Tim O’ Connell 

Ken Dellorto Deacon Pablo Perez 

Bridget Dougal Joe and Joan Ricciuti 

Bill Dunlap Rachel  Swallow 

Debbie Freeman Richey Swiedrych 

Janet Freimuth Louis Tossone 

 Kelly  Weiss 

And for all those for whom our parish is asked to pray. 

For those who are sick and in need of healing from 

our Divine Healer: 

For the active duty military from our parish who serve 

our nation: 

L/Cpl Benjamin Brasher Lt. Dan Kniaz  

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Tsgt. Laura Langley 

Major Vincent Cesaro Ssgt. Carl Langley 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Sgt. Joseph Malone 

PV2 Joseph Clavio Capt. Christopher  Mazurek  

LCMR Amanda Griffith Sgt. Matthew O'Boyle 

Jacob Elliott USN  LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Sgt. Evan Grober Major Thomas Walsh 

Capt. Michael Gryczka  

 
Eileen Sullivan 

Patricia Fanson 



Ways to Support the Ministry of St. Stephen Parish 

 GiveCentral—Through www.GiveCentral.org parishioners can make automatic donations at the time and frequency 

they chose. Donating through GiveCentral is a way to simplify your giving and is environmental friendly. Signing up only 

takes a few minutes. Go to our parish website www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Donate Now button at the 

bottom of the page. Donations through GiveCentral are processed via your credit card or bank card and at the frequency 

you choose.   

 Electronic Donations—St. Stephen accepts electronic donations through Byline Bank. To begin this method of donating, 

you will need to complete and sign the authorization form and attached a voided check, and bring the items to the Parish 

Office. The authorization form is located on our website under Support/Sunday Giving. 

 Envelopes—Registered parishioners can also choose to receive weekly envelopes. Envelope packets are mailed out every 

other month.  

 Wills and Trusts—Please consider remembering St. Stephen Parish through your will or trust. Details area available on 

our website.  

Bulletin Submissions 

If your parish group or ministry would like to submit a bulletin article, please send your submissions to the following email 

address: bulletin@ststephentinley.com Our deadline for submissions is the Wednesday, 11 days prior to the bulletin’s 

publication date. Please include a contact name, email address, and phone number when making a submission.  


