
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 
We are a Stewardship Parish 

Parish Mission   
St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel.  Our 

Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, our work 

places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts 

and to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In 

all of our parish activities we seek to develop a personal relationship with the Lord 

who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that 

leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be 

an open and welcoming people and a sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of 

God’s love. 

Mass of Anticipation 

5pm Saturday  

Sunday Masses 

English:  

7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am,                   

and 6:15pm 

Polish: 

1pm 

Daily Mass 

8am Monday through Saturday 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   

Bilingual 

Saturdays from 8:45—9:30am 

And by appointment 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays & Fridays 8:30am—3:30pm 

Thursdays 8:30am—6:30pm 

Benediction & Divine Mercy 

Prayers 

Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Rosary 

7:30pm - 2nd and last Tuesday of the 

month 

 

Informacje Dotyczące 

Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Św. 

Szczepana  

W ciągu całego roku Msza Św. w 

niedziele w języku polskim jest o 

godz. 1pm   

Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedź 

od       

6:30-7:30pm   

Msza o 7:30pm   

Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od 

godz.          

7:00-9:30pm    

Spowiedź w każdą sobotę od godz.  

8:45-9:30am  



 

For those in need: 

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through the Holbrook 

Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. Appointments with our parish 

counselor Michele L. Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact Deacon Pete 

Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of assistance, please contact                    

the St. Vincent de Paul Ministry through the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program, St. Stephen offers 

English and Polish support groups. Please contact the parish office for 

more information.  

 For information about Domestic Violence awareness, services, and 

prevention, please contact Deacon Bill Schultz at the parish office or visit 

www.domesticviolenceoutreach.org 

Anointing of the Sick—Please contact the parish office if you or a loved 

one needs this holy sacrament. 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm in Polish. 

Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the necessary 

preparations. New parishioners are required to register. A baptism 

preparation class is required if it is your first child baptized at St. Stephen. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound parishioners 

can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg at the parish office or Barbara Black at 

708-466-9962. 

Funerals can be arranged through the contact  the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the weddings 

of both registered parishioners and the children of registered parishioners. 

Information is available from one of the priests or deacons. 

New parishioners are invited to register: 

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month.  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, Wednesdays  at 

8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please contact the parish office.  

St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Catholic Church 
17500 South 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487 

www.ststephentinley.com 
 

Parish Office Phone: 708-342-2400 | Parish Office Fax: 708-342-1545 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1 –7:30pm    |    Friday 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4pm  

Saturday Noon—5pm 

Please note: During July, the Parish Office will close at 7pm Monday—Thursday and at 4pm on Fridays. 
 

Religious Education Phone: 342-1544 

RE Office Hours Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4:30pm | Friday 8:30am—12:30pm   

Evenings and weekends by appointment. Please call to schedule.  
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Parish School (CJB) 

9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL 60487 

Phone: 708-403-6525   | Fax: 708-403-8621 | web: cjbschool.org | email: info@cjbschool.org 
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From Our Pastor   

Dear People of St. Stephen, 
 

The Scripture readings this weekend 

pose two challenging and related 

questions to all of us. What would 

each of us do if the Lord said to us 

what God said to Solomon in the first 

reading? In response to Jesus’ 

parables, what would be the treasure 

buried in a field or the pearl of great 

price that we would give all our effort 

to obtain? In the Old Testament 

reading, God says to Solomon, the 

young king succeeding his father 

David, “Ask something of me, and I 

will give it to you.” As a young king, 

Solomon may well have asked for 

greater power, wealth, or popularity. 

But Solomon asked for “an 

understanding heart to judge the 

people and to distinguish right from 

wrong.” He sought what he needed to 

fill his vocation, his life work to serve 

the Lord and the people of Israel as 

king. In the gospel, Jesus speaks of the 

Kingdom of heaven as like a treasure 

buried in a field or a pearl of great 

price — treasures that people gave all 

they had to secure. The Kingdom is 

the goal of Jesus’ saving work. The 

Kingdom is the relationships that God 

desires for His people — the 

relationships with the Lord and with 

others that Jesus came to establish. 

The Kingdom will reach its ultimate 

fulfillment in heaven, but our work as 

disciples of Jesus is to seek the 

Kingdom as we live our lives, to seek 

to build the relationships with God and 

among others that the Lord desires. 

We can find focus for our efforts in 

the two challenging questions posed in 

today’s Scripture readings. If God 

offered to give each of us anything we 

asked for, what would each of us 

seek? Would we respond like 

Solomon, asking for the personal 

qualities we need to live our particular 

vocation, our particular life work, and 

for the wisdom of an understanding 

heart that helps us to judge right from 

wrong? If each of us were asked what 

is the “treasure” or the pearl of great 

price, in our lives, how would we 

respond? Is each of us able to say that 

seeking God’s Kingdom, seeking to 

live in the spirit of the relationships 

God desires — loving God above all 

and loving our neighbors as ourselves  

— is the treasure, what we most seek, 

in our lives? 

These are broad questions that speak 

to the meaning of life and call forth 

very personal responses. But let me 

suggest three ways that we can live the 

response of a follower of Jesus to 

these questions in our daily lives. 

First, build habits of prayer — habits 

that open ourselves to God’s presence 

and God’s wisdom and help us to keep 

the Lord at the center of our lives. 

Second, live love wherever we are in 

life — trying to live with the spirit of 

Jesus in our families, in our close 

relationships, in our workplaces, in our 

schools, and in our communities. The 

Kingdom of God comes alive when 

we seek to bring the spirit of Jesus into 

the ordinary events of our lives. Third, 

when making choices, get in the habit 

of asking the Lord to help us to seek 

God’s will and to do it. There will be 

times when a complex situation makes 

it hard to see God’s will; there may 

also be times when God’s will is fairly 

easy to see but quite hard to do. Yet 

seeking to do God’s will as best we 

can will lead us to the Lord’s 

Kingdom.  

The Scripture this weekend calls us to 

imitate Solomon in asking God for an 

understanding heart and the ability to 

distinguish right from wrong and to 

seek, above all, Jesus’ Kingdom and 

His way of love. 

I want to thank everyone who has 

given to the Annual Catholic Appeal, 

the yearly drive that occurs just before 

Lent and provides support for parishes 

and schools serving financially 

challenged communities, support for 

youth formation programs and 

religious education, support for 

formation programs for priests and 

deacons and lay people, support for 

the respect life ministry and other 

justice initiatives, and support for the 

work of Catholic Relief Services to 

assist the poor and vulnerable 

overseas. Each year the Archdiocese 

sets a goal for each parish based upon 

the previous year’s regular collections. 

When a parish surpasses that goal, all 

additional funds come back for parish 

use. Due to the generosity of our 

parishioners, we have surpassed our 

goal and currently have about $4000 

that will come back directly to the 

parish. There are still some people 

paying pledges to the Appeal, so the 

amount returned to the parish will 

likely grow some. I thank all those 

who have given and are giving to the 

Annual Catholic Appeal that supports 

a very important work of our Church. 

Also, I want to thank everyone who 

contributed to last weekend’s 

Christmas in July food drive to aid 

local food pantries and the Courage 

program that assists young pregnant 

women and their families. It is always 

very inspiring for me to see the 

narthex filled with food and this year 

with supplies for babies. Please pray 

for all the groups that work to assist 

people in need.  

Finally, I will be away from the parish 

for most of the coming week. We are 

having a family reunion at a resort in 

Wisconsin. We will have relatives 

coming from all parts of the country, 

so it will be good to see people I don’t 

get to see too often as well as a chance 

to get away for a few days. 

May God bless you and your loved 

ones. 

Fr. Jay 

 



From Our Associate Pastor (In Polish, followed by English translation) 
Czego oczekujemy? 

Wygrane (loterie, gry liczbowe, quizy), spadki, darowizny! To, czego oczekujemy, to dobra, kasa, włości – byleby mieć i posiadać. 
Szczęście zaś to dar dany nam od kogoś, przez kogoś. To skarb, o którym człowiek marzy, ale się go nie spodziewa. Nawet, jeśli 
szuka skarbu, to chwila jego znalezienia jest niespodzianką. A co dopiero, gdy nie szuka... Znaleziony skarb zmienia życie.  

Jezus mówi nam dzisiaj o ukrytym skarbie i o Królestwie. W ten sposób Pan nas naucza o mądrości potrzebnej do osiągnięcia 
Królestwa Niebieskiego. Nauczanie w formie przypowieści jest szczególnie skuteczne, gdyż wywiera wpływ na nasze umysły i serca, 
pobudza nas do działania, do „poszukiwania”, do aktywności wywołanej przez świadomość, że realizujemy coś ważnego, 
zdobywamy doświadczenie i wiedzę, podejmujemy ryzyko. 

Początek ważnej dla nas nauki to rozmowa Salomona z Bogiem. Salomon nie prosi o dobra dla siebie „Ponieważ poprosiłeś o to, a 
nie poprosiłeś dla siebie o długie życie ani też o bogactwa, i nie poprosiłeś o zgubę twoich nieprzyjaciół, ale poprosiłeś dla siebie o 
umiejętność rozstrzygania spraw sądowych, więc spełniam twoje pragnienie i daję ci serce mądre i rozsądne, takie, że podobnego 
tobie przed tobą nie było i po tobie nie będzie.” (Krl 3,11-12). Zaś my jeśli już o coś prosimy, to najczęściej o coś dla siebie, by 
polepszyć własny byt i własne życie. 

Ale w naszej wierze wszystko opiera się na miłości, miłości do Boga i bliźnich, jak pisze święty Paweł: „Wiemy też, że Bóg z tymi, 
którzy Go miłują, współdziała we wszystkim dla ich dobra, z tymi, którzy są powołani według [Jego] zamiaru. ” (Rz 8,28). Dlatego 
przykład z dzisiejszej Ewangelii powinien wyostrzać nasze widzenie przyszłości, abyśmy nie przeoczyli tego, co w życiu istotne, 
abyśmy i my odnaleźli skarb prawdziwy. Wielu ma go blisko, lecz nie odkrywa, a odkrywszy, nie ceni go tak, jak na to zasługuje i 
zaniedbuje go, przedkładając nadeń przyjemności doczesne. Prawdziwy skarb to Królestwo Niebieskie, które już zaistniało pośród 
nas. Jest, ale wciąż w toku realizacji i wzrostu. 

To prawda, która sprawia, że już teraz w naszym ziemskim życiu powinniśmy we właściwy sposób je odkrywać. Szukając szczerym 
sercem znajdziemy je, jak kupiec drogocenną perłę, jak rolnik skarb ukryty w roli. Wymaga to jednak, abyśmy byli zdolni do 
rezygnowania z pewnych rzeczy dla pozyskania trwałych wartości. Ludziom z przypowieści obcy jest minimalizm. Podejmują trud, 
ponieważ wiedzą, o co chodzi w życiu. Niczego bezprawnie sobie nie przywłaszczają, pozostają do końca uczciwi. Rozważając te 
przypowieści, możemy wyciągnąć spore korzyści z nauk, które Pan Jezus nie tylko ówczesnemu pokoleniu dawał do przemyślenia, 
ale nadal daje je nam wszystkim. I nie chodzi tu o zrozumienie ogólne, ale o konkretne odniesienie do nas samych, do naszego 
życia. Bądźmy więc wyczuleni, abyśmy nie przeoczyli tego, co dla nas w życiu najważniejsze. 

MATKO NAJŚWIĘTSZA, WSPOMOŻYCIELKO WIERNYCH, pomóż nam dobrze używać rzeczy przemijających i nieustannie zabiegać o 
rzeczy wieczne. 

What do we expect 
Sometimes we wish to win the lottery or to win some sort of financial prize.  Some may even pray to God for this! It's a treasure 
that a man dreams about but he does not expect it. Is this something we can expect from God? Is our prayer one that pleases 
God?  
Jesus tells us today about the hidden treasure that is the Kingdom of Heaven.  The Lord teaches us the wisdom needed to attain 
the Kingdom of Heaven in the parable in the first reading. In Solomon's conversation with God, Solomon does not ask for a 
treasure for himself therefore the Lord responded, "Because you have asked for this—not for a long life for yourself, nor for 
riches, nor for the life of your enemies, but for understanding so that you may know what is right—I do as you requested. I give 
you a heart so wise and understanding that there has never been anyone like you up to now, and after you there will come no one 
equal you"(3: 11-12). If we ask for something from God, and we think He is not answering our prayer, perhaps we are not asking 
for something that pleases God.   
In our faith everything is based on love—love for God and neighbor. Saint Paul writes: "We also know that God, with those who 
love Him, works in all things for their good, with those who are called according to His design. "(Rom 8:28). The example in today's 
Gospel should sharpen our vision of the future so that we do not overlook what is important in life, so that we, too, can find the 
true treasure. Many of us hold God close to our hearts and in our lives. Some of us may have faith but have not yet discovered or 
appreciate Him as He deserves. Some neglect Him as they submit to the pleasures of temporary enjoyment. Today we are 
reminded that the real treasure is the Kingdom of Heaven and it has already come to us to us through Jesus.  
This truth assures us that we can make it right in our earthly life to properly discover the Kingdom of Heaven. A sincere heart will 
lead us to this treasure much like the discovery of a precious pearl. This journey or discovery requires us to be able to give up 
certain things to gain lasting value. Using our lives to show our love of God and neighbor has lasting value and will lead to this 
precious treasure. If we consider these parables, we can benefit from the teachings that Jesus not only gave us at the time of the 
revelation and continues to give to us today. The teachings of Jesus are not about a general understanding but rather they are 
concrete references to us and to our lives today. Let us be cognizant so that we do not overlook what is most important to us in 
life. 
Lord, help us to see things more clearly and to constantly strive for eternal things. 



The following children recently received the Sacrament 

of Holy Baptism at St. Stephen. Our parish community 

welcomes these children into our Catholic faith and 

congratulates their parents, families, and godparents. 

Stewardship Catholic Celebrations 

Stewardship challenges us to live counter-culturally, 

anchored in the Gospel message and wholly cognizant 

that only in living as our model steward, Jesus, we will 

find hope, freedom, and lasting joy and peace. 

Stewardship…Asks that we help each other recognize 

both the gifts and talents with which God has blessed us, 

and the ways in which we have been blessed through the 

gifts and talents of others. Invites us to help discern, call 

forth, and continually encourage one another to use the 

gifts and talents with which God has blessed us according 

to God’s will. Challenges us to share our time, talent, and 

treasure beyond what we believe we can do or give so we 

can grow, individually and collectively, as God desires. 

Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass 

The Archdiocese of Chicago will hold its annual Golden 

50th Wedding Anniversary Mass for 2017 on Sunday, 

September 17 at 2:45pm at Holy Name Cathedral. 

Cardinal Blase J. Cupich will preside over this special 

Mass where an anticipated 500 couples will rejoice in their 

golden wedding anniversary. To participate, couples must 

register online. Please visit our website 

www.ststephentinley.com and click on the web banner 

50th Wedding Anniversary. We’ve put up a direct link to 

the Archdiocese’s Golden Anniversary online registration 

page. If you need help registering, please contact Karen 

Opyd in the parish office at 708-342-2400 x138. She 

would be happy to assist you.  

Sharing Our Treasure 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of 

St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage 

payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our 

monthly collections. Please consider making electronic 

donations through Byline Bank or through GiveCentral. 

More information on how to make electronic donations is 

available on our website and at the back of the bulletin.  

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

  June 2017 Year to Date 

Actual $109,465 $1,422,503 

Budget $117,375 $1,500,500 

Surplus/(Shortfall) ($7,910) ($77,997) 

 

Marriage blessings will be offered the weekend of 

August 5/6 for those couples celebrating their wedding 

anniversaries during the month of August. 

Congratulations on your anniversary milestones and 

blessings on your marriage! 

 

The Lord leapt with joy the day you were born! 

Celebrate life! Birthday blessings will be offered at 

Masses the weekend of August 12/13. 

Stewardship Reflection  

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

“We know that all things work for good for those who 

love God, who are called according to his purpose.”        

- ROMANS 8:28  

 

Do you really trust God? Do you believe that all things 

work for good? Faith is a challenge for everyone at times. 

Putting our trust in God, in everything we do, means that 

God’s plan for our lives may be different than our plan. 

When one door closes, another one opens. Trust in God, 

His plan is always better.  
Juliette Rose Walsh 

Savannah Mae Nagan 

Collection information will be available next week. 



 Spiritual Life 

Our 2017-2018 R.C.I.A. 

Program—Becoming Catholic 

 

St. Stephen, St. Elizabeth Seton, and 

St. George Parishes will be 

sponsoring a combined R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) Program for this coming year. This 

program is aimed at adults who are interested in 

converting to the Catholic Church, as well as baptized 

Catholics who have not received the sacraments of First 

Holy Communion and Confirmation. We are running a 

combined three-parish sacramental preparation program 

as part of our ongoing development of parish cooperation 

in the archdiocese’s “Renew My Church” program. St. 

Stephen already partners with St. Elizabeth Seton, St. 

Francis of Assisi, and St. Julie Parishes in our regional 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School. We also 

partner with St. Elizabeth Seton Parish in a combined 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry Program and in developing 

a joint parish response to the issue of domestic violence. 

The 2017-2018 R.C.I.A. Program will begin on 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 at St. Stephen Parish and 

run at this site for eight consecutive weeks, moving on 

November 9th to St. Elizabeth Seton, and running there 

for eight weeks, until making a final move to St. George 

Parish on January 18, 2018. Classes will conclude about 

March 15th. All sessions will run on Thursday nights 

from 7:00-8:30pm. Various sessions in the program focus 

on the sacraments, morality, catechetical teachings of our 

church, etc. The sessions will be taught by priests, 

deacons, and lay ministers of the three parishes. 

We encourage our parishioners to spread the word about 

the program to friends, family members, and neighbors. 

We ask that anyone interested in the program, or anyone 

who may have questions about the program, to please 

contact Barbara Black by phone at 708.466.9962 or by 

email at barbara@ststephentinley.com  

Parish Life  

5K Sign Up This Weekend 
 

Men's Club Members and 5K 

Committee Members will be in the 

narthex this weekend to accept 

registrations for this year's 5K Run 

Walk To Help Those In Need. 

Please stop by our table and sign 

up for this year's event, which will be held on Saturday, 

September 16, 2017. We are guaranteeing t-shirts to those 

who sign up by August 22nd.  After August 22nd, we will 

provide t-shirts as long as our supply lasts.  

It is also possible to register online at 

www.ststephentinley.com  Click on the “Support” tab at 

the top of the page. An online registration link appears 

under the subsection "Fundraising." 

Previous 5K's along with other Men's Club events have 

paid for the crucifix in the front of the church, paid for the 

narthex as well as a new truck for the church. Profits from 

this year's 5K event will be made to the following 

ministries in our church dedicated to helping those in 

need: Catholic Charities Meals Program, PADS Ministry 

to the Homeless, the St. Vincent de Paul Society, the Teen 

Group Mission Trip and the Tinley Park Food Pantry. 
 

We encourage everyone to sign up early for this year's    

5K along with family and friends. 

The St. Stephen’s Men’s Club will be presenting the 

popular Football Mania game once again this year. We 

gave away $1,000 in cash to last year’s winners. We had 

one first place winner who took home the $400 prize. The 

tickets will remain the same price of $20 and will be 

available soon. Tickets will be sold in the Narthex August 

12/13 and August 19/20 and outside on August 26/27. 

Purchase 10 tickets or more and receive a free official 

football. There will be at least one $25 prize every week.  

Football Mania 2017 Kick off! For your calendar… 
 

 Theology on Tap presents “Faith & Science: You 

Can’t Have One without the Other.” Speaker Fr. John 

Kartje. Square Celt—Orland Park. August 3 at  

6:30pm 

 The Praise Band will lead us in music                                           

on  at the 10am and 11:30am Masses on Sunday, 

August 6.  

 The Our Lady of Fatima statue will return to           

St. Stephen from August 12–August 19. Rosary will 

be prayed at 7pm daily during this week long event.  

Sign-ups will be held this weekend for 

our Blood Drive, which will be held 

Sunday, August 6th from 8:30am—1pm. 

Look for our registration table in the 

Narthex after all the Masses. 

mailto:Barbara@ststephentinley.com
http://www.ststephentinley.com


Parish Life  

 

It’s a summer time St. Stephen parish tradition! 

Please join us for our annual Polka Mass and Parish Picnic  

on Sunday, August 20, 2017. 

Dennis Motyka and The Good Times Polka Band will lead the music                     

at our bi-lingual Polka Mass at 11:30 a.m.  

(Please note—there will be no 1 p.m. Mass in Polish this day.) 

Picnic from 12:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m. on the parish grounds east of the building.  

Come for fun, great food, and fellowship! 

St. Stephen will have tents, tables, and chairs on the grounds.  

Parishioners are welcome to bring their own chairs, blankets, and coolers. 

Invite your friends and family! All are welcome! 

Fun! 

In
fla

ta
ble

s! 

Food and Drinks 

$3 for hot dog & chips    |    $3 for hamburger & chips 

$6 potato pancake & meat gravy plate 

$6 for 6 pierogi plate (2 each: cheese/potato/sauerkraut) 

$10 for plate with chicken, (1) polish sausage link, sauerkraut, and bread 

Desserts, pop, water, and beer will also be sold.  

 

New for the picnic this year—you can pre-purchase your food tickets!  

Food tickets will be available for purchase pre-event after all the Masses                      

the weekend of August 12/13 and in the parish office the week of August 13
th
.  

Raffles! 
Split the Pot! 

Music! 



Parish Life 

 Donate to Dine Events 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our recent 

Donate to Dine events. We’ve had a wonderful turn out at 

these events and appreciate everyone’s support. We are 

pleased to report that we earned $135 from our Outback 

Steakhouse event and $309.80 from our Portillo’s event. 

These funds will be used towards the building of our 

Parish Life Center. Join us at Culver’s this Wednesday—

make sure to let your cashier know you are with             

St. Stephen!  

 Memorial Brick Orders   

We are now taking orders for brick pavers for 

our memorial brick gardens. Brick pavers are  

4” x 8”, and can be placed in the brick gardens 

east and west of the church entrance, in our military 

brick garden, or in our pet garden located by our           

St. Francis Statue. Bricks are $100 each and are 

engraved with up to 21 characters per line with a 

maximum of 3 lines of print. All bricks are placed 

randomly in the garden of your choosing. The next order 

for bricks will be placed on August 31st.   

Parishioners interested in purchasing a brick paver have 

two choices:  

 To place your order in person, please stop by the 

parish office from 8:30am—4:30pm.  

 Or, if you would prefer, a brick order form is 

available on our website www.ststephentinley.com 

Look under the “Support” tab, then select Memorial 

Bricks. This form can be completed and mailed into 

the parish office. Please make sure to include your 

payment of $100 per brick. 

Questions? Please contact Karen Opyd at 708-342-2400 

or send her an email at karen@ststephentinley.com 

 Tootsie Roll Bank Sale 

August 5/6 

It is that time of the year again for 

the ever so popular Tootsie Roll Bank Sale. The Knights 

of Columbus Father C.C. Boyle Council 4698 will be at 

St. Stephen church entrances before and after all the 

masses on August 5/6. The banks are filled with 

chocolate tootsie rolls or fruit flavored tootsie rolls and 

are $2 each. The proceeds from the bank sales go to the 

parish special needs religious education group. Thank 

you in advance for your continued generosity.  

 

 

 Savers Drive           

Saturday, August 26 

Just a reminder that our Savers donation drive is 

scheduled on Saturday, August 26 from 8:00am-6:15pm. 

Please bring your unwanted but gently used clothing, 

household items (decorations, textiles, bedding, knick-

knacks, etc.), and books to our drive. We would 

appreciate it you could bag or box all items. We cannot 

accept computers, televisions, bicycles, or furniture.      

St. Stephen parish gets paid by the pound for all the items 

we collect. We hope that you will consider participating 

in this easy fundraiser for our Parish Life Center. Every 

box or bag counts!  

 

 

Our parish summer office hours conclude on Monday, 

July 31st. As of Tuesday, August 1st our office hours will 

be as follows: 

Monday through Thursday: 8:30am—7:30pm  

Friday: 8:30am—4:00pm 

Saturday: 12:00pm—5:00pm 

Visit the Culver’s of Tinley Park on Wednesday August 2nd 
and we will  donate 10% of sales to St. Stephen Deacon and 
Martyr. Enjoy a delicious meal, benefit a great cause and feel 
good all over. Please make sure to let your cashier know you 
are here for the kickback! 

Get a Free Scoop! 
Text CULVERS to 

50334 

Culver’s of Tinley Park 
18248 Sayre Avenue 
Tinley Park, IL 60477 

708-444-0004 



Calling all singers! 

Registration is now open for 

any interested 2nd through 8th 

graders interested in singing 

in the St. Stephen Youth Choir during the 2017/2018 

school year. The Youth Choir practices on Thursdays 

from 4:30pm—5:30pm starting September 14. Singers 

have the option this year of joining fall season, spring 

season, or all year. A calendar will be handed out at the 

first practice. The Youth Choir sings at Family Masses, 

certain grade level Masses, and at other church events 

throughout the year.   

To register, please go to www.ststephentinley.com 

Click on the yellow web banner on the home page           

that says Youth Choir. If you have any questions, 

please contact Kim Sluis, Youth Choir Director at 

ksluis@cjbschool.com 

Youth and Education 

Thank you to all our Confirmation 

candidates and teens who have signed 

up to help with a number of parish 

events this summer. We appreciate 

your willingness to lend a hand! If you 

did sign up, please remember to bring 

your completed service project forms 

with you on that day so that it can be signed for you.  

For those still looking for service opportunities, our 

volunteer service opportunities can be found online at 

www.ststephentinley.com under the “Serve” tab. We 

use the tool SignUp Genius for our events. As of this 

writing, there were still a few slots available for the 

parish picnic. Check back as fall events and activities 

will be posted in the future.  

 Nationally-recognized Blue Ribbon School of 
Excellence 

 Grounded in the Catholic faith 

 Weekly Masses   

 PK3 & PK4 (full & half day) | K (full day)-8th Grade 

 Before/After School Care 

 Cutting-edge technology including ChromeBooks,  
interactive whiteboards and iPads   • 1:1 devices 
(3rd-8th) 

 Differentiated Instruction/NWEA MAP 
Benchmarking  

 Inclusive Education Center/Special Ed Director 

 Career and College Ready Aspire Assessment Results 

 On average, 35% of CJB graduates have been 
recognized as Illinois State Scholars each year 

 Since 2007, 10 CJB Alumni have been named high 
school Valedictorian or Salutatorian 

 CJB's Class of 2017 graduates received more than 
$65,000 in scholarships for high school 

 Spanish, Fine Arts Program, and Physical Education 
(Pre-K- 8) 

 Library/Media Center for Student Broadcasts/Media 
Productions 

 6-Sport Athletic Program/IESA Chess and 
Cheerleading (7-time State Champions!) 

 STEM, Robotics and Technology Programs 

 Three-tiered Character Program 

 Parent-led Virtue Program 

 Full-time Nurse    

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
9250 W. 167th Street,  Orland Hills, Illinois 60487    

708-403-6525 

www.cjbschool.org 
Principal - Mary Iannucilli                

Enrollment Director - Cindy Labriola Devlin 
 

Online Registration for the 2017-18 school year can be accessed 
through our website at cjbschool.org 

New Altar Server Registration 

 

As the new school year approaches, it’s a 

great time to consider having your child 

become an altar server. St. Stephen welcomes children in 

fourth through eighth grade to be a part of the altar server 

ministry. To sign up and to receive more information 

about future altar server training, please complete our 

online registration form at:  

www.ststephentinley.com/altar-serving  
Or look under the “Serve” tab on our website and select 

altar serving. Questions? Please contact Deacon Ken at 

the parish office or send him an email at 

dcnken@ststephentinley.com 



Youth and Education 

FEES ARE PER STUDENT June 1 to July 31 After August 1st 

1 CHILD $270 $300 

2 CHILDREN $450 $500 

3 OR MORE CHILDREN $540 $600 

FAMILY CATECHESIS same as above same as above 

SPECIAL NEEDS CLASS $145 $175 

2ND GRADE & R.C.I.C. SACRAMENT FEE $35 $35 

8TH GRADE SACRAMENT FEE $50 $50 

4TH GRADE BIBLE FEE* $8 $8 

Religious Education 2017/2018 Registration Now Open 

Registration is open for the 2017-18 school year.   The following are the tuition rates 

for the Religious Education program for 2017-18. Please stop in the Religious 

Education Office to register for grades 1-8.  

Calling All Preschool Children 

Growing with God online registration is now open for our 

2017-2018 Growing with God Preschool Sunday School. 

Runs October through April. Twice a month during the 

whole 10am Mass. Volunteer opportunities for adults and 

teens. Register online at www.ststephentinley.com      

Look under the “Education” tab, then select Growing with 

God or click on the GWG web banner. Our 2017/2018 

GWG calendar is also available online.  

If you have any questions, please contact Connie Lambke 

at connie@ststephentinley.com 

 

 

Catechists Needed 

Over 1500 children and young people, preschool through 

grade 8, will sign up this fall to learn more about Jesus 

and the Catholic faith. You can help them learn and grow 

by becoming a catechist for Faith Formation. With 

classes offered Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 

afternoons and evenings you are almost sure to find a 

time that fits your schedule. As you nurture the faith of 

our young, you will learn and grow as well! As one     

long-time catechist put it, “The children have taught me 

as much as I have taught them!” We provide you with 

training, materials, and support. Classes begin September 

11. If interested or for more information, contact 

patti@ststephentinley.com  

Guardian Angel Daycare and Preschool Center 
  

The Missionary Sisters of St. Benedict, 5900 W. 147th Street, Oak Forest cordially invite parents and their children to 

stop by and visit the school and/or enroll their child in their daycare and preschool programs. Program is for ages 2 to 5; 

Hours 7 am—5pm.  To learn more, call (708) 535-9623 or e-mail: sisterassumptaw@sbcglobal.net 

Register by  

Monday, July 31 for 

lower tuition rates 

mailto:patti@ststephentinley.com


Community 

 Tinley Park’s National Night Out—August 1 

Join the Village of Tinley Park and the Tinley Park Police 

Department for National Night Out on Tuesday, August 

1 from 6pm—9pm at Zabrocki Plaza, 173rd and Oak Park 

Avenue. The opening ceremony starts promptly at 6pm 

with the flag ceremony by the Tinley Park Police Honor 

Guard and the VFW Color Guard followed by Linda 

McKeague, Music Director of St. Elizabeth Seton singing 

the National Anthem. Visitors will have the opportunity to 

see vehicles and visit with Police Officers, Fire Fighters, 

Public Works Employees, Emergency Management 

Agency and representatives from local organizations and 

businesses. Family friendly entertainment include David 

Fleming Balloons/Magic/Juggling Show, face painting by 

Cupkakes Family Fun Time, ride the Odyssey Fun World 

Cow Train and enjoy music from DJ Jackie McDonald 

Whirlwind Karaoke. 

Are you struggling and in need of help?  

If so, please contact our parish office at 

708-342-2400, ask for the SVdP hotline, 

and leave a message when you are 

connected to the voicemail box.   Be sure to leave your 

name and a phone number where you can be reached. 

Someone from our ministry will contact you.  

Human Concerns 

Vincentian Reflection: The demand of daily Christian living is to 
spend our life primarily searching for the kingdom of God.  In 
the Gospel, first the person who finds the buried treasure in a 
field comes upon it by happenstance; the find just happens 
without effort; it is pure gift.  The role of discipleship is to 
become aware of the treasure when it is found.  Second, the 
merchant knows his or her business and recognizes the prized 
pearl when it is found.  The role of discipleship here is to be 
diligent in the search, not become discouraged and give up,  
seek until the “pearl of great price” is found.  

Monthly Food Drive  - Next Weekend 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Society will be 

sponsoring its monthly food drive on 

Saturday, August 5 and Sunday, August 6 

at all the weekend Masses. Non-perishable 

items such as cereal, soup, pasta/pasta sauce, tuna, etc. are 

appreciated. Please drop your items off in the narthex.  

I would like to thank the parishioners of St. Stephen 

parish for their generous donations to The Courage 

Program. Thank you for making this drive so successful. 

Your donations will be delivered to The Courage 

Program after I complete the next drive at St. Elizabeth 

Seton the weekend of August 5/6.  
 

With gratitude,  

Vincent Zampillo 

Parishioner & Life Scout BSA Troop 380 

 Mass and Healing Service –August 7 

Infant Jesus of Prague, Flossmoor, has a Mass and 

healing service the first Monday of every month at 

7:30pm. All are invited to attend and receive individual 

prayer for their requests.The next date is August 7, 2017. 

Infant Jesus of Prague, located at the corner of Leavitt 

Ave. and Flossmoor Road, is wheelchair accessible. 

Questions? Contact Bettyann Hall at 708-799-1234. 

 

 AIA Community Fair—Sunday, August 13 

The American Islamic Association invites their 

neighbors as honored guests to their annual community 

fair on Sunday, August 13, from noon to 4 PM. Everyone 

is invited to a day of great outdoor fun, great food, and 

great friendship. There is food for all tastes: barbecue, 

baked, grilled, American, Desi and Arabic foods. There 

are games for everyone and pony rides for children. It is 

a chance to know neighbors of another faith. The 

American Islamic Association is located at 8860            

St. Francis Road in Frankfort. 

The people of St. Stephen have such generous hearts. 

Thank you for your donations to our                                  

Christmas in July Food Drive! 

The Courage Diaper Drive 

Christmas in July Food Drive 



Meeting & Event Calendar 
Date Event (Location) Time 

Sunday, July 30 Run for the Cross Sign Up (Narthex) All Masses 

 Blood Drive Sign Up (Narthex)  All Masses 

 Baptism 3:00—4:00pm 

Tuesday, August 1 Highlanders (#170-173) 7:30pm 

Wednesday, August 2 Culver’s Donate to Dine Event  All Day 

Thursday, August 3 Praise Band (Church) 7:00-9:00pm 

 SWIFT (#125) 7:30pm 

Friday, August 4 Scripture Study (#126) 8:45am—10:00am 

 First Friday Mass (Church) 6:30pm 

Saturday, August 5 Book Study 8:30am-10:30am 

 First Saturday Mass 7:00pm 

Sunday, August 6 Branches Teen Ministry Blood Drive (Large Mtg. Rm) 8:30am-1pm 

 Baptism (Church) 3:00pm-4:00pm 

Sat. Aug 5/Sun. Aug 6 Tootsie Roll Drive/Knights of Columbus (Narthex) All Masses 

 St. Vincent de Paul Monthly Food Drive(Narthex) All Masses 

 5K Run/Walk Sign Up—Men’s Club (Outside) All Masses 

 Baby Nursing (#153) All Masses 

 Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1:00 PM Sun. 6:15 PM 

Greeters Mary Tafoya  Bob Ridge Pauline Cotrano Joan Beck   

  Mary Berger  Barb Ridge Anna Williams B.J. Witry   

  Jean Coughlin  Amparo Hughes Dorothy Meyrick Jackie Szymanski   

  Pet Schmitt  Danny Hughes Bob Meyrick Natalie Sims   

  Counters 8/6—Team 2 8/13—Team 3 

Greeter/Counters Schedule—August 5/6 

 

Congratulations to the following winners for the week of 

July 24, 2017: 
 

$100 Winner—M/M Rydzewski 

 

$25 Winner—Bill & Bette Brady 

 

 

Parish 500 Club 

Change of address or phone number? 

If you are a registered parishioner, please let the parish know if 

you have a change in your address, telephone number, or email 

address. Just fill out the form below and drop it in a collection 

basket. By providing this information, you help the parish to 

keep our records accurate for the purpose of mailings, email 

communications, etc. and in return, our costs down for postage, 

etc. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

 

Please check all that apply: 

 New phone           New Address       New email  

Or: 

  Please remove our name from the parish register, we will be      

moving.  

Name:  

Address:  

  

Phone:  

This is a   Home Phone    Mobile Phone (Check one.) 

Email:  

Greeters—please remember to email Deacon Joe your email 
address. We will be using a web-based scheduling system in 
the fall. Deacon Joe’s email is: dcnjoe@ststephentinley.com 



Banns III: Brandon Tidwell and Christina Bradaric 

For those who are sick and in need of healing 

from our Divine Healer: 

For those who have passed, may perpetual light 

shine upon them: 

For the active duty military from our parish 

who serve our nation: 

L/Cpl Benjamin Brasher Lt. Dan Kniaz  

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Tsgt. Laura Langley 

Major Vincent Cesaro Ssgt. Carl Langley 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Sgt. Joseph Malone 

PV2 Joseph Clavio Capt. Christopher  Mazurek  

Lt. Amanda Griffith PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Sgt. Evan Grober LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Gryczka Major Thomas Walsh 

Prayers of the Faithful 

Prayer requests: Parishioners’ names will be 
read at Mass for four weeks and listed in the 
bulletin for 60 days. Immediate family members 
are asked to call after four weeks if you wish to 
still have the name read at Mass. Names of     
non-parishioners who are immediate family 
members of our parishioners will be read at 
Mass for two weeks and listed in the bulletin for 
two weeks.  
To be added to our prayer list, please contact  
Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the Parish Office. 
Parishioners who are hospitalized and in need of 
Pastoral Care should contact the Parish Office 
and/or Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn.  

For those couples preparing for the vocation 

of Catholic marriage: 

Mass Intentions 

7/30 Sunday   

7:00am Byron Grober Chris Kirk 

8:30am Julie Lyon Mary and Frank Werr 

  McFarland & Carollo Families Dcn. Chuck & Terese McFarland 

10:00am Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

  Mary Lestarczyk Mom & Dad 

 50th Anniversary of  Richard & Theresa Layman  

11:30am John P. Coughlan The Family 

 Bruno Sikorski Joe and Grace Dobersztyn 

1:00pm Za Dusze w Czysćcu Cierpiące  

 Malgorzata Swiedrych St. Stephen Staff 

6:15pm Police Officers Jean Kwon 

  Martha A. Brennan Martin Brennan 

7/31 Monday  

8:00am Stella Witkowski The Family 

  Sandra Prete Pat Frejlich 

8/1 Tuesday   

8:00am Walter Hilderbrandt The Family 

  Robert Davis Mom and Dad 

8/2 Wednesday     

8:00am Thanksgiving for Miguel Family 

  Frances Grousnick Ron and Marie Maeder 

8/3 Thursday    

8:00am John Dillon Mary Ann Dillon 

  Byron Grober Emily Johnson 

8/4 Friday   

8:00am Purgatorial Society  

  Shanner Lynch Rose and Randy Turkowski 

 Richard Sherling The Family 

8/5 Saturday   

8:00am Joseph and Lucille Pacocha The Family 

  Rachele Lappano Altar Servers 

5:00pm John and Jeannette Dygdon The Dygdon Family 

  The Bystrzycki Family Barbara Scherer 

  Vince Lipetzky Claudia Lipetzky 

 Sam Baiamonte Wife 

 Maria Luz Rivera Children 

8/6 Sunday  

7:00am Mary Bilotta The Grzeskowiak Family 

8:30am Rose Pantano Tony and Roxanne Pantano 

  Mara A. Marren The Family 

10:00am M/M F. Rydzewski The Family 

 Josephine Basile The Family 

11:30am Patricia Wiadows The Berchmans 

  Henry Dobensztyn The Family 

1:00pm Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

6:15pm Charles Grande The Family 

 Kathy McKeon The Family 

Michelle K. Frawley 
Fr. Ron Lewinski 

Jean C. Smith 

Martin Bennet Larry Hersh 

Kathie Brosius Rex Knapp 

Joanne Chess John Lachat 

Karen Cole Frank McFarland 

Matt Creen Helen Michalik 

Avery D’Bow Dave Newquist 

Ken Dellorto Marek Rudzki 

Pat Dickman Nicole Siedschlag 

Bill Dunlap Rachel  Swallow 

Kate Engler Ritchie Swiedruch 

Caleb Fasano Donna Watzke 

Bill Galvin Kelly  Weiss 

  

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray. 



Ways to Support the Ministry of St. Stephen Parish 
 

 GiveCentral.org—Through GiveCentral.org, parishioners can make automatic donations at the time and frequency they 

chose. Donating through GiveCentral is a way to simplify your giving and is environmental friendly. Signing up only 

takes a few minutes. Go to our parish website www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Donate Now button at the 

bottom of the page. Donations through GiveCentral are processed via your credit card or bank card and at the frequency 

you choose.   

 Electronic Donations—St. Stephen accepts electronic donations through Byline Bank. To begin this method of donating, 

you will need to complete and sign the authorization form and attached a voided check, and bring the items to the Parish 

Office. The authorization form is located on our website under Support/Sunday Giving. 

 Envelopes—Registered parishioners can also choose to receive weekly envelopes. Envelope packets are mailed out every 

other month.  

 Wills and Trusts—Please consider remembering St. Stephen Parish through your will or trust. Details area available on 

our website.  

Bulletin Submissions 

If your parish group or ministry would like to submit a bulletin article, please send your submissions to the following email 

address: bulletin@ststephentinley.com Our deadline for submissions is the Wednesday, 11 days prior to the bulletin’s 

publication date. Please include a contact name, email address, and phone number when making a submission. For questions 

about the bulletin, please contact Communications Coordinator, Stacy Zampillo at the parish office at 708-342-2400.  


