
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish. 

Parish Mission 
St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel. Our Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring 

Christ’s Love to our families, our work places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts and to 

give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In all of our parish activities we seek to develop a 

personal relationship with the Lord who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that leads to a 

commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open and welcoming people and a sense of joy in 

being graced by the gifts of God’s love. 

 



 Our Parish School—Cardinal Bernardin 

Principal—Ms. Mary Iannucilli  

Address:  9250 W. 167th Street  Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525  School Fax:  708.403.8621                                                              

Website: cjbschool.org            Email: info@cjbschool.org 

 Our Staff 

Stewardship: Sharing Our Treasure 

Address: 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487                                                                                                                                                             

Office Hours:  

Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-6pm; Sat Noon-5pm; 

Closed Mon-Friday from 12:30-1pm.                        

Office Phone: 708.342.2400  

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Website: www.ststephentinley.com                                              

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com 

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by 

noon on Wednesday, 11 days prior to bulletin’s publication 

date.  

 Parish Office 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                                
Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                                                               

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                            

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                          

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

Religious Education Office 

Director of Religious Education—Sandi Morgan              

Assoc. Director of Religious Education—Leslie Krauledis 

Admin. Assistant for Religious Education—Joann Buryj          

Religious Education Secretary—Patti Parker                      

Phone: 708.342.1544                             

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through     

the Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. 

Appointments with our parish counselor Michele L. 

Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact 

Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of help, please 

contact St. Stephen’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry through 

the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program,       

St. Stephen offers English and Polish support groups. 

Please contact the parish office for more information.  

For those in need... 

Robert Conlin Joseph Stalcup Deacons: 

William Engler Pete Van Merkestyn  

Chuck McFarland Kenneth Zawadzki  

William Schultz   

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

 January 2017 Year to Date 

Actual $130,704 $835,075 

Budget $149,875  $894,625  

Surplus/(Shortfall) ($19,171) ($59,550) 

Daily Mass—Monday through Saturday at 8am 

Mass of Anticipation—Saturday at 5pm 

Sunday Masses—7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30am, and     

6:15pm in English; 1:00pm in Polish 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English 

and 1pm in Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish 

office for the necessary preparations. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 

8:45am—9:30am  in the church or by appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of 

the weddings of both registered parishioners and the 

children of registered parishioners. Information is available 

from one of the priests or deacons. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or 

homebound parishioners can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg 

at the parish office or Barbara Black at 708-466-9962. 

Mass Times and Sacraments 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of       

St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage 

payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our 

monthly collections.  

 

Please consider making electronic donations through 

Byline Bank or through Give Central. Electronic and online 

donations can be scheduled at the frequency you choose.                        

For more information, please go to our website 

www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Giving tab. 

Also, please consider remembering your parish when 

preparing your will.  

  
Collections                                    

02-12-2017 
  

Regular $20,332.00   

Kids $28.10   

Sharing  $111.00   

Candles $449.00   

Catholic Schools Week $275.00   

Total $21,195.10  



From Our Pastor 

Dear People of St. Stephen, 

 

Lent is the traditional time in our Church when we are 

challenged to grow as disciples of Jesus. We embrace 

spiritual disciplines to do this. The goal of Lent is 

simple: to help us to grow in love for God and love for 

our neighbor. We need to keep that goal in mind as we 

plan our Lent. Rather than looking at Lent as a time to 

give up something (though that often is a necessary part 

of healthy spiritual growth), it is helpful to see Lent as a 

time to embrace habits that will help us to grow in love 

for God and for our neighbor. Matthew Kelly, in his 

book Resisting Happiness, emphasizes that people 

change when their habits change. I invite you to 

embrace a habit this Lent that will help you to be a 

better Catholic, one who grows in love for God and 

neighbor. Drawing from Matthew Kelly’s ideas and 

from our Catholic Lenten traditions, I would like to 

suggest some possible habits to work to develop that 

will lead to spiritual growth. 

 

1. Strengthen your prayer life. Prayer is our time to 

build up our relationship with the Lord who loves us 

and gives us life. Lent is a special time to work on 

enriching our prayer life. Work on a developing a 

habit that will enrich your prayer life during this 

Lenten season. Matthew Kelly speaks of how 

spending 10 minutes quietly in prayer each day, in 

church if you are able, gave focus to his spiritual 

life. Using The Little Black Book that has Lenten 

reflections is one way to spend some daily time in 

prayer. There are other Lenten suggestions 

elsewhere in the bulletin. Try to develop a habit of 

prayer that will continue into the Easter season and 

beyond. 

2. Listen to the voice of God in your life by using what 

Matthew Kelly calls a “Mass Journal.” He suggests 

a Journal to help us to develop an active approach 

and a listening disposition as we attend Mass. In his 

book Resisting Happiness, Kelly describes the  

Mass Journal in this way: “Get yourself a small 

notepad, pocket-size. This will be your Mass 

Journal. Bring it to Mass with you next Sunday. As 

you walk into church, greet God and ask, “God, 

show me one way in this Mass I can become a 

better-version-of-myself this week.” Then listen. 

Listen to the music, listen to the readings, listen to 

the preaching, listen to the quiet of your heart. One 

thought or idea, one challenge or invitation will 

jump out at you. Write it down. Just one thing. Not 

five things, not 16 pages of scribbling notes. Just the 

one thing. Write it down on its own 

page and date it. Then spend the 

rest of the Mass praying about how 

you can live out that one idea in the coming week.” 

Kelly finds this as a way that he is energized by 

Sunday Mass. In Lent we will have a short period of 

silence after communion to give anyone who wishes 

a chance to write something, but feel free to write at 

any time. It is a way to help us to listen to the 

Lord’s voice in our lives.  

3. Fasting is a traditional Lenten activity. It reminds us 

that nothing is more important than God in our 

lives. As you plan your Lenten fasting, identify 

something that gets in the way of your spiritual 

health and growth - things Matthew Kelly calls 

“resistance”. He describes resistance as “that 

sluggish feeling of not wanting to do something that 

you know is good for you, the inclination to do 

something that you unabashedly know is not good 

for you, and everything in between. It’s the desire 

and tendency to delay something you should be 

doing right now.” Try to build up a habit that 

opposes whatever hinders your spiritual growth. 

4. Tie your fasting to almsgiving. If you give up 

something you enjoy, use the money saved to assist 

a charity or use the time saved (e.g., if you give up 

TV or video games one night a week) to invest in 

your family or to help someone in need. 

5. Build a habit of daily asking what Matthew Kelly 

calls “The Big Question” – “God, what do you think 

I should do.”  By presenting to the Lord questions 

and choices that we are struggling with and asking 

“God what you think I should do” we begin to 

surrender ourselves to God’s will. We echo the 

words that we pray so often in the “Our Father” – 

“Thy will be done.” 

 

Other suggestions for Lenten activities that will help us 

to grow as Jesus’ disciples are elsewhere in the bulletin. 

Be sure to make a plan for Lent and commit yourself to 

following it as best you can. I especially encourage 

everyone to try the Mass Journal idea. May we all pray 

for one another that this Lenten season will help us to 

grow as Christ’s disciples. 

 

May God bless you and your loved ones. 

 

Fr. Jay 

 



From Our Associate Pastor 

Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana                                                                                                                                                   

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 

1PM           

-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of  6:30-7:30pm Msza o 7:30pm                                                                                                                                              

-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm                                                             

-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 

1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 

Polish to English Translation Nasze życie to droga 

  Bardzo często słyszymy termin „mapa drogowa”. I tak sobie 

myślę, czy nie warto by było pokusić się o stworzenie takiej 

mapy drogowej dla każdego chrześcijanina. Mapy, która 

pozwoliłaby nam z czystym sumieniem, z wiarą i modlitwą 

przejść przez życie ziemskie aż po jego kres. 

  Gdyby mapa taka została stworzona, to sprawy, o których piszę 

poniżej, powinny być w niej zaznaczone kolorem czerwonym. 

Wiemy, że pogoń za dobrobytem a pogoń za możliwością 

przeżycia to wbrew pozorom dwa zupełnie różne problemy. Z 

ludzkiego punktu widzenia to oczywiste, że każdy chce być 

otoczony gronem przyjaciół, chce korzystać z nowinek 

technicznych i dóbr kultury, chce, aby okres, który przychodzi 

mu przeżyć na padole ziemskim, był w miarę łatwy i nie 

obfitował w przykre czy złe doświadczenia. Zrozumiałe jest, że 

mając wiele spraw do załatwienia korzystamy z tego, co daje 
nam nauka, technika, czyli korzystamy ze zdobyczy 

ogólnoludzkich, co wcale nie oznacza, że lekceważymy w ten 

sposób plan Boży. 

  A teraz zmieńmy punkt widzenia i spójrzmy na życie z 

perspektywy ostatecznego spotkania z Panem. Dostrzeżemy 

wówczas to, co najważniejsze, a mianowicie: by żyjąc, pracując, 

spotykając się z innymi, nie odrzucać tego, co oferuje nam Bóg, 

czyli Zbawienia; by nasze działania współgrały z drogą 

wyznaczoną przez Tego, który nam zaplanował życie,  dając 

równocześnie wolną wolę, i który obserwuje, jak i w jaki 

sposób, korzystając z dobrodziejstw kultury i techniki, idziemy 

drogą ku Niemu, ku Jego wiedzy i Miłości. 

  Bóg dał nam wolną wolę, więc do nas należy wybór. Jednak 

lepiej nie powtarzać za Izajaszem słów przypisywanych 

Syjonowi: "Pan mnie opuścił, Pan o mnie zapomniał" (Iz 

49,14b), natomiast warto za wzór wziąć ufność św. Pawła i 

wołać wraz z nim: „Niech więc uważają nas ludzie za sługi 

Chrystusa i za szafarzy tajemnic Bożych!” (1 Kor 4,1). 

Dlaczego? Bo razem tworzymy Kościół Święty, którego 

zadaniem jest głosić wszystkim Boga, Jego prawo i Jego Miłość. 

Gdy będziemy tak postępować, „każdy otrzyma od Boga 

pochwałę” (1 Kor 4,5b). 

  Ewangelia dzisiejsza wyraźnie określa nasze zadania, ale także 

prawa. Słowo Mamona, wypowiadane przez Jezusa Chrystusa, 

nie oznacza tylko i wyłącznie fortuny, o której wielu z nas myśli, 

lecz może również oznaczać nasz wybór drogi życiowej – z 

Bogiem lub bez Niego, przynależność do takiej czy innej grupy 

zabiegającej o różne przywileje, może określać wybór naszego 

statusu, idei życia czy podejścia do drugich. Nasze życie to 

droga, którą mamy przejść w sposób godny, spokojnie, 

wypełniając wyznaczone nam zadania, ale zawsze na pierwszym 

miejscu stawiając Boga. Ostatnie słowa tego fragmentu 

Ewangelii mogą posłużyć za dewizę postępowania: „Starajcie 
się naprzód o królestwo Boga i o Jego sprawiedliwość, a to 

wszystko będzie wam dodane. Nie troszczcie się więc zbytnio o 

jutro, bo jutrzejszy dzień sam o siebie troszczyć się będzie.” (Mt 

6,33-34). 

  Maryjo, Boża Rodzicielko, Matko nasza, prosimy, pomóż nam 

iść drogą Twego Syna, pomóż nam dążyć do doskonałości i 

miłości Boga. 

Life’s Way 

Very often we hear the term "road map." I think, it would be 

worth it to attempt to create a road map for every Christian.  This 

map would guide us with faith and prayer as we go through life 

until its end. 

If such a map were created, it should be marked in red. The red 

line would ensure that we as Christians stayed on course because 

many times the pursuit of prosperity conflicts with our Christian 

values. From a human point of view it is obvious that everyone 

wants to be surrounded by a circle of friends, we want to use 

technological innovations, and we want to buy worldly goods. 

Sometimes these Earthly wants create unpleasant or bad 
experiences. For example, if we have these circle of friends but 

we do not talk to them, we only text and email them, we lose the 

human connection and the relationship fails. We need science and 

technology, but we have to keep in mind that in using these 

innovations, we cannot neglect God's plan for our life and how 

He wants us to treat each other.   

Imagine your final day when you encounter the Lord before going 

to heaven. It is at this moment that we see what is most important. 

The Lord has promised us Salvation, but He also gave us free 

will. If that road map was created, are you on the path today? 

Have you strayed from the route? If you have strayed, remember 

that God’s plan leads us back to that path.    

In the first reading, Isaiah says: "The Lord has forsaken me, the 

Lord has forgotten me" (Isaiah 49,14b) but just as a mother would 

never forget her infant, neither shall the Lord forget His servant. 

The Lord’s plan is His way of saying he has not forgotten us.     

He left us with that road map.   

St. Paul goes on to say: "Let them regard us, as servants of Christ 

and stewards of the mysteries of God" (1 Cor 4,1). Why, because 

together we create the Holy Church, whose task is to proclaim to 

all of God, His law and His love. When we act in this fashion, 

"everyone will receive praise from God" (1 Cor 4,5-b). This 

reading explains the importance of staying on that path.   

Today's Gospel clearly defines our tasks, but also the law. The 

word of God should be our path in life. Our life is a path that we 

walk in a manner worthy, quietly completing the tasks assigned to 
us, and always putting God first. The last words of the Gospel 

could serve as our guide: "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow look 

after itself will be. " 



Spiritual Life 

Book Discussion: Resisting Happiness                                   

by Matthew Kelly  
 

Our discussion sessions on Matthew Kelly’s book 

Resisting Happiness will continue this Sunday, February 

26 and will run every two weeks for two more sessions.  

Fr. Jay will lead these discussions. Everyone is invited to 

participate. The discussion on the 26th will cover chapters 

22 through 28.  

Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program 

The Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program sign ups are at 

the back of church on the ushers’ table. At each Mass on 

Saturday evening or Sunday, a family, couple, or 

individual to come forward after communion to receive 

the Vocation Prayerwill be invited  Cross and a special 

prayer. In taking the cross, they commit themselves to 

praying the vocation prayer in thanksgiving for all those 

generously sharing in Church ministry and in asking God 

for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, 

religious life, and lay Church ministries. Everyone is 

invited to participate in this program. The prayer can be 

found below. The commitment is to pray this prayer daily 

as an individual or as a family. We thank you for praying 

for an increase in vocations to Church service.  

 

Stewardship Reflection 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and 

mammon (material wealth).”   MATTHEW 6:24 

For many people, God and money run “neck and neck” 

as their first priority. Making money and spending 

money becomes the center of their life and they actually 

become a slave to money.  The solution – become more 

generous. Giving money to Church and charity frees us 

from slavery to money and from making money a “god” 

before God. 

Kingdom Renewal Weekend—April 1 and 2 

This year’s Kingdom Renewal Weekend will take place 

at St. Stephen Parish on Saturday, April 1 from 7:30am—

8:30pm and on Sunday, April 2 from 7:45am—4pm. 

There is no overnight stay. All adults (18 years and older; 

any marital status) are invited to attend. Registration for 

the Kingdom Renewal Weekend is now open. To 

register, you must complete either a paper form or an 

online registration form. Registration forms that           

were previously published in the bulletin are               

available to everyone on the St. Stephen website 

www.ststephentinley.com under the Formation tab. The 

registration form will also be published again in March 

bulletins. Kingdom Weekend registration is open through 

March 28.  

If you have any questions about Kingdom Weekend, 

please contact Barbara Black at 708.466.9962 or by email 

at barbara@ststephentinley.com 

The Rosary Group 

The world is in desperate need of prayer, 

especially the most powerful prayer, THE 

ROSARY. Join us in the daily chapel the 

second and last Tuesday of each month at 

7:30 PM to pray the Rosary and the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet. Our next meeting is Tuesday, February 

28. We look forward to praying with you.  

GOD OUR FATHER, we thank You for 
calling men and women to serve in Your 
Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and 
consecrated persons. Send Your              
Holy Spirit to help others to respond 
generously and courageously to Your call. 
May our community of faith support 
vocations of sacrificial love in our youth 
and young adults. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who lives and reigns with You in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

New Ways to Honor or Remember a Loved One 

If you would like to sponsor the Sanctuary candle or the 

Holy Family flowers for a special occasion or for a 

memorial, please stop by the parish office. 

Reservations are now open through 

December 2017. A recommended donation 

of $50 is requested. Weekly bouquets will 

be seasonal, fresh-cut flowers provided by 

Hearts and Flowers Florist in Tinley Park.  

If you have any questions, please contact 

the parish office at 708-342-2400. 



The Little Black Book 

The Little Black Book is available in the narthex for all our 

parishioners. Please take one and use it to pray daily 

during Lent.  A $1 donation is requested to cover the cost 

of The Little Black Book which is based on the writings of 

Bishop Ken Untener of the Diocese of Saginaw, 

Michigan. This book will help us to walk through Lent by 

reading the scriptures along with explanations, reflections, 

quotes, and other information.  

Lenten Email Program 

This Lent, Dynamic Catholic again offers a free email 

program called “Best Lent Ever.®” The program is based 

on Matthew Kelly’s bestseller Rediscover Jesus. Each day 

you’ll get an inspirational email with a short video 

featuring Matthew Kelly and a member of the Dynamic 

Catholic Team. We invite you to sign up for this free 

program. All you have to do is sign up at 

DynamicCatholic.com/Lent  
 

Daily Online Lenten Reflections  

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, daily Lenten reflections 

from Bishop Robert Barron’s Word on Fire will be 

available online on the home page of our new website. 

Please visit www.ststephentinley.com and bookmark our 

home page. Daily Mass readings as well as Catholic news 

from the Pope, the Vatican, Catholic News Services, and 

Chicago Catholic are available, too.  

St. Stephen Parish Lenten Schedule: 

Spiritual Life—Lent 2017 

Lenten Intentions 

As part of our Lenten observance we 

invite everyone to write a Lenten 

intention on the cards that are available 

in the narthex.  Please write your intentions and family 

name (optional) on the card and place the card in the 

basket marked intentions. These intentions will then be 

placed on the crosses displayed in the narthex. By 

posting our intentions on the crosses, we show our 

willingness to reflect on the meaning of Lent. 

 

Lenten Regulations 

Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics 

14 years old and older on Ash Wednesday and on all the 

Fridays of Lent.  Fasting is to be observed on Ash 

Wednesday by all Catholics who are 18 years of age but 

not yet 59.  Those who are bound by this may take only 

one full meal.  Two smaller meals are permitted if 

necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs, 

but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted.  

The special Paschal fast, as well as abstinence, are 

prescribed for Good Friday and encouraged for Holy 

Saturday. 

Ash Wednesday: 
Ashes will be blessed and distributed during all the Masses and Prayer Services. 
 Services:  7am, 3:30pm, 5pm (English) (Afternoon services are geared for children.) 

 Masses:  8am, Noon, 6:30pm (English), 7:30pm (Polish) 
 

Masses during Lent: 

 Daily 8am; Every Thursday at 7pm in the Daily Chapel (English), Every Friday at 8:15pm (Polish) 

 Sunday Liturgy:  Saturdays at 5pm; Sundays at 7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, 6:15pm (English); 1pm (Polish) 

 

Stations of the Cross: 

 Every Tuesday at 8:45am (Daily Chapel); Every Friday at 6:30pm (Church, English) 

 Every Friday at 7:30pm (Church, Polish) 

 

Reconciliation: 

 Confessions every Saturday from 8:45am-9:30am (Bi-lingual) 

 In addition, we will have confessions on: Saturday, April 8  from 8:45 – 10am;  

 Monday, April 10 from 7:30 – 8:30pm; Tuesday 11 from 7:30 – 8:30pm; 

 Thursday April 13 from 11am – 12 Noon 

 

Lenten Reconciliation Service: 

 April 4, 2017 at 7:30pm Please note:  There will be no confessions heard on Holy Saturday. 



Spiritual Life—Lent 2017 

Renewing Relationships 
The purpose of Lent is to restore relationships. In our prayer, we are to hearken to God's voice speaking to us in our 

brokenness and to renew our focus on doing God's will in our lives. In our fasting we are to cultivate a new hunger for 

forgiveness of our enemies and a renewed compassion for those in need. In our almsgiving we are to reach out to those bowed 

down by pain, failure and grief, sharing the blessings that God has given us. 

   Return to me with your whole heart.                                                                                                                                     

Our compassionate God welcomes us back to be reconciled and renewed. 

  Sunday        
Feb. 26 

Monday          
Feb. 27 

Tuesday         
Feb. 28 

 Ash            
Wednesday         

March 1 
Thursday          
March 2 

Friday          
March 3 

Saturday         
March 4 

Reflection       
For the Day: 

      Lord, have   
mercy on us. 

Give yourself   
to the Lord. 

I will walk with 
Jesus this Lent. 

Lord, help those 
in need. 

Suggested 
Activity: 

      Fast and       
abstain, attend 
Ash Wednesday 

services.  

Try to get           
to daily Mass. 

Attend the    
Stations of the 

Cross on Fridays 
during Lent. 

Donate to the 
SVDP food drive. 

Embracing the Spiritual Disciplines of Lent 
Make a personal plan for your observance of Lent. Include the traditional Lenten spiritual 

renewal activities of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Try to include one of each of these 

disciplines in your plan. 

 

Prayer and Spiritual Renewal Activities: 

 Use the Little Black Book for daily prayer. 

 Read Scripture daily - perhaps try to read one of the Gospels during Lent. 

 Pray the rosary, individually or as a family. 

 Attend daily Mass or the Stations of the Cross when you are able. 

 Participate in the “Journey” program small groups. 

 Participate in the Kingdom renewal weekend on April 1 and 2. 

 Use Matthew Kelly’s idea of a Mass Journal as described in Fr. Jay’s column today. 

 Get in the habit of regularly asking the question “God, what do you think I should do” as you make choices and decisions  

in your life. 
 

 

Fasting: 

 In our fasting we refrain from something to acknowledge our dependence upon God and to discipline ourselves to follow 

Christ. 

 Fast one day a week according to the traditional Catholic fasting day. Eat one full meal and two smaller meals, enough to   

sustain your strength; eat nothing in between meals. Fast for a special intention. Fast for peace or to ask God for strength to  

overcome some sin. 

 Give up something you enjoy throughout Lent. Fast from candy or sweets or wine or whatever you choose. Perhaps do this    

is a family. What you save by fasting could be given to the needy, perhaps to our St. Vincent de Paul society or to the Rice         

Bowl program to feed the hungry throughout the world. 

 Try to fast from some bad habit that detracts from your living as a disciple of Jesus, for example, fast from putdowns of       

others or from bad language. 

 Offer an hour or two of your work day or offer doing some task that is not pleasant for a particular person or intention. 
 

 

Almsgiving: 

 Try to give of yourself in some way each day to someone who is in need. This could be by donating to charity or by taking 

time to assist someone with a word of encouragement or by helping with a task. 

 Give up a particular food (e.g., dessert) and donate the money saved to the St. Vincent de Paul society or to another group   

that assists the needy. 

 Try to do an act of kindness each day for someone in your family or someone close to you. 



Parish Life 

Advance purchased tickets required.  Purchase your tickets this weekend in the Narthex! 

 Tickets also will be sold in the Parish Office.  

Adults —$15 per person |  Children, ages 5 to 12—$8 per person |  Children 4 and under—Free 

 Features food catered from Athens Catering, including: 

Antipasto Salad, Mostaccioli, Eggplant Parmesan, Lemon Grecian Chicken,                                        
Vesuvio Italian Sausage/Peppers/Onions/Potatoes, Meatballs, Polish Sausage and Sauerkraut,             

Rolls & Butter, Coffee, Water, and Dessert 

Pop will be sold for $1.    Bring your own bottles of wine.  

Raffle donations needed: 

 Gift cards, in any amount, to any location 
(restaurant, gas, retail, etc.) to be used as part of 
a special raffle. 

 New, unopened items that can be used as part of 
our basket raffles, e.g. wine, liquor, coffee, etc.  

 Pre-assembled baskets also welcome! 

Food/drink donations needed: 

 Diet & regular pop—cans only please—and 
cases of water. Please drop off at church the 
week of 3/12. 

 Bakery donations. Please drop off by 3pm on         
Saturday, 3/25. 

 Adult volunteers are needed to help with event set up at 1pm on Friday, March 24. Please contact                             
Theresa Gamino at 708-522-4340 if you can help.  

 Teens looking for service hours for confirmation or high school can help during the event and with post-event 
clean up. Sign ups for service hours are handled online. To sign up, please go to our website 
www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Religious Education tab. Look for the Service Opportunities link  and 
follow the prompts.  

Can you donate your time, talent, or treasure to help us make this a wonderful event? 

Please drop off any raffle donations at the Parish Office during regular business hours.  

Gift cards should be dropped off in an envelope marked “St. Joseph’s Table”.  



Parish Life  

 God’s “Big Hug” Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 
 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, 

March 2 at 10 AM  

The purpose of the Prayer Shawl 

ministry is to hand craft shawls that represent a mantle of 

care and love from our parish to the recipient. We create 

hand-knit or crocheted shawls and chemo caps for the 

sick, homebound, those who are grieving, or to celebrate 

a very special occasion!  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is open to everyone—even if 

you cannot attend the meetings. Shawls can be created at 

home, on your own time, and at your own speed. We ask 

that you make the shawls no smaller than 25”x 60”. This 

size is a perfect fit for those receiving shawls. We 

welcome everyone to bring your latest project and join us 

in Rooms 125/26 for friendly conversation or instruction 

from one of our members. 
 

Look for our Ministry in the Narthex on March 4/5. 

Prayer shawls are not just for those who are ill. Do you 

know of someone in need of a shawl to remind them they 

are not alone and they are loved and cared for? If so, 

please stop by our table in the Narthex after all the 

masses the weekend of March 4/5. Or, feel free to call us 

and request one.  
 

Donations Welcome—Donations of yarn as well as 

monetary donations are always welcome.  
 

For more information about our ministry, please contact 

Dorothy at  708-614-2588. 

 

  Irish Soda Bread Contest Entries 

All bakers are welcome to participate in our 

Soda Bread contest on Saturday, March 11. 

To participate, you will need to provide two 

loaves of your homemade Irish Soda bread 

for sampling.  Entries must be dropped off on Friday, 

March 10 during the regular Parish Office business hours, 

which are 8:30am—6pm.  Entries must include the 

completed entry form below. A number for your entry 

will be issued so that submissions remain anonymous for 

when people sample the bread and cast their vote for their 

favorite choice. Happy baking everyone! 

Questions? Please contact Maureen Patula at                  

708-614-5728. 

Please join us on Saturday, March 11 at the     

5pm Mass for this year’s Annual Irish Mass to 

honor St. Patrick. We will be hosting our 

second Irish Soda Bread contest in the          

large meeting room immediately following the  

Mass.  Please join us to sample a taste and cast 

your vote for your favorite soda bread. Don’t 

forget to wear your green to show your Celtic 

pride.  

 Mass Honoring St. Patrick 

Irish Soda Bread Contest Entry Form 

Name:   

Address:   

Phone Number:   

E-Mail Address:   

 Parish Annual Raffle 

There’s still plenty of time to turn in or mail in your annual parish raffle tickets. The main drawing will be held at our  

St. Joseph Dinner on Saturday, March 25. Purchase your tickets for a chance to win the $5,000 grand prize, the $1,000 

second prize, or the $500 third prize. A big thank you to everyone who has purchased tickets thus far!  

 Seniors Young @ Heart   

Our next meeting will be on Monday, February 
27 @ 10am in the large meeting room. We will 
have a Senior Scavenger Hunt and Pizza will be served. 
 
 

Persons interested in our Four Winds Casino Trip to New 
Buffalo, Michigan on Thursday, March 9th should contact 
Joan Kapala at 815-534-5111 or Nancy Flynn at           
708-429-3081. The price is $40.00 per person and 
includes $15 in slot credit and $10 in food credit. The bus 
will depart St. Stephen’s parking lot at 9 AM and return at 
4 PM. Our trip is open to all so bring your friends if you 
wish. 

 Brick Orders for Memorial Brick Gardens  
Parishioners interested in purchasing a brick paver for one 

of our brick memorial gardens should stop by the Parish 

Office and see Karen Opyd. Brick pavers are    4” x 8”, 

and can be placed in the brick gardens east and west of the 

church entrance, in our military brick garden, or in our pet 

garden located by our St. Francis Statue.  

Bricks are $100 each and are engraved with up to 21 

characters per line with a maximum of 3 lines of print. All 

bricks are placed randomly in the garden of your 

choosing. The next order for bricks will 

be placed on April 3 so that the bricks 

will arrive sometime in early spring.  

 

Thank you and God Bless….Karen 



Human Concerns 

Congratulations to the following winners for the week of 

February 20, 2017:                                

 $100 – Katie Vieck, #97 

 $25 – Eileen Krippel, #20 

Jesus tells us that our heavenly Father knows all that 

we need, and so we need to let tomorrow take care 

of itself as today has troubles enough of its own. This 

month, through your gifts, the Society of  St. Vincent 

de Paul  was able to assist  families providing  in 

food, for utility and rent bills, etc.  

Thank You! 

Food Collection—Next Weekend 

The St. Vincent de Paul Ministry will 

be sponsoring its monthly food collection next weekend—

Saturday, March 4 and Sunday, March 5. Our monthly 

food drives help support fellow parishioners and neighbors 

who are struggling as well as the Tinley Park food pantry. 

Please bring your food donations next weekend and leave 

them in the Narthex. Non-perishable items such as 

breakfast cereal, pasta and pasta sauces, peanut butter and 

jelly, and/or canned fruit and vegetables make great 

donations. Paper towels, toiletry paper, laundry detergent 

and cleaning supplies are always welcomed. St. Stephen 

Parish has created a section of the food pantry for gluten 

free foods. Please mark your bag “gluten free items” if you 

should happen to include those items with your donation.  

Thank you so much for your continued generosity and 

support.      

Are you struggling and in need of help?  

If so, please contact our parish office at 708-342-2400, ask 

for the SVdP hotline, and leave a message when you are 

connected to the voicemail box. Be sure to leave your 

name and a phone number where you can be reached. 

Someone from our SVdP ministry group will contact you.  

 

Confidentiality & compassion are the                               

cornerstones of the St. Vincent de Paul ministry.                                

Parish 500 Club 

Annual Catholic Appeal—2017  

“Love Your Neighbor as  

Yourself” 

This weekend we continue the 

Annual Catholic Appeal. Please 

remember that the Annual Catholic Appeal is much 

different than a one-time special collection. It is a 

campaign where you can make a gift payable in 

installments. 

The ACA theme, “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself,” 

was selected to remind us that our contributions to the 

Annual Catholic Appeal enable the funded ministries 

and services to share God’s love with many others in our 

parish, our Archdiocese, and throughout the world. 

Among the ministries that the Appeal Supports are 

support for parishes and schools serving financially 

challenged communities, support for youth formation 

programs and religious education, support for formation 

programs for lay people, support for the Respect Life 

ministry and other justice initiatives, and the work of 

Catholic Relief Services to assist the poor and vulnerable 

overseas. 

Each donation makes a difference because all parishes 

participate in the campaign and the gifts of many enable 

our Archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and 

services.  

After our parish goal of $68,287 is reached in cash, 

100% of any additional funds come back to our parish to 

help to fund our needs.  

If you received your response form in the mail, please 

complete it and bring it to Mass or mail it back. We 

invite your response to our in-pew process this weekend.  

Thank you for your prayerful consideration and 

generous response.  



 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School                    

is a Nationally-Recognized                                                  

Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 
 

 

Am I eligible to attend Cardinal Bernardin School?  Where is it located?  

CJB is a “regional” Catholic school sponsored by St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr. St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, 

and St. Elizabeth Seton. CJB also welcomes children from other parishes, as well as children from other Christian 

households whose parents are seeking a Christian educational environment. Please share this news with your neighbors 

and friends! CJB is adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish – at 9250 W. 167th Street in Orland Hills.  

Do you offer Pre-K and Kindergarten? 

Yes!  We offer half-day and full-day 3PK and 4PK! And, Kindergarten is full-day! The half-day 3PK program is 

Monday-Thursday. You would select either 7:40am-10:40am (AM) or 11am-2pm (PM). The half-day 4PK program is 

Monday-Friday (and you would select the AM or the PM option). Our full-day PK and K programs are, of course, 

Monday-Friday. Full-day class hours are 7:40am until 2pm. 

Where and when may I get registration materials?  How do I register? 

“Open registration” begins in February … and we will continue to accept applications until all spaces are filled. Our 

registration application is available online at www.cjbschool.org   

To register, complete the online application and then mail (USPS) or drop off an original birth and baptismal certificate 

(originals will be returned), and a one-time family registration fee of $250. For Grades 1-8, include a copy of the        

2016-17 first semester report card and all standardized test scores.  

What is the tuition fee? 

Tuition for 2017-18 will be finalized after budget meetings in March. Full-day parishioner tuition currently is $4,897

(Grades K-8). Full-day tuition for 3PK and 4PK is $5,146. Half-day 3PK tuition is $2,100. Half-day 4PK tuition is 

$2,652. Non-parishioner tuition is $5,727 for Grades K-8.   

Is Financial Aid available? 

Yes! When you complete our online application, you will have an opportunity to complete the financial aid           

application. Financial assistance is available for qualifying in-parish families (K-8). Financial applications must be 

submitted by mid-March.  

Is there a “Before and After School” Program? 

Yes! The Extended Day Program opens at 6:30am and closes when the school day begins; it re-opens at 2:00pm and 

closes for the night at 6:00pm. The hourly-rate ($8/hr for one child; $10/hr for two or more children) is invoiced 

monthly. All registered students may attend the Extended Day Program. 

When may I register? 

Registration for new families is happening RIGHT NOW. We will continue to accept registrations until all spaces are 

filled.   

Additional questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment, Cynthia Devlin, at 708-403-6525 ext. 127 …or via 

email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

http://www.cjbschool.org
mailto:cdevlin@cjbschool.org


Parish Calendar 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday Feb-26   Baby Nursing #153 

   All Masses St. Joseph Dinner Ticket Sales Narthex 

   9:30 AM RCIA #125 

   10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of The Word Church 

   11:00 AM Welcoming & Parish Registration #158/159 

   3:00  - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

   4:00 PM Living Stations Church 

   4:30  - 6:00 PM Book Discussion Resisting Happiness LMR 

Monday Feb-27 4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm RE Classes Education Wing 

   4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm RE Classes Education Wing 

   9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

   10:00 AM Young @ Heart Mtg. LMR 

Tuesday Feb-28 4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm RE Classes Education Wing 

   7:30 PM Highlanders #170/171/172/173 

   7:30 PM Rosary Daily Chapel 

   7:30 PM The Journey #126 

Wednesday Mar-1 
Ash Wednesday Masses: 8am, Noon, 6:30pm (English) 7:30pm (Polish)  
Ash Wednesday Services: 7am, 3:30pm, 5pm (English)   

  
 

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM Moms and Tots #161 

Thursday Mar-2 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM Adoration of Blessed Sac with Rosary Daily Chapel 

   10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry #125/126 

   4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Children's Choir Church 

   6:30 - 7:00 PM Benediction followed by Divine Mercy Prayers Daily Chapel 

   7:00 PM Mass (English) followed by Rosary Daily Chapel 

   7:00-9:00 PM Praise Band Church 

   7:30 PM SWIFT #125 

Friday Mar-3 8:45 AM - 10:00 AM Scripture Study #126 

   9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

   6:30 PM Stations of the Cross (English) Church 

   7:30 PM Stations of the Cross & 1st Friday (Polish) Church 

Saturday Mar-4   Baby Nursing #153 

   All Masses Shawl Ministry Narthex 

   All Masses St. Joseph Dinner Ticket Sales Narthex 

   All Masses St. Vincent dePaul Food Drive Narthex 

   8:30 AM - 10:15 AM The Journey #126 

   7:00 PM 1st Saturday Mass (Polish) Church 

Sunday Mar-5   Baby Nursing #153 

   All Masses Shawl Ministry Narthex 

   All Masses St. Joseph Dinner Ticket Sales Narthex 

   All Masses St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive Narthex 

   9:30 AM RCIA #125 

   10:00 AM Family Mass Church 

   10:00 - 11:00 AM Growing With God #162—167 

   3:00 - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

   4:00 PM Living Stations Church 



 Please Pray for Our Deceased 

 Weekly Readings 

Pray For Our Sick 

 Welcome to Our Newly Baptized 

Mass Intentions 

Marriage 

Parishioners’ names will be kept on the prayer list at Mass 
for four weeks and listed in the bulletin for 60 days. 
Immediate family members are asked to call after four 
weeks if you wish to still have the name read at Mass.  

Names of non-parishioners who are immediate family 
members of our parishioners will be read at Mass for two 
weeks and listed in the bulletin for two weeks.  

2/26 Sunday Requested by : 

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Betty Staniszweski Dcn Ken & Laurie Zawadzki 

8:30am Marie Balestri Tony & Roxanne Pantano 

 Robert Chudy Greg & Cathy Hannon 

10:00am John Dillon, Sr. Noreen Galvin 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

11:30am Glenn DalSanto Sue Trump 

  Thomas Zale The Family 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace  

 Antoni Dobrzycki Henry Czajewski 

6:15pm Judith Nabzdyk Mom & Family 

 Nanette Kaclewicz Charlene Busa 

2/27 Monday    

8:00am Bendicto Deanching The Deanching Family 

 Jeri Busa Charlene Busa 

2/28 Tuesday   

8:00am Elizabeth Donato The Busa Family 

 Alice Pokrzywa Rita Lewicki 

3/1 Wednesday  - Ash Wednesday   

8:00am Delia Brennan Mike & Mary Moran 

 Alice Pokrzywa Rita Lewicki 

12:00pm Mary Beth Vasquez Dcn Pete & Jan Van Merkestyn 

 Rich Myers Noreen Galvin 

6:15pm Tom Lyons Noreen Galvin 

 Michael Panici Pat Panici 

3/2 Thursday    

8:00am Terese Spatz The Elmer’s 

 Purgatorial Society   

7:00 PM Lynne B. Manning Dcn Joe & Linda Stalcup 

 Ed Trudy Rose Zaidan & Family 

3/3 Friday   

8:00am Louis Kaczmarek The Przybylski Family 

  Elizabeth Danaher Jim & Mary Gibbons 

3/4 Saturday   

8:00am Basilia Maclang Levi & Edgar Dometita 

  Jeanne Dammer The Kenney's 

5:00pm Steve & Joe Yanks The Yanko Family 

 Adam & Josephine Pierczynski The Family 

  Ron & Gerry Dylkiewicz The Family 

 Roger Johnson, Sr. The Family 

 D.J. Zimmerman  — 
3/5 Sunday   

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace   

 Marie Krokar The Family 

8:30am Charles Fry M/M J. De Ambrose 

 Mary A. Marren The Family 

10:00am Frank Keller The Young Family 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

11:30am Gordon R. Fortier Chris and Mark Losey 
 Deceased Family Members of Sarfo-Yorke Family 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace  

 Int. Robert & Emily Haynes The Family 

6:15pm Edward W. Nabzdyk The Family 

 Pamela Budney-Brink Budney and Santoro Families 

Sun 2 Kgs 5: 14-17/ Ps 98: 1. 2-3. 3-4  

Mon Gal 4: 22-24. 26-27. 31 – 5: 1  

Tues Gal 5: 1-6/ Ps 119: 41. 43. 44. 45 

Wed Gal 5: 18-25/ Ps 1: 1-2. 3  

Thur Eph 1: 1-10/ Ps 98: 1. 2-3ab  

Fri Eph 1: 11-14/ Ps 33: 1-2  

Sat Eph 1: 15-23/ Ps 8: 2-3ab  

None 

Julie Barth Helen Michalik 

Arlene  Beavan Joey Moylan 

Mary Beechy Frank Mulcahy 

Grace Boblak Julie Murray 

Kathie Brosius Dave Newquist 

Donald Bryar Dana Nosek 

Ramy Bryar Patricia Peliggi 

Tammy   Burns Anna Plecki 

Joanne Chess Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

Thomas Conners Marek Rudzki 

John Czerniak Mary Lou Schoettler 

Bob & Sheila Dickman Nicole Siedschlag 

Janice Dorff Jim Smith 

Joe  Dorff Rachel  Swallow 

Bill Dunlap Joseph Tierney 

Robert Engler Elizabeth Tyminski 

Bill Galvin Michael Vasek 

Caroline  Grady Kelly  Weiss 

Claire Herbert Ken & Patricia Weissman 

Larry Hersh Richard White 

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray 

Caiden  Michael Curtin Lincoln Victor O'Connell 

Margot Eve Kohl John Joseph O'Connell 

Brooklyn  Rose Loman Eric Wasowicz 

Guillermo Deleon Joseph Gleason Byron Grober 

Sandra Jurek Melanie Mase  Rosemary Maus 



Please pray for the well-being and safe return of all our military men and women, including: 

CPL Nicholas Cascone Lt. Amanda Griffith Tsgt. Laura Langley Sgt. Dominic Messina 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Sgt. Evan Grober Ssgt. Carl Langley PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Major Vincent Cesaro Capt. Michael Gryczka Sgt. Joseph Malone LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Lt. Dan Kniaz  Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

 Military  

Celebrants, Deacons, Greeters, and Counters 

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1 PM Polish 

 3/5 Deacons Dcn Joe Dcn Bill S. Dcn Bill S. Dcn Bob C. Dcn Bob C.   

  Greeters Dolores Soverino   Kathy Stephens Barb Ridge Julie Gilligan   

    Joan Beck   Jeanne Upreti Bob Ridge Seana Gilligan   

    Jean Coughlin   Mike Tyrrell Chris Losey Charlene Mueller   

    Peg Schmitt   Eileen Tyrrell Mark Losey Natalie Sims   

  Counters 3/5 Team #4 3/12 Team #1     


