
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 
We are a Stewardship Parish 

September 3, 2017—Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission   
St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel.  Our 

Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, our work 

places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts 

and to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In 

all of our parish activities we seek to develop a personal relationship with the Lord 

who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that 

leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be 

an open and welcoming people and a sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of 

God’s love. 

Mass of Anticipation 

5pm Saturday  

Sunday Masses 

English:  

7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am,                   

and 6:15pm 

Polish: 

1pm 

Daily Mass 

8am Monday through Saturday 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   

Bilingual 

Saturdays from 8:45—9:30am 

And by appointment 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays & Fridays 8:30am—3:30pm 

Thursdays 8:30am—6:30pm 

Benediction & Divine Mercy 

Prayers 

Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Rosary 

7:30pm - 2nd and last Tuesday of the 

month 

 

Informacje Dotyczące 

Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Św. 

Szczepana  

W ciągu całego roku Msza Św. w 

niedziele w języku polskim jest o 

godz. 1pm   

Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedź 

od       

6:30-7:30pm   

Msza o 7:30pm   

Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od 

godz.          

7:00-9:30pm    

Spowiedź w każdą sobotę od godz.  

8:45-9:30am  



 

For those in need: 

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through the Holbrook 

Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. Appointments with our parish 

counselor Michele L. Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact Deacon Pete 

Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of assistance, please contact                    

the St. Vincent de Paul Ministry through the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program, St. Stephen offers 

English and Polish support groups. Please contact the parish office for 

more information.  

 For information about Domestic Violence awareness, services, and 

prevention, please contact Deacon Bill Schultz at the parish office or visit 

www.domesticviolenceoutreach.org 

Anointing of the Sick—Please contact the parish office if you or a loved 

one needs this holy sacrament. 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm in Polish. 

Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the necessary 

preparations. New parishioners are required to register. A baptism 

preparation class is required if it is your first child baptized at St. Stephen. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound parishioners 

can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg at the parish office or Barbara Black at 

708-466-9962. 

Funerals can be arranged through the contact  the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the weddings 

of both registered parishioners and the children of registered parishioners. 

Information is available from one of the priests or deacons. 

New parishioners are invited to register: 

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month.  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, Wednesdays  at 

8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please contact the parish office.  

St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Catholic Church 
17500 South 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487 

www.ststephentinley.com 
 

Parish Office Phone: 708-342-2400 | Parish Office Fax: 708-342-1545 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1 –7:30pm    |    Friday 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4pm  

Saturday Noon—5pm 
 

Religious Education Phone: 342-1544 

RE Office Hours Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4:30pm | Friday 8:30am—12:30pm   

Evenings and weekends by appointment. Please call to schedule.  
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Parish School (CJB) 

9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL 60487 

Phone: 708-403-6525   | Fax: 708-403-8621 | web: cjbschool.org | email: info@cjbschool.org 
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From Our Pastor   
  

 

The Parish and RE Offices will be closed on Monday, September 4, 2017 for the Labor Day Holiday.                                                         

Our morning Mass will be at 9 AM. The Staff of St. Stephen Parish wishes all of you a wonderful holiday.                            

We are grateful for all the work you do in support of St. Stephen Parish.  

Dear People of St. Stephen, 

All of us have been moved by the suffering of the people of 

Houston and surrounding areas as a result of Hurricane Harvey. 

Next weekend we will have a special collection after 

communion for Catholic Charities of the Houston-Galveston 

area and other affected areas to assist them in responding to the 

needs of the people there. Please make checks out to St. Stephen 

and we will forward the funds to Catholic Charities.  

The poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge wrote these lines in Old 

English in his classic poem The Rime of the Ancient Mariner: 

“They prayeth well… who loveth well … and loveth both man 

and bird and beast. They prayeth the best who loveth best … all 

things both great and small. For the dear God who made us …. 

made and loveth all.” 

The poet expresses the truth that all that we have, all our life and 

all creation is a gift from God and is precious to God. This truth 

that life, all life, is a gift from God is the starting point of 

Stewardship Spirituality. The most basic response to all our gifts 

is gratitude to the Lord who gives them. Our gratitude begins 

with prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord who blesses us; this 

prayer is the foundation for living as good stewards. Our 

gratitude is expressed by acting as good stewards - using our 

gifts as the Lord would want them to be used and giving back to 

the Lord by sharing some of our time, talent, and treasure 

through our church. Four words can summarize the response of a 

good steward of God’s gifts. 

Gratitude - we gratefully acknowledge the source of our gifts 

and blessings through prayer and worship. 

Accountability - we seek to use our gifts as the Lord would want 

us to use them, asking ourselves how would God want us to use 

our gifts in family life, work life, community life, in all areas of 

life. 

Priorities - our priorities flow from our beliefs. As we make 

choices, we ask ourselves, “What would the Lord want me to 

do?” and seek to bring Jesus’ values into every area of our lives. 

Sharing - we give back to God, the giver of all gifts, some of our 

time, talent, and treasure through our church and other charities. 

In these coming weeks, especially on our Stewardship Renewal 

weekends of September 16/17 and September 23/24, we will 

reflect on seeking to live as good stewards of God’s gifts. Our 

theme this year is “Faith in Action through Time, Talent, and 

Treasure.” We will be expanding on this theme in the coming 

weeks. 

The foundation for growing as a good steward is to make 

prayers of thanksgiving a daily part of our prayer lives. Edward 

Hays, in his book A Pilgrim’s Almanac, writes of the value of 

prayers of gratitude: 

“If we could acquire a habit of making short expressions of 

gratitude to God for countless daily gifts of our lives, we would 

find that such a prayer is a ‘boomerang prayer.’ When we pray 

‘Thank you for such a beautiful day,’ we sail our prayer of 

gratitude off to God, only to have it come back to us as we taste 

the beauty of the day. Each time we say ‘thank you’ for the gift 

of a hot shower or for the faithfulness of a friend, we open 

ourselves to the giftedness of hot water or a friend’s fidelity, 

things that can so easily be taken for granted. A person who 

prays ‘thank you’ tastes life twice.” 

Prayers of gratitude keep our relationship with God on track. By 

being grateful, we remember that God is the source of all our 

gifts. These Thanksgiving prayers have a valuable second 

benefit; grateful people are happier people. 

I encourage you to include a simple “thank you” prayer as part 

of your regular daily prayer routine. Give thanks for the 

blessings in your life. Don’t forget the obvious ones - the food 

we eat, the shelter we have, especially the people who walk with 

us in life. This gratitude will keep our hearts open to God and 

fire our desire to share God’s gifts. Pray that we may all grow to 

be grateful people seeking to share the blessings that the Lord 

gives to us. 

As you have seen, much progress has been made in the 

construction of our parish life center. The precast walls were 

installed a week ago. We expect that the steel was put into place 

this past week. It is reasonable to hope that by late winter or 

early spring the parish life center will be completed. The deeper 

excitement is the possibilities that the new building will provide 

for our parish ministry. The hall that can be used for athletic 

activities, the youth room, the kitchen, and the other space will 

enable us to enhance our education and formation programs for 

all ages, our community building and social activities, our youth 

ministry, and our service activities. We are working with the 

Southwest suburban office of Catholic Charities to plan regular 

ways that we can use the parish center for service activities to 

assist our parish and the wider community. I will keep you 

informed about the planning for the use of the center. I invite 

your continued support for the project that will enhance our 

parish ministry. I ask your prayers for God’s blessing on the 

project and for safety for all for work on it.  

Finally, thanks to all who donated to the Savers drive last 

weekend. Your generosity enabled us to fill three trucks. Special 

thanks to Stacy Zampillo and Kyle Groves of our staff who 

coordinated the drive. Thanks to all the teens who worked to 

load trucks. All proceeds from the drive will go toward the 

building of our parish life center. 

May God bless you and your loved ones. 

Fr. Jay 



From Our Associate Pastor (In Polish, followed by English translation) 

Życie dla życia 

Chcemy żyć szczęśliwie, nie zwracając uwagi na złe strony życia, nie bacząc na cierpienia, przyjmując nasze problemy jako coś, co 
nas spotyka, „bo takie jest życie”.  Jednakże cierpienie tak jak było wpisane w życie Chrystusa, tak jest pośrednio wpisane w nasze. 
Nasze krzyżyki, krzyże są naszymi stacjami drogi życia. 

Analizując nasze życie pod kątem drogi krzyżowej, znajdujemy nierzadko podobieństwa, pozwalające się nam zbliżyć do wiary w 
Boga – Jezusa Chrystusa. Cierpimy z miłości, z choroby, z bólu. Cierpienia nasze mogą wypływać z braku radości, z nadmiaru trosk. 
Cierpimy fałszywie oskarżani, pomawiani, czasami myślimy, że cierpienie jest wpisane w całe nasze życie. Słowa Jeremiasza wydają 
się odnosić do nas samych, a dotykając nas, dają nam dużo do myślenia. „Uwiodłeś mnie, Panie, a ja pozwoliłem się uwieść; 
ujarzmiłeś mnie i przemogłeś. Stałem się codziennym pośmiewiskiem, wszyscy mi urągają.” (Jr 20,7). Bo przecież chcemy żyć miło, 
łatwo i przyjemnie. Ale patrząc na czasy dzisiejsze, na prześladowania chrześcijan w Afryce, dochodzimy do wniosku, że nie jest 
łatwo żyć przy Chrystusie. 

Gdy słuchamy Ewangelii, ciarki przechodzą nam po plecach, a słowa Jezusa do Piotra: „Zejdź mi z oczu szatanie!” (Mt16,23) 
wywołują grozę. O co chodzi? Wyrzuty Piotra były reakcją spontaniczną, ale jego serce i umysł nie mogły powiedzieć nic innego, 
gdyż chodziło o życie Jezusa. Swoją również bezpośrednią odpowiedzią Pan Jezus wskazuje, że nie powinno się forsować własnych, 
subiektywnych zapatrywań. Przypuszczam, że Piotr miał w duszy podobne dylematy, do tego nie wczuł się w głębię całej sytuacji, 
ale Bóg wie lepiej, co dobre i nieodzowne. Dla nas szczególne znaczenie ma w dzisiejszej Ewangelii wypowiedź Chrystusa: „Jeśli kto 
chce pójść za Mną, niech się zaprze samego siebie, niech weźmie krzyż swój i niech Mnie naśladuje”(Mt 16,24). Jest ona nadzwyczaj 
ważna, ale i trudna, bo Jezus podejmował trudne zadanie. Dla nas podjęcie trudnego zadania z reguły jest połączone z mniejszym 
lub większym ryzykiem. Pan Jezus nie ryzykował. On miał sto procent pewności, co Go czeka w Jerozolimie. Wiedział, czuł dokładnie 
każde uderzenie, każdy upadek. Czuł pocałunek Judasza i straszne pragnienie na krzyżu. Czuł jak bolą gwoździe... 

Chyba jedynie słowa z listu do Rzymian trochę nas podbudowują: „proszę was, bracia, przez miłosierdzie Boże, abyście dali ciała 
swoje na ofiarę żywą, świętą, Bogu przyjemną, jako wyraz waszej rozumnej służby Bożej” (Rz 12,1). Jednakże nie szukajmy 
odpowiedzi na pytanie „za co?” ale odpowiedzmy sobie na inne: „dla Kogo?” To nie Bóg zsyła na nas krzywdy i cierpienia, więcej, 
Bóg kochając nas, nie pozwala na wyrządzenie nam krzywdy. ON przyjmuje nasze cierpienie, naszą chorobę, naszą krzywdę, lecz 
smuci się i współcierpi razem z nami. 

Zło, które zalęgło się na tym świecie, a którego w przyszłym nie będzie – to nam obiecał Jezus, jest przyczyną tego wszystkiego, co 
nas dotyka, boli, rani, a czasami zabija. Musimy żyć wiarą, miłością, nieść swój krzyż, znosić upokorzenia. Musimy też pamiętać, że 
walka ze złem konsoliduje nas, chrześcijan, dramaty nas łączą, wiara udoskonala. 

Life for life 

We want to live happily without paying attention to the bad side of life. We do not want to be distressed therefore we accept our 
problems as part of life.  It  is important to note that our suffering is connected to Christ’s suffering. Our crosses are our way of life. 

If we look at our lives in terms of the way of the cross, we often find resemblances that allow us to understand our faith, as we 
relate to the suffering of Jesus Christ. We suffer from love, we suffer from illness, and we suffer from pain. Our suffering can come 
from a lack of joy or an excess of concern. Sometimes we suffer from being falsely accused and sometimes we think that suffering 
is part of our whole life. Jeremiah's words seem to refer to this feeling and hearing it today us gives us a lot to think about. "You 
duped me, Lord, and I let myself be duped. You were too strong for me, and you triumphed. All day I am the object of laughter; 
everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I must cry out."(Jer. 20:7).  So, we want to live a nice, easy and pleasant life, but if you look 
around today, for example in the persecution of Christians in Africa, we come to the conclusion that it is not easy to live by Christ. 

Today, when we heard the Gospel and the words of Jesus to Peter, we are shocked because "Get me out of the sight of Satan!" (Mt 
16,23), is a scary thing to hear from Jesus. What is going on? Peter's remarks were honest, but he didn’t see that getting in the way 
of Jesus’ suffering was an obstacle to the prophecy. The Lord Jesus expresses that we should not push for our own views. God 
knows what is best. For us, the Gospel of Christ is of particular importance: "If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself, let 
him take up his cross, and follow me" (Mt 16:24). It is extremely important, but difficult, because carrying the cross of Jesus is a 
difficult task. In our everyday life, undertaking a difficult task usually does not have such a great risk. Lord Jesus did not take risks. 
He knew with one hundred percent certainty what awaited Him in Jerusalem. He knew He had to feel every beating and every fall. 
He felt the kiss of Judas and the terrible thirst on the cross. He felt the nails penetrate His hand. 

The words from the letter to the Romans encourages us in our suffering: "I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, our spiritual worship" (Rom 12,1). We should not seek the answer 
to "why are we suffering?, but rather, let us ask, "for whom do we suffer for?" God does not send us harm and suffering. God loves 
us and does not allow us to be harmed. He accepts our suffering, our sickness and our hurt, but He grieves and suffers with us. 

The evil that has come to this world is what Jesus promised us. The cause of all the suffering touches us, hurts us, and sometimes 
kills us. We must live by faith and love while carrying our cross. We must also remember that the fight against evil and suffering 
unites us as Christians and grows our faith. 



Spiritual Life 

Sharing Our Treasure 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of 

St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage 

payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our 

monthly collections. Please consider making electronic 

donations through Byline Bank or through GiveCentral. 

More information on how to make electronic donations is 

available on our website and at the back of the bulletin.  

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

  July 2017 Year to Date 

Actual $129,069 $129,069 

Budget $137,000 $137,000 

Surplus/(Shortfall) ($7,931) ($7,931) 

Collections 8/20/17 

Regular Sunday $22,296.00 

Kids $25.54 

Sharing $97.00 

Assumption $418.00 

Stewardship Reflection  

Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“What profit would there be for one to gain the whole 

world and forfeit his life?” - MATTHEW 16:26  

 

St. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember, you are what 

you are in the eyes of God, and nothing else.” We often 

forget this stewardship wisdom when we spend all of our 

time, talent, and treasure to gain more of the world’s 

riches. We need to set our priorities based on God’s 

values and not the values of the material world.  

Marriage blessings will be offered at all the Masses this 

weekend for those couples celebrating their wedding 

anniversaries during September.  

The Lord leapt with joy the day you were born! Celebrate 

life! Birthday blessings will be offered next weekend at 

all the Masses on September  09/10. 

Prayer for Workers—"Ora et Labora!" 

St. Benedict, the founder of Western Monasticism is the 

person who wrote a series of rules for his monks. It is 

called the Rule of St. Benedict. In the rule he taught that 

the monks under his care were to pray and work. Hence 

the phrase "Ora et labora" (pray and work). 

Today we celebrate Labor Day. The history of Labor 

Day is very interesting. It arose in the early nineteenth 

century as the labor movement was beginning to 

flourish in the US. It was established as a day to 

encourage the union movement and collective 

bargaining. With our heightened political awareness of 

labor unions today, it would be good to encourage       

the foundation of Labor Day: the dignity of                       

the laborer and the dignity of work itself. 

O God, to whom all our prayers rise like incense, 

we thank you for the ability to work 

and to provide for our families. 

Assist us in honoring the laborer 

and providing a fare wage for all laborers. 

To work brings us purpose and dignity. 

In work, the laborer honors you, 

the One who provides everything we need. 

We ask you to bless all those who have no 

opportunity to work. Enliven our hearts to hear 

their cries for meaningful work 

and help us to give from our abundance 

to those who have little. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

Stewardship 

 



Spiritual Life 

Are you interested in becoming                                           

a Minister of Communion?  
 

In September, St. Julie Billiart, 7399 W. 159th St., Tinley 

Park is hosting initial Training for Extraordinary 

Ministers of the Eucharist.  The two sessions will be held 

on Monday, September 11 and Monday, September 18 

from 7-9pm. Through prayer, reflection and praxis, 

participants will explore what it means to be an 

Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist in the 21st 

Century. In Session One there will be a brief overview of 

the history and theology of the Eucharist. We will also 

explore the development of the role of the laity in the 

liturgical life of the Church. Participants will be 

encouraged to share their experiences of Eucharist and 

worship with one another. Session Two will address the 

call to ministry and what it means to be a Minister of the 

Eucharist in the Church of today’s world.  

The presenter is Dr. Mary Amore. Dr. Amore holds a 

Doctor of Ministry Degree in Liturgy and a Master of 

Arts in Pastoral Studies from Catholic Theological Union. 

She is the author of Primary Symbols of Worship and Call 

to Participation, as well as numerous articles on ministry 

and spirituality. Mary is a highly sought after presenter of 

workshops, parish missions, and retreats. Married and the 

mother of two young adults, Mary is the Executive 

Director of Mayslake Ministries in Lombard.  

If you are interested in becoming a Eucharistic Minister 

and would like to attend training, please contact Deacon 

Ken Zawadzki in the parish office at 342-2400 or send 

him an email at dcnken@ststephentinley.com 

Faith in Action 

“Faith in Action through Time, Talent and Treasure” is the theme of our parish’s September Stewardship Renewal.     

On the weekends of September 16/17 and September 23/24 we will celebrate our Spirituality of Stewardship. As a 

community of Catholic Christians we journey together as we focus on increasing our relationship with God. Because of 

His great gifts to us including His love for us and His great gift of salvation that comes to us from His Son Jesus we 

want to show our love for Him by being His good disciples. As His good disciples we joyfully share our God given 

gifts by sharing our time, talent and treasure. We put our faith into action when we share our gifts with our family and 

those around us, spend time in prayer, visit with someone who has lost a loved one or share our gifts in countless ways 

that reflect our love and concern for God, His people and His creation.  

As we look forward to our parish’s Stewardship Renewal let’s begin to think about addition ways we put our faith into 

action! 

“So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”   James 2:17 

Day Trip to Marytown 

St. Stephen will be sponsoring a 

pilgrimage to Marytown, the national 

shrine of St. Maximillian Kolbe, on 

Friday, September 29th. The cost will be $50 per person 

and is all inclusive. The bus will leave the St. Stephen 

parking lot at 8:00 AM sharp and travel to Libertyville. 

Upon arrival, the day will begin with a brief history of 

Marytown while coffee and sweet rolls are served. We 

will view a chapel video, tour the Kolbe Holocaust 

exhibit, participate in mid-day prayer, attend Mass, pray 

the rosary as a group and receive a final blessing. There 

will be time to walk the grounds, tour the outdoor shrines 

and rosary gardens or visit the gift shop. The price 

includes a hot luncheon served in their cafeteria. Our bus 

will return to Tinley Park by 5:00 PM.  

If you are interested in attending, please contact Barbara 

Black at barbara@ststephentinley.com or 708.466.9962 

on or before Friday, September 15th. We hope that you 

will be able to join us. 

Join us for the Patriotic Rosary                       

on Monday, September 11 

 

Please join us after the 8am Mass on Monday, 

September 11 as we recite The Patriotic Rosary 

starting at the St. Francis Statue. We will pray 

for the President, the Supreme Court, the House 

of Representatives, the Senate, the Governors 

and all Fifty States. We will journey reciting a 

decade each at St. Francis Garden, The Stations 

of the Cross, Joseph and Jesus statue, Mary 

statue, and ending at the Flag Pole. We will be 

reciting The Luminous Mysteries and handouts 

will be provided. 

mailto:Barbara@ststephentinley.com


 Spiritual Life 

Parish Worship Team Welcomes New Members 

If you have an interest in enhancing our Worship experience here at St. Stephen’s, please consider 

joining the Parish Worship Team. The Team gathers to plan and enhance our worship experience 

throughout the liturgical seasons. The goal of the Parish Worship Team is to help parishioners of all 

ages enrich their spiritual lives by becoming more involved in the parish’s liturgies and prayer services.   

The group generally meets monthly in the evening to discuss upcoming liturgical celebrations, themes, and generate 

ideas to address any concerns. No special training or education is required. The Order of the Mass, readings, homilies, 

prayers, and music selections are not our areas of responsibility. The Parish Worship team members have various 

backgrounds, but we all share an interest in our Worship. Please consider sharing your time and talent with this ministry 

so that together we can enrich our faith experience at St. Stephen. Our meetings are usually held on the first Monday of 

the month at 7:30 PM. Please consider joining us at this meeting or contact Fr. Jay in the parish office or John and Pat 

Lisicich at (708) 429-1584 for further information. 

High School Confirmation Program  

St. Stephen will begin a high school confirmation program on Wednesday, September 27th at 

4:15pm for teens in Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, or Senior years of high school. The program 

will meet weekly until the Sacrament is conferred upon the teens on March 10, 2018 by Bishop 

Kane. Topics that will be covered will help teens relate to being a Catholic in our modern society. Students will discuss 

elements of the Catholic faith and the significance of moral, theological, and scriptural issues that are a part of every 

committed and confirmed Catholic’s life.  

There are three Sacraments in which people become full members of the Catholic Church - Baptism, Holy Communion 

and Confirmation. Confirmation is an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and completes the good work that was 

begun in Baptism and that is continually strengthened in receiving the Eucharist. 

Students will be required to do service projects and attend a retreat in preparation for the Sacrament.  It is also expected 

that each student will research and prepare a report on the saint name chosen for his/her confirmation name.   

Registration forms can be picked up at the Religious Education office or found online at www.ststephentinley.com 

under the “Education” tab, where the form can be printed and returned to the Religious Education office.  

If you have any questions, please contact Barbara Black at barbara@ststephentinley.com 

 

Our 2017-2018 R.C.I.A. Program “Becoming Catholic” Starts Soon 

St. Stephen, St. Elizabeth Seton, and St. George Parishes will be sponsoring a combined R.C.I.A. (Rite 

of Christian Initiation of Adults) Program for this coming year. This program is aimed at adults who 

are interested in converting to the Catholic Church, as well as baptized Catholics who have not 

received the sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation. We are running a combined three

-parish sacramental preparation program as part of our ongoing development of parish cooperation in 

the archdiocese’s “Renew My Church” program. St. Stephen already partners with St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of 

Assisi, and St. Julie Parishes in our regional Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School. We also partner with St. 

Elizabeth Seton Parish in a combined Youth/Young Adult Ministry Program and in developing a joint parish response to 

the issue of domestic violence. 

The 2017-2018 R.C.I.A. Program will begin on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at St. Stephen Parish and run at this 

site for eight consecutive weeks, moving on November 9th to St. Elizabeth Seton, and running there for eight weeks, until 

making a final move to St. George Parish on January 18, 2018. Classes will conclude about March 15th. All sessions will 

run on Thursday nights from 7:00-8:30pm. Various sessions in the program focus on the sacraments, morality, 

catechetical teachings of our church, etc. The sessions will be taught by priests, deacons, and lay ministers of the three 

parishes. 

We encourage our parishioners to spread the word about the program to friends, family members, and neighbors. We ask 

that anyone interested in the program, or anyone who may have questions about the program, to please contact Barbara 

Black by phone at 708.466.9962 or by email at barbara@ststephentinley.com  

http://www.ststephentinley.com
mailto:Barbara@ststephentinley.com


Parish Life 

God’s “Big Hug” Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Meetings Resume Thursday, September 7th   
 

The Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st 

Thursday of each month at 10am in room 

125 of the parish offices. The purpose of this 

ministry is to hand craft shawls that represent a mantle of 

care and love from our parish to the recipient. We create 

hand knit or crocheted shawls and chemo caps for the sick, 

homebound, those who are grieving, or to celebrate a very 

special occasion! They are not just for those who are ill. If 

you know of someone in need of a shawl to remind them 

that they are not alone and they are loved and cared for, 

please request one.  

Our ministry is open to everyone—even if you cannot 

attend the meetings. Shawls can be created at home. We ask 

that you make the shawls no smaller than 25” x 60”. This 

size is a perfect fit for those receiving shawls. We welcome 

everyone to bring your latest project and join us for our 

friendly conversation or instruction from one of our 

members.   

Donations of yarn as well as monetary donations are always 

welcome. These donations enable us to provide shawls to all 

those in need free of charge.  

For more information about our Prayer Shawl ministry, 

please contact Dorothy at 708-614-2588. 

All Are Invited to Hear About Personal Safety 

The St. Stephen’s Ladies Social Club is inviting everyone 

from the parish to join us on Monday, September 11 at        

10 AM in rooms 125/126. We will have a guest speaker from 

the Cook County Sheriff’s Department who will speak about 

personal safety and security issues. This is a timely subject 

that impacts all members of our parish. Refreshments will be 

served after the meeting.  

Men's Club Golf Outing 

The St. Stephen Men's Club is sponsoring a golf outing at 

Willow Run Golf Course on September 23. The shotgun 

start is at 9 AM. The cost is $65 for 18 holes of golf, a riding 

cart, and a hotdog and drink at the turn. After all the golf is 

done, there will be food in the clubhouse and prizes will be 

awarded.  

Please contact Jim Skupien to save a spot in the outing.   

You can contact him at jskupien@comcast.net or call (708) 

429-7324. 

Event Sponsorships Available 

Persons, ministries, or businesses interested in sponsorships 

for our annual fellowship and fundraising events should 

contact Deacon Chuck McFarland at 630-564-4468. 

Information about sponsorships is available on our website 

www.ststephentinley.com under the Support tab.  

Human Concerns 
 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Hurricane Harvey Emergency Appeal 

On August 26, Hurricane Harvey, a powerful Category 4 

storm, made landfall along the Gulf Coast of Texas, causing 

several deaths and injuries, and bringing catastrophic 

flooding and property damage to the area. Catholic 

Charities USA is working to provide emergency relief and 

support to those affected by the devastation. Please consider 

donating to support our brothers and sisters in the midst of 

their suffering. A second collection will take place at 

parishes across the Archdiocese of Chicago on the weekend 

of September 9 and 10 for those affected by Hurricane 

Harvey. Thank you for your prayers. 

To find prayers, ongoing updates, and to donate, please visit 

pvm.archchicago.org/harvey 

Parishioners may also go to the St. Stephen website 

www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Hurricane 

Harvey web banner on the home page for a direct link to the 

Archdiocesan Emergency Appeal web page.  

Dine on Wednesday, September 6 at Culver’s in Tinley 

and they will donate back 10% to St. Stephen. Let 

your cashier know that you are there for the kick 

back! 

Get a Free Scoop! 

Text CULVERS to 50334 

Culver’s of Tinley Park 

18248 Sayre Avenue 

Tinley Park, IL 60477 

708-444-0004 

Wednesday—September 6 |  Tinley Park Only 

http://comcast.net




Welcome 2017/2018 

Religious Education Students! 



Youth and Education 

2017/2018 RE Registration Still Open—Please remember to 

register your children. Registration information and forms can 

be found on our website www.ststephentinley.com  under the 

“Education” tab. Please stop in the RE office to register for 

grades 1–8.  Our office hours are listed on the inside cover of 

the bulletin. Questions? Please contact the RE Office at 708-

342-1544.  

RE Catechists Still Needed—Over 1500 children and young 

people, preschool through grade 8, will sign up this fall to 

learn more about Jesus and the Catholic faith. You can help 

them learn and grow by becoming a catechist for Faith 

Formation. With classes offered Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday afternoons and evenings you are almost sure to 

find a time that fits your schedule. As you nurture the faith of 

our young, you will learn and grow as well! As one long-time 

catechist put it, “The children have taught me as much as I 

have taught them!” We provide you with training, materials, 

and support. Classes begin September 11. If interested or for 

more information, please contact patti@ststephentinley.com  

Growing with God—Online registration is now open for our 

2017/2018 Growing with God Preschool Sunday School. This 

program runs October through April twice a month during the 

whole 10am Mass. There are volunteer opportunities for 

adults and teens. Register online at www.ststephentinley.com 

Look under the “Education” tab, then select Growing with 

God or click on the GWG web banner. Our 2017/2018 GWG 

calendar is also available online.   

If you have any questions, please contact Connie Lambke at 

connie@ststephentinley.com 

Calendar Dates for Religious Education 

To view the complete school year calendars please go to the St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr website www.ststephentinley.com 

then click on “Education,” then on “RE Calendars”. 

Date Time/Location Event/Activity 

September 6  6pm—8pm 

 Ed. Wing & Church 

All Catechists & Aides Meeting   

 Joe Paprocki as Guest Speaker   

September 11, 12, 13  4:15pm & 6pm 

 Church 

Classes begin 

 Grades 1-8 

September 18  6pm 

 Church 

Special Needs Classes begin  

Branches Youth Ministry 
 

Open Gym  

 Drop-in every Thursday from 7pm-8pm                  

 Starts in September for 6th grade and up 

 @ St. Elizabeth  Seton 

Church Basketball League  

 Starts in September for all High School Students 

 @ St. Elizabeth Seton 

First High School Ministry Night  

 September 10th after 6:15pm Mass  

 @ St. Stephen in Large Meeting Room. 
 

Young Adult Ministry 

Young Adult Retreat for persons 18-39  

 September 16th, 17th, 18th in Culver, IN 

 Contact Kyle for more information 

Gospel of Matthew Bible Discussion Group 

 Wednesdays at 7:00pm @ St. Elizabeth Seton  

 First date is September 27th 

 Please RSVP.  

To be added to the email list or ask questions about any event, 

please contact Kyle Groves.  

Kyle Groves 

Youth and Young Adult Minister 

St. Stephen and St. Elizabeth Seton 

Email: kgroves@steseton.com 

Phone: 708-403-0101 

Children’s Choir Starts Sept. 14 

Calling all singers! Registration is now 

open for any interested 2nd through 8th 

graders interested in singing in the St. 

Stephen Youth Choir during the 

2017/2018 school year. The Youth 

Choir practices on Thursdays from 

4:30pm—5:30pm starting Sept. 14th. Singers have the option 

this year of joining fall season, spring season, or all year. A 

calendar will be handed out at the first practice. The Youth 

Choir sings at Family Masses, certain grade level Masses, and 

at other church events throughout the year. To register, please 

go to www.ststephentinley.com  and click on the yellow web 

banner on the home page that says Youth Choir. If you have 

any questions, please contact Kim Sluis, Youth Choir Director 

at ksluis@cjbschool.com 

Religious Education Tuition Rates  

FEES ARE PER STUDENT After August 1st 

1 CHILD $300 

2 CHILDREN $500 

3 OR MORE CHILDREN $600 

FAMILY CATECHESIS same as above 

SPECIAL NEEDS CLASS $175 

2ND GRADE & R.C.I.C.  

SACRAMENT FEE $35 

8TH GRADE SACRAMENT FEE $50 

4TH GRADE BIBLE FEE* $8 

mailto:patti@ststephentinley.com


Calendar 
Date Meeting/Event (Location) Time 

Sunday, September 3 Baby Nursing (#153) 5:00pm Mass 

 Run for the Cross Sign Up (Narthex) 5:00pm Mass 

 Baptism (Church) 3:00-4:00pm 

Monday, September 4 Labor Day Holiday—Parish and RE Offices Closed  

 Labor Day Mass 9:00am 

Tuesday, September 5 Parish Worship Team (#125) 7:00pm 

 Highlanders (#170-173) 7:00pm 

 St. Vincent de Paul (#126) 7:30pm 

Wednesday, September 6 Culver’s Fundraiser All Day 

 Race Meeting (#125) 5:30pm 

 Catechist Meeting (Education Wing and Church) 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Thursday, September 7 Prayer Shawl Ministry (#125/126) 10:00am 

 Praise Band (Church) 7:00pm-9:00pm 

 Financial Planning (#126) 7:30pm 

Friday, September 8 Scripture Study (#126) 8:45am—10:00am 

Saturday, September 9 Baby Nursing (#153), Run for the Cross Sign Up (Outside Church) 5:00pm Mass 

Sunday, September 10 Baby Nursing (#153), Run for the Cross Sign Up (Outside Church) All Masses 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church to Education Wing) 10:00 AM Mass 

 Baptism 3:00pm—4:00pm 

 Teens God’s Love of Creation (LMR) 7:00pm 

 Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1:00 PM Sun. 6:15 PM 

Priest Fr. Greg Fr. Jay Fr. Jay Fr. Mike Fr. Mike Fr. Greg Fr. Greg 

Deacon Deacon Bill S. Deacon Ken Deacon Joe Deacon Lukasz Deacon Chuck Deacon Bill. E Deacon Chuck 

Greeters Mary Berger  Kathy Stephens Barb Ridge Theresa Buckley   

  Joan Beck  Jeanne Upreti Bob Ridge Terri Buckley   

  Jean Coughlin  Mike Tyrrell Chris Losey Jackie Szymanski   

  Peg Schmitt  Eileen Tyrrell Mark Losey Natalie Sims   

  Counters 9/10/17—Team #3 9/17/17—Team #4 

Greeter/Counters Schedule—September 9 and 10 

Congratulations to the following winners for the week of 

August 28, 2017: 
 

$100 Winner—#226 Robert Mark 

$25 Winner—#27 Ken Zawadzki 

 

 

 

 

Parish 500 Club 

Change of address or phone number? 

If you are a registered parishioner, please let the parish know if 

you have a change in your address, telephone number, or email 

address. Just fill out the form below and drop it in a collection 

basket.By providing this information, you help the parish to 

keep our records accurate for the purpose of mailings, email 

communications, etc. and in return, our costs down for postage, 

etc. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Please check all that apply: 

New phone           New Address       New email Or: 

  Please remove our name from the parish register, we will be      

moving.  

Name:  

Address:  

  

Phone:  

This is a   Home Phone    Mobile Phone (Check one.) 

Email:  



For those who are sick and in need of healing from 

our Divine Healer: 

For the active duty military from our parish who 

serve our nation: 

Lois Darling 

For those who have passed, may perpetual light 

shine upon them: 

L/Cpl Benjamin Brasher Lt. Dan Kniaz  

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Tsgt. Laura Langley 

Major Vincent Cesaro Ssgt. Carl Langley 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Sgt. Joseph Malone 

PV2 Joseph Clavio Capt. Christopher  Mazurek  

Lt. Amanda Griffith PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Sgt. Evan Grober LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Gryczka Major Thomas Walsh 

Prayers of the Faithful 
Mass Intentions 

9/3 Sunday   

7:00am Tim Monahan Ed and Nancy Dempsey 

8:30am Jack Lenahan The Bara Family 

 William Madigan Mark and Chris Losey 

 10:00am Gibbons & McLean Families McLean Family 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

11:30am Michael Leonard M/M Jack Leonard 

 Tim Fisher Dcn. Pete & Jan Van Merkestyn 

 Intention of James and Josephine Hart 50th Wedding Anniversary 

1:00pm Za Dusze w Czysćcu Cierpiące  

 Intention of John and Mary Lejawa 52nd Wedding Anniversary 

6:15pm Francesca Mamulska Adam Mamulski 

 Eileen Szewczyk Fr. James Finno 

9/4 Monday  

9:00am Bill Casey Bern Daley 

  George Kerbs Eleanor Zapolis 

 Roger Johnson, Sr.  The Family 

9/5 Tuesday   

8:00am Wesley Cislak Mom 

  Peter Horkan Karen Opyd 

9/6 Wednesday     

8:00am Edward Czochara The Family 

  Gerrard Healy Tom Healy 

9/7 Thursday    

8:00am Julia Wegner Ted Wegner 

  Ed Truty Rose Zaidan and Family 

9/8 Friday   

8:00am Purgatorial Society  

 Irene Stepp Patricia Harp 

 Thomas J. Henaghan, Jr. Parents 

9/9 Saturday   

8:00am Thanksgiving for Edgar and Levi Dometita 

  A.J. Nichols Jim and Mary Gibbons 

5:00pm Maury Kane The Family 

  Steve and Joe Yanko The Family 

  Roger Johnson, Sr.  The Family 

 John and Jeanette Dygdon The Dygdon Family 

 Peter Horkan Bernadette Daley 

9/10 Sunday  

7:00am Joe Onak Karen Opyd 

8:30am Thomas Rogan The Family 

  Mary A. Marren  The Family 

10:00am Mary Beth Vasquez M/M Ron Maeder 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

11:30am Kenneth Chapski The Family 

  Vincent Bucci The Family 

1:00pm Za Dusze w Czysćcu Cierpiące  

 Karl Cislak Wife 

6:15pm Robert Neumann Dianne Przubylski 

 Dolores Rickman June Lucas 

Prayer requests: Parishioners’ names will be read at Mass for four 
weeks and listed in the bulletin for 60 days. Immediate family 
members are asked to call after four weeks if you wish to still 
have the name read at Mass. Names of non-parishioners who are 
immediate family members of our parishioners will be read at 
Mass for two weeks and listed in the bulletin for two weeks.  
To be added to our prayer list, please contact  Deacon Pete Van 
Merkestyn at the Parish Office. 
Parishioners who are hospitalized and in need of Pastoral Care 
should contact the Parish Office and/or Deacon Pete Van 
Merkestyn.  

Martin Bennet Frank McFarland 

Kathie Brosius Helen Michalik 

Don Bryar Lindy & Mary Michelon 

Joanne Chess Dave Newquist 

Karen Cole Helen Oheir 

Matt Creen Dan Opyd 

Avery D’Bow Deacon Pablo Perez 

Ken Dellorto Ed Rice 

Pat Dickman Marek Rudzki 

Karen Dillon Edward Rydzewski 

Bill Dunlap Nicole Siedschlag 

Caleb Fasano Rachel  Swallow 

Bill Galvin Richey Swiedrych 

Larry Hersh Donna Watzke 

Ed Jenkins Kelly  Weiss 

Rex Knapp Bill Yadron 

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray. 

For those who are preparing for the Sacrament of 

Holy Matrimony: 

Banns III: Janusz Pajerski & Natalia Zarycka 

 Dominic Kowalczyk & Alyssa Ahern 

Banns II: William Collins & Nina Solorio 

 Joseph Albano & Lauren Cain 

Banns I: Brandon Murphy & Dawn Pezutter 

 James Paul & Jenny Boers 

 Marek Szczech & Katarzyna Kwapien 



Ways to Support the Ministry of St. Stephen Parish 
 

 GiveCentral.org—Through GiveCentral.org, parishioners can make automatic donations at the time and frequency they 

chose. Donating through GiveCentral is a way to simplify your giving and is environmental friendly. Signing up only 

takes a few minutes. Go to our parish website www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Donate Now button at the 

bottom of the page. Donations through GiveCentral are processed via your credit card or bank card and at the frequency 

you choose.   

 Electronic Donations—St. Stephen accepts electronic donations through Byline Bank. To begin this method of donating, 

you will need to complete and sign the authorization form and attached a voided check, and bring the items to the Parish 

Office. The authorization form is located on our website under Support/Sunday Giving. 

 Envelopes—Registered parishioners can also choose to receive weekly envelopes. Envelope packets are mailed out every 

other month.  

 Wills and Trusts—Please consider remembering St. Stephen Parish through your will or trust. Details area available on 

our website.  

Bulletin Submissions 

If your parish group or ministry would like to submit a bulletin article, please send your submissions to the following email 

address: bulletin@ststephentinley.com Our deadline for submissions is the Wednesday, 11 days prior to the bulletin’s 

publication date. Please include a contact name, email address, and phone number when making a submission. For questions 

about the bulletin, please contact Communications Coordinator, Stacy Zampillo at the parish office at 708-342-2400.  


