
   
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish   

  Parish Mission    

St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel. Our Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring 

Christ’s Love to our families, our work places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts and 

to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In all of our parish activities we seek to develop 

a personal relationship with the Lord who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that 

leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open and welcoming people and a 

sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of God’s love. 



 Our Parish School—Cardinal Bernardin 

Principal—Ms. Mary Iannucilli  

Address:  9250 W. 167th Street  Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525  School Fax:  708.403.8621                                                              

Website: cjbschool.org            Email: info@cjbschool.org 

New Parishioner Registration 

 Our Staff 

Stewardship: Sharing Our Treasure 

Address: 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487                                                                                                                                                             

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-6pm; 

Sat Noon-5pm; Closed Mon-Friday from 12:30-1pm.                        

Office Phone: 708.342.2400  

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Website: www.ststephentinley.com                                              

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com 

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by 

noon on Wednesday 11 days prior to bulletin’s publication 

date.  

 Parish Office 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                                
Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                                                                 

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                            

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                          

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

Religious Education Office 
Director of Religious Education—Sandi Morgan              

Assoc. Director of Religious Education—Leslie Krauledis 

Admin. Assistant for Religious Education—Joann Buryj          

Religious Education Secretary—Patti Parker                      

Phone: 708.342.1544                             

St. Stephen Parish welcomes all those who wish to register: 

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every 

month  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, 

Wednesdays  at 8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please 

contact the parish office.  

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through     

the Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. 

Appointments with our parish counselor Michele L. 

Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact 

Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of help, please 
contact St. Stephen’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry through 

the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program,       

St. Stephen offers English and Polish support groups. 

Please contact the parish office for more information.  

For those in need... 

Robert Conlin Joseph Stalcup Deacons: 

William Engler Pete Van Merkestyn  

Chuck McFarland Kenneth Zawadzki  

William Schultz   

 Nov. 2016 Year to Date 

Actual $118,214  $591,181  

Budget $121,475  $631,975  

Surplus / 
(Shortfall) 

($3,261) ($40,794) 

Weekly collection information 

will be available next week. 

Daily Mass—Monday through Saturday at 8am 

Mass of Anticipation—Saturday at 5pm 

Sunday Masses—7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30 am, and     

6:15 pm in English; 1:15pm in Polish 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English 

and 1pm in Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish 

office for the necessary preparations. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 

8:45am—9:30am  in the church or by  appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of 

the weddings of both registered parishioners and the 

children of registered parishioners. Information is available 

from one of the priests or deacons. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or 

homebound parishioners can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg 

at the parish office or Barbara Black at 708-466-9962. 

Mass Times and Sacraments 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of St. 

Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage 

payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our 

monthly collections.  

Please consider making electronic donations through Give 

Central. Go to our website www.ststephentinley.com and 

click on Online Giving to sign up. Online donations can be 

scheduled at the frequency you choose through either your 

band or credit card. 

Also, please consider remembering your parish when 

preparing your will.  



From Our Pastor 
 

D ear People of St. Stephen, 

Happy New Year to all of you. I pray that 2017 will bring each of you health,      

well-being, and a growing closeness to the Lord. 

Because of bulletin deadlines, I am writing this 12 days before you will read it and several 

days before Christmas. I hope all of you had a very blessed Christmas. As we announced 

last week at our Christmas Masses, a few days before Christmas we received some very good news on our effort 

to build a parish life center. We have received approval for a loan from the Archdiocese that, along with the 

money we have already raised, will allow us to begin building the center. The construction process is beginning. 

Materials are being ordered by the general contractor, and the actual construction will begin in spring. Even after 

meeting the financial requirements, the Archdiocese did not want to sign a contract for the building if the parish 

was in the midst of change in pastors - a concern that I can understand. To meet that concern, I have agreed to 

extend my term as pastor for another year, until July 1, 2018. I am reminded of something a wise woman once 

told me: “people plan, God laughs.” I look forward to continuing as pastor here at St. Stephen for the next 18 

months and to working with our people to build up our parish community. 

New Year’s Day is a traditional day for resolutions aimed at helping us to grow as people. As you reflect on 

possible resolutions for this year, I would like to invite you to think about 10 secrets for happiness that Pope 

Francis shared in a 2014 interview and were part of the December 17 reflection in the Little Blue Books that we 

are using during this Advent and Christmas season.  

Here are the Pope’s 10 secrets for happiness: 

 “Live and let live, that is the first step towards peace and joy. 

 Give oneself to others. 

 The capacity to move with kindness and humility, the peaceful oasis of life. Old people have this wisdom, 

they are the memory of a nation. And a nation that does not look after its old people has no future. 

 Play with children. 

 Spend Sundays with family. 

 Help young people find employment. Bringing bread home is what gives you dignity. 

 Look after nature. We have to look after creation and we are not doing it. It is one of the greatest challenges 

we have. 

 Quickly forgetting what is negative is healthy. 

 Respect those who think differently. The Church grows by attraction, not by proselytism. 

 Actively seek peace. Peace at times gives the impression of stillness, but it is never stillness. It is always an 

active peace.” 

We never stop growing spiritually. Even at 70 years of age, I know that I have much room to grow. May we all 

use the New Year as an occasion to reflect and to consider how we can each grow as disciples of Jesus in the 

coming year. 

On behalf of all of our staff, I wish each one of you a very healthy, happy, and spiritually enriching New Year. 

May God bless you and your loved ones. 

Fr. Jay 

  



Spiritual Life 

Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program 

Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program sign ups are at the back of church on the ushers’ table. At 

each Mass on Saturday evening or Sunday, a family, couple, or individual will be invited to come 

forward after communion to receive the Vocation Prayer Cross and a special prayer. In taking the 

cross, they commit themselves to pray during the week, in the name of our parish, the vocation 

prayer in thanksgiving for all those generously sharing in Church ministry and in asking God for 

an increase in vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, and lay Church ministries. 

Everyone is invited to participate in this program. 

The Holy Family Flowers  

were donated in memory of  

James G. Kelley                                            

for the week of January 1, 2017. 

Sponsored by Jim & Shirley Kelley. 

The Sanctuary Candle  

burns in memory of  

The Sacred Heart of Jesus 

for the week of January 1, 2017. 

Sponsored by Jackie Cimino. 

The Call of the Holy Spirit 

The call of the Holy Spirit to consider a vocation may sometimes be a gentle voice stirring the soul or a 

personal longing in our hearts. It may be the urging of friends or spouses. It can also find birth in the 

invitation of pastors, deacons and parish leaders to pursue such an inquiry. No matter the source of our 

questions, each of us needs to be affirmed and encouraged to bring a call to a vocation to prayerful 

discernment. The Institute for Diaconal Studies (IDS) invites all men who feel the gentle nudge of the Holy Spirit to 

attend an Exploring the Diaconate session. It is a time to pray, discuss, and learn more about the discernment process 

and the formation program that aspirants and candidates pursue. 

Please join us with your wives, if married, as we explore the potential of a vocation, engage in dialogue, and pray in 

search of the next step. All are welcome to attend any of the following sessions. No registration is required. 

Jan. 17, 2017: SS. Cyril & Methodius, Lemont (Vicariate V), 7:30 PM. Location: Sivore Hall (School Basement).        

Jan. 24, 2017: St. Thomas the Apostle, Chicago (Vicariate VI), 7:30 PM. Location: Parish Hall.                                    

Feb. 26, 2017: St. Philip the Apostle, Northfield (Vicariate II), after 11:45 AM Mass. Location: St. John Paul II Room.                       

Mar. 2, 2017: Vicar for Deacons Office, Forest Park, 7:30 PM. Location: St. Bernadine (816 Marengo Avenue).                     

Mar. 21, 2017: St. John the Evangelist, Streamwood (Vicariate I), 7:30 PM. Location: Parish Center.                                  

Mar. 30, 2017: St. Aloysius, Chicago (Vicariate III), 7:30 PM. Location: Gonzaga Hall (1510 N. Claremont Ave.).      

Apr. 6, 2017: Univ. of Saint Mary of the Lake, Mundelein (Vicariate I), 7:30 PM. Location: Priest Center                      

Apr. 21, 2017: Univ. of Saint Mary of the Lake, Mundelein (Vicariate I), 7:30 PM Location: Priest Center (Bldg. 201P).  

Our priests and deacons are praying for those discerning a vocation to become a deacon. If you are interested in 

exploring the Diaconate, please contact Deacon Ken Zawadzki or any of the other Deacons by phone at 708-342-2400. 

Pro-Life Hour 

You are invited to a Pro-Life Holy Hour on Friday, January 6 at 7:00pm in St. George Church, 

6707 W. 175th Street, Tinley Park. We will pray before the Blessed Sacrament for true respect 

for all human life from conception to natural death. Please come to pray that our nation will be 

converted to a culture of life. 



Human Concerns 
God’s “Big Hug” Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

Next meeting Thursday, 

January 5th  

Weather Permitting       
 

The purpose of this ministry is to hand craft shawls that 

represent a mantle of care and love from our parish to the 

recipient. We create hand knit or crocheted shawls and 

chemo caps for the sick, homebound, those who are 

grieving, or to celebrate a very special occasion! They are 

not just for those who are ill. If you know of someone in 

need of a shawl to remind them they are not alone and 

they are loved and cared for, please request one. Our 

ministry is open to everyone—even if you cannot attend 

the meetings. Shawls can be created at home, on your 

own time and own speed. We ask that you make the 

shawls no smaller than 25”x 60”. This size is a perfect fit 

for those receiving shawls. We welcome everyone to 

bring your latest project and join us for friendly 

conversation or instruction from one of our members. We 

meet on the 1st Thursday of each month at 10 AM in 

room 125.  
 

Shawls will be available in the Narthex after all the 

masses the weekend of January 7-8. Donations of yarn as 

well as monetary donations are always welcome.  
 

For more information about our ministry, please contact 

Dorothy at 708-614-2588. 

St. Vincent de Paul      

Society 

Confidentiality & compassion are the 

cornerstones of our ministry.  

  We have an increase in the need 

for paper towels, toiletry paper, 

laundry detergent and cleaning 

supplies. If possible, please add an 

extra one of these items to your 

grocery list. 

New Ministry Being Formed:                                                                                    

Supporting those affected by Domestic Violence  

 

After Fr. Chuck Dahm spoke to St. Stephen's 

congregations last month, an introductory meeting was 

held. We had many interested parishioners attend, 

including  representatives from St. Ailbe's Domestic 

Violence Support Ministry team and parishioners who 

work with the Crisis Center for South Suburbia. Fr. Dahm 

highlighted four key objectives:   
 

1. Raise awareness     

2. Identify support resources.       

3. Provide support.  

4. Provide training.                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

We are in the preliminary stages of forming this new 

ministry for our community. A next meeting is being 

planned for early January. Anyone that is interested in 

learning more on this subject or utilizing their skills and 

resources to support us are asked to please join us. Watch 

for more updates in upcoming bulletins or contact Deacon 

Bill Schultz through St. Stephen's office at 708-342-2400 

for more information. 

Parish 500 Club Winners 
Congratulations to the following Parish 500 Club        

winners for the week of December 26, 2016: 

$100 Winner—Square #271 

Frank and Kathy Vacek 

$25 Winner—Square #169 

Frank and Kathy Vacek 
 

And to our Feast of St. Stephen Bonus Drawing  

$500 Winner—Square #189 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Szafranski 

Are you struggling and in need of help?  

Please contact our parish office at 708-342-2400, ask for 

the SVdP hotline, and leave a message when you are 

connected to the voicemail box. Be sure to leave your 

name and a phone number where you can be reached. 

Someone from our SVdP ministry group will contact you. 

St. Vincent De Paul  Food Collection 

Our next monthly food collection will be Saturday, 

January 7 and Sunday, January 8. This collection helps 

support the Tinley Park food pantry and parishioners in 

need. Non-perishable items such as breakfast cereal, 

pasta, pancake mixes, canned goods should be bagged 

and left in the Narthex. Household products such as paper 

towels, toiletry paper, laundry detergent and cleaning 

supplies are also welcome. Thank you so much for your 

continued generosity and support. 



And includes this Special Raffle:                      

St. Stephen/CJB 6th Annual Comedy Night 

Saturday, January 21, 2017                                         

Orland Chateau—14500 S. LaGrange Road, Orland Park 

Dinner | Show | Raffles | Baskets |Cash Bar|Lots of laughs! 

“There’s Snow Place Like Comedy Night!” 

Bill Brady is Comedy Caper’s leading man and host of the longest running show in the 

Midwest at Senese’s Barrel of Laughs.  Bill wrote and performed in Comedy Sketch for the 

Veterans Cable network and co-authored a book,  “Stand Up in Chicago”, released in 

2014.  Residing in Tinley Park, Bill is also an active member of St. Stephen Parish and the 

community.  In February, Bill will celebrate his 40th year in comedy. 

Pat McGann, a Chicago native and a 1994 graduate of Marist High School. Pat McGann is the 

house MC at Zanies comedy club since 2008 and is the creator and host of the Emmy 

Nominated show, “The Chicago Stand-Up Project”.  You may already know Pat from his 2 

appearances on the Late Show with David Letterman, or from his many appearances on local 

TV and radio, including: Sports Talk Live, Windy City Live, Mancow and Good Day Chicago, WGN 

Morning News, WGN radio, and ESPN Radio. Pat will be hosting the local Emmy’s 

for the 2nd time and also recently appeared on Chicago P.D. 

Michael Palascak, born in Wabash, IN and began his career in comedy in Chicago.  

Michael has made appearances on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, The Late Show with 

David Letterman, as well as two appearances on The Late Show with Craig Ferguson. 

Along with Michael’s many appearances, he was also a finalist on NBC’s show The Last 

Comic Standing where he advanced into the top 5. 

Our 2017 event features the following comedic talent:  

Five (5) nights lodging at the world class Sheraton Vistana       
Village Resort in Orlando, Florida. A  $1,400 value! 

The drawing will be held on  Saturday, January 21, 2017.  Winner need not be present. Airfare, food, etc. not included. 

-Spacious two-bedroom, two bath condo (sleeps 8) 

-Full kitchen, laundry facilities 

-Private balcony/patio 

-Wireless high speed internet access 

-7 outdoor pools, 8 spa tubs 

-Childcare and kid club activities 

-Theme park shuttle, free self-parking 

-4 restaurants, 2 cafes, 3 lounges, 2 poolside bars 

Ticket price: $20 per ticket with purchase of         
Comedy Night ticket or $30 per ticket for raffle only. 

NOW ON SALE IN THE PARISH OFFICE! 

 



Ticket Reservation Form  

“There’s Snow Place Like Comedy Night!” on January 21, 2017 

Doors Open 6 pm | Dinner & Show Tickets  - $40 per person | Advance Tickets Required.  

There will be no at the door sales. Must be 21 years or older to attend.  All sales are final. No refunds.  

 

Name:                

Address:               

Phone:        Email:_______________________________________________ 

St. Stephen/CJB 6th Annual Comedy Night 

Please complete this ticket reservation form. Then purchase your Comedy Night tickets:  

 

 In the narthex: On the weekends of January 7/8 and January 14/15.  

 At the parish office: Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8:30 AM until 4 PM.  

Ticket stubs will be issued directly to you in person if you purchase in the narthex or at the Parish Office. Cash 

or checks payable to St. Stephen, please.  

 By mail: Send completed form with check payable to St. Stephen to St. Stephen, 17500 South 84th Avenue, Tinley 

Park IL, 60487. Attn: 2017 Comedy Night.  

 Through Give Central: Pay for your tickets with your debit or credit card through our website 

www.ststephentinley.com by clicking on “Online Giving.” You will make your payment via GiveCentral.org. You 

must still send in or drop off this completed reservation form at the Parish Office. Write your Give Central Payment 

Confirmation Number here:_______________    

For ticket reservations made by mail or through Give Central, ticket stubs will be mailed to the name and 

address listed on this form within 5 business days. Please note: Tickets ordered electronically cannot be 

processed without the givecentral.org confirmation number or the completed reservation form.  

 

Questions? Please call the Parish office at 708-342-2400 or                                                                                                           

email Comedy Night Committee at comedynight2017@yahoo.com                                 

Roast Sirloin of Beef  

Stuffed Pork Chop  

Roast Chicken Breast  

Vegetarian Meal  

Please check all that apply:                                 

⃝ St. Stephen Parishioner 

⃝ CJB Family 

⃝ SSDM Religious Ed Family 

⃝ Other 

Entrée Selection—Please choose a dinner selection for each person attending. 

Write down the total number for your party by each entrée.  

Special Requests (Seating, dietary, etc.):  

  

Total number of tickets:  

 x cost per each ticket $40 each 

Total amount owed:  

Note: Seating requests are not guaranteed.  

mailto:comedynight2015@yahoo.com


Year End Tax  Statements For 2016                                                                                                                 

For all those who requested a tax statement last year or who automatically received a statement 

due to IRS regulations last year, a statement will be mailed to you by the end of January 2017. 

There is no need to call or email the parish office. 

For those who did not request a statement last year, please contact the parish office at 708-342-

2400 or email Karen Opyd at karen@ststephentinley.com Please put “2016 tax letter 

requested” in the subject line. Statements will be mailed out on a weekly basis.   

St. Stephen Men's Club Football Mania Update                                                      

The St. Stephen Men's Club would like to 

thank everyone who  supported our efforts 

through the purchase of Football Mania 

tickets.  

 

To date, we have given out total prizes in 

the amount of $925. The prizes consist of: 

 

(11) $25 winners  (1) $200 winner        

(1)   $50.00 winner           (1) $400 winner  
 

Thank you again for your support! 

Parish Life 

A Will is a Gift to Those You Love 

A properly prepared will is a gift because it makes the 

distribution of your estate very clear and eliminates difficult 

decision making. If you don't have a will, the state may 

obtain the right to decide what happens to your possessions, 

your children, and your financial legacy. Letting the State 

decide may not meet your wishes. 
 

Here are some of the benefits of having a proper will:      

              

1. A will allows you to decide who gets your hard earned 

assets including family, parish, parish school, 

Archdiocese of Chicago, or others.  

2. A will allows you to decide who will care for your 

minor or special needs children. 

3. A will can speed up the probate process versus having 

no will. 

4. A will allows you to decide who will handle the terms 

of your will.    

5. A will allows you to avoid greater legal challenges 

versus having no will. 

6. A will allows you to make changes based on changing 

circumstances. 

7. A properly prepared will is a gift to your family because 

it provides clear directions on your final wishes. 
 

Prepare your will now while you are not under stress or 

pressure. Please join us for a workshop on how to properly 

prepare your will. Meet presenter, Thomas D. Bransfield of 

Bransfield & Bransfield, PC. 
 

What:  Creating a Will Workshop 

When:  January 18, 2017 at 7 pm 

Where:  St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 

 17500 S. 84th Ave. Tinley Park, IL 

 in the large meeting room 

Contact: Deacon Joe Stalcup 

Phone: 708.342.2400 

E-mail:  dcnjoe@ststephentinley.com 

RSVP:  By January 15, 2017 

 St. Stephen Parish Office at 708-342-2400 or               

 dcnjoe@ststephentinley.com  

Parish Raffle 

Our annual parish raffle, which had 

previously been held during the fall, 

will be taking place in the New Year 

instead. In January of 2017, raffle 

tickets will be mailed directly to all 

our parish households. Tickets will be 

$20 each or 3 for $50. The drawing 

will be held at our annual St. Joseph’s 

Day dinner in March. Look for more 

details in the January mailing.  

Faith and Inspiration to Hope                           

Intercessory Prayer Group 

 Next Meeting This Thursday 

Our Faith and Inspiration to Hope 

intercessory prayer group will meet on 

Thursday, January 5 at 7 PM in the daily chapel. The goal 

of this ministry is to bring Christ’s healing love to people 

struggling with illness and to support their loved ones and 

caregivers. The prayer service includes quiet music, a 

Scripture reading, a reflection, and intercessory prayer. 

The prayer asks for the help of God in our times of need 

and helps us to recognize that God walks with us in 

facing the pain of life. Everyone is invited to join in this 

prayer time.  

 

mailto:karen@ststephentinley.com
mailto:dcnjoe@ststephentinley.com
mailto:dcnjoe@ststephentinley.com


Religious Education Schedule  
Date Event Time Location 

JAN 8 Grade 1 Sunday Mass   10am Church 

  Epiphany of the Lord   

 All Religious Ed students and Catholic School students of first grade families should attend 10am Mass. First graders will process 
in with the priest and be called to the altar for the homily. Please remember to sign in your student at the table in the Narthex. 
First graders are asked to make donations of hats, scarfs, mittens and gloves for the less fortunate. These donations will be sent 
to the PADS program at St. Lawrence O'Toole. 

JAN 14 First Holy Communion Retreat   11am & 1pm  Ed wing   

 At least one parent must attend with child on assigned day 

JAN 21  Sacrament of First Reconciliation   12noon Church 

 This is a make-up day for those who missed the Sacrament of First Reconciliation in December 

JAN 28  First Holy Communion Retreat   11am & 1pm   Ed wing 

 At least one parent must attend with child on assigned day 

JAN 30 & 31,                   
FEB 1   

  Instructional Mass 5 class sessions    Church/Chapel 

FEB 5 Grade 5 Mass   10am  Church 

 Fifth graders will process in with the priest and be called to the altar for the homily. Please   remember to sign in your student 
at the table in the Narthex. We are in need of fifth graders to read the petitions. If your student would like to do so please con-
tact the Director by email at sandi@ststephentinley.com 

FEB 9 Confirmation retreat  8:00am-2:30pm  Ed wing 

 Student must attend on assigned day. 

FEB 10 Confirmation retreat   8:00am-2:30pm  Ed wing 

 Student must attend on assigned day. 

FEB 13,14,15  Instructional Mass 6 class session     Church/Chapel 

FEB 18 First Holy Communion Retreat   11am   Ed wing 

 At least one parent must attend with child on assigned day 

FEB 19 Grade 6 Mass   10am   Church 

 Sixth graders will process in with the priest. Please remember to sign in your student at the table in the Narthex. We are in need 
of sixth graders to read the petitions. If your student would like to do so please contact the Director by email                                                 
at sandi@ststephentinley.com 

March 6, 7, 8 Instructional Mass 7 class session    Church/Chapel 

March 12 Grade 7 Mass   10am  Church 

March 13 & 14 Confirmation Practice   7:30pm   Church, Ed wing 

March 18 Confirmation Mass   9:30am & 1:30pm  Church, Ed wing 

March 20 Confirmation Mystagogia  7:30pm-8:30pm   LMR 

 All newly Confirmed are welcome to join us for pizza, pop, and fun to celebrate  the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

St. Stephen Parish would like to extend a warm welcome to our new parishioners who 

registered in  the month of November 2016. We are so glad you are here! 

Ramoncito and Claridad Banez Paul and Joanna Lojek Bradley and Erin Parker 

Thomas Beveridge and Erin Evangelista Robert and Phyllis Mc Sweeney Edward and Catherine Springer  

Robert and Jenna Czarnecki Helen Miserda Loretta Wills 

Christopher Gottardo and Georgia Childress John and Betty O'Connor  
 

Parish Life 



Celebrants, Deacons, Greeters, and Counters 

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM 
Sun 1 PM 

Polish 

1/8 Celebrant             

  Deacons             

  Greeters Flo Simosky   Helen Klimek Pauline Catrano Lynn Packert   

    Peg Schmitt   Helen Zimmerman Linda Giroux Joan Beck   

    Dave Newquist   Kathy Stephens Barb Ridge Judy Kluchins   

    Shirley Newquist   Tom Mitus Bob Ridge Natalie Sims   

  Counters 1/8 Team #4 1/15 Team #1     



Polish Ministry 
Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana                                                                                                                                                   

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 1PM                                                                                                                                     

-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of 6:30-7:30pm Msza o 7:30pm                                                                                                                                             

-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm                                                                                                                                                                                             

-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 

CJB Annual Clothing Drive                                                                   

CJB’s  8th Grade students recently collected gently used clothing for a special 

project.  Fellow students and CJB staff brought in donations which were given to 

Neat Repeats Consignment Shop.  Neat Repeats provides one-third of the 

operating budget for the Southwest Suburban Crisis Center (CCSS).  CCSS 

provides education materials and support for victims of domestic violence and 

their families.    

Najmiłosierniejsza ze stworzeń 

  Na początku nowego roku kalendarzowego Kościół oddaje cześć Świętej Bożej Rodzicielce. Spośród szczególnych przywilejów 

Maryi na pierwszym miejscu trzeba wymienić Boskie macierzyństwo. Matka Pana zajmuje po Chrystusie miejsce najwyższe i 

najbliższe nam właśnie z powodu swego boskiego macierzyństwa. Prawda o Bożym macierzyństwie Maryi została ogłoszona 

jako dogmat na soborze w Efezie w 431 roku. Zdefiniowano, że nie tylko można, ale należy Maryję nazywać Matką Bożą, 

Bogurodzicą. Maryja nie dała Panu Jezusowi natury Boskiej, którą On już posiadał odwiecznie od Ojca. Dała Chrystusowi Panu 

w czasie naturę ludzką – ciało ludzkie. Ale dała je Boskiej Osobie Pana Jezusa. Jest więc Matką Syna Bożego według ciała i w 

czasie, jak według natury Bożej i odwiecznie Pan Jezus jest Synem Bożym. 

  Święta Boża Rodzicielka dała światu wcielenie miłosierdzia, czyli Jezusa. Papież Franciszek naucza, że „Nikt tak jak Maryja nie 

poznał głębokości tajemnicy Boga, który stał się człowiekiem. Wszystko w Jej życiu zostało ukształtowane przez obecność 

miłosierdzia, które stało się ciałem” (MV 24). Przez swoje przyzwolenie: „niech mi się stanie” zrealizowała Boża tajemnicę i za 

sprawą Ducha Świętego jest prawdziwą Matką Syna Bożego, ale i naszą – w sensie duchowym. Jej Syn przyjmując ludzkie ciało, 

stał się naszym bratem w człowieczeństwie. Rodząc Jezusa, jako źródło łaski zbawienia, Maryja przyczyniła się swą 

macierzyńską posługą do przekazywania tej łaski ludziom. Ona prawdziwie jest naszą Matką, ponieważ ustawicznie rodzi nas 

do życia nadprzyrodzonego. A przez swoje wstawiennictwo Matka Syna Bożego ustawicznie wyprasza nam dary zbawienia. 

  Tajemnica Maryi odsłania się przed człowiekiem, w miarę jak zbliża się on do Zbawiciela. Im bardziej jednoczy się z 

Chrystusem, tym bardziej przybliża się do Maryi. Sam Chrystus daje poznać swoją Matkę. Prawdę tę potwierdza św. Jan Paweł 

II, który wyznaje w rozmowie z André Frossardem: „W miarę jak centrum mojego życia wewnętrznego coraz bardziej stawała 

się rzeczywistość Odkupienia, oddanie się Maryi w duchu św. de Montfort stawało się dla mnie jakby szczególną gwarancją, że 

na tej drodze mogę najowocniej uczestniczyć w tej rzeczywistości, czerpiąc z dzieła Odkupienia, dzieląc się z drugimi 

niewypowiedzianym bogactwem tej tajemnicy […]. Muszę dodać, że to moje osobiste i jak najbardziej wewnętrzne odniesienie 

do Matki Chrystusowej płynęło od młodości w szerokim łożysku pobożności maryjnej, która w Polsce ma szczególną historię”). 

  Nowy Rok niesie z sobą oczekiwanie lepszego życia niż to dotychczasowe. Dlatego prośmy Ojca niebieskiego, za przyczyną 

Maryi, o zgodę i pokój, aby wszyscy mogli zrealizować dążenia do życia szczęśliwego i dostatniego. Niech pomocą w tym będą 

dla nas słowa modlitwy z XI wieku: 

  „Święta Maryjo, Najmiłosierniejsza ze wszystkich stworzeń miłosiernych (…) wstawiaj się za nami. Przez Twoje orędownictwo 

niech przyjmie nasze modlitwy Ten, któregoś dla nas porodziła, a który teraz króluje w niebie. Niech Jego miłosierna miłość 

zgładzi nasze grzechy”. 



Parish Calendar 

Military Corner 

Please pray for our Military men and women on a daily basis for their safe return. 

CPL Nicholas Cascone Lt. A.m.anda Griffith Tsgt. Laura Langley Sgt. Dominic Messina 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Sgt. Evan Grober Ssgt. Carl Langley PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Major Vincent Cesaro Capt. Michael Gryczka Sgt. Joseph Malone LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Lt. Dan Kniaz  Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday Jan 1   Regular Sunday Mass Schedule Holy Mother of God Church 

      NEW YEAR'S DAY   

      Baby Nursing #153 

    3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

Monday Jan 2   Parish & RE Offices Closed all day   

Tuesday Jan 3 7:30 PM Highlanders #170-173 

    7:30 PM SVDP #126 

Wednesday Jan 4 9:30 - 11:00 AM Moms and Tots #161 

    7:00 - 8:30 PM Adult Choir Church 

Thursday Jan 5 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM Adoration of Blessed Sacrament with Rosary Daily Chapel 

    10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry #125/126 

    4:30  - 5:30 PM Children's Choir Church 

    6:30 - 7:00 PM Benediction followed by Divine Mercy Prayers Daily Chapel 

    7:00 - 9:00 PM Praise Band Church 

    7:30 PM SWIFT #125 

Friday Jan 6 8:45 AM - 10:00 AM Scripture Study #126 

    9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

    7:00 PM Feast of 3 Kings (Polish) Church 

Saturday Jan 7   Baby Nursing #153 

    
5:00 PM  Comedy Night Tickets, Shawl Ministry, SVDP Food 

Drive 
Narthex 

    7:00 PM 1st Sat Mass (Polish) Church 

Sunday Jan 8   Baby Nursing #153 

    
All Masses Comedy Night Tickets, Shawl Ministry, SVDP Food 

Drive 
Narthex 

    9:30 AM RCIA #125 

    10:00 AM Family Mass Gr. 1 Church 

    10:00  - 11:00 AM Growing With God #162-167 

    11:00 AM Welcoming & Parish Reg #158/159 

    3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 



 Please Pray for Our Deceased 

 Weekly Readings 

Pray For Our Sick 

 Welcome to Our Newly Baptized 

Names of parishioners will be kept on the prayer list 
at Mass for four weeks and listed in the bulletin for 60 
days. Immediate family members are asked to call 
after four weeks if you wish to still have the name 
read at Mass. 

Names of non-parishioners who are immediate family 
members of our parishioners will be read at Mass for 
two weeks and listed in the bulletin for two weeks.  

Mass Intentions 

1/1 Sunday Requested by : 

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Roberta Paulauskis Sheila Madjecki 

8:30am Mary Hildebrandt The Family 

 Thomas Rogan The Family 

10:00am Delfina Sepulveda The Sullivan Family 

11:30am Frank Cotrano Pauline Cotrano 

  Nicholas J. Kuncio M/M Gregory Hannon 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

6:15pm Dolly Contilli The Tesher Family 

 Maureen Kane The Schaffer Family 

1/2 Monday    

8:00am Harry R. Johnson, Sr The Family 

 Salvation Dometita Levi & Edgar Dometita 

1/3 Tuesday   

8:00am Int of Jeffery Kummer Marion Kummer 

 Florence & Joseph Ogarek Anne Plecki 

1/4 Wednesday     

8:00am Stanley Wasag The Family 

 Reyes Aguilar Marie & Aidan Hannon 

1/5 Thursday    

8:00am Purgatorial Society   

 John Przybylski The Przybylski Family 

1/6 Friday   

8:00am Joseph A. Kasper The Graziano Family 

  Toni Mcgowan The Fraszcak Family 

1/7 Saturday   

8:00am Julia Wegner Ted Wegner 

  Betty Staniszewski R.E. Staff 

5:00pm John & Jeanette Dygdon The Dygdon Family 

 Carolyn Wojtkowski Carol Fornek 

  Micheal Murphy Briget Boyal 

 Frank Kabat Karen & Tom Opyt 

 Mary Kay Rotsch Diane Kotovsky 

1/8 Sunday   

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Betty Staniszewski Dcn Joe & Linda Stalcup 

8:30am Tony Fornek Carol Fornek 

 Mary A. Marren The Family 

10:00am Tom Cole Chris & Mark Losey 

 Pastor V. MacLang Levi & Edgar Dometita 

11:30am Joseph Word M/M Gregory Mammad 

 Siqismundo Di Franco Michela Campione 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

6:15pm Mildred Grande The Family 

 Craig Jorsch The Richter Family 

Sun Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7  

Mon 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28  

Tues 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34   

Wed 1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42   

Thur 1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51  

Fri 1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11   

Sat 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11 (210) 

None 

Julie Barth Rex Knapp 

Arlene  Beavan Helen Michalik 

Grace Boblak Joey Moylan 

Kathie Brosius Julie Murray 

Donald Bryar Dave Newquist 

Ramy Bryar Ed Quinlan 

Tammy   Burns Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

Joanne Chess Marek Rudzki 

Thomas Conners Mary Lou Schoettler 

John Cornwall Nicole Siedschlag 

John Czerniak Jim Smith 

Bob & Sheila Dickman Irene Stepp 

Janice Dorff Rachel  Swallow 

Joe  Dorff Joseph Tierney 

Bill Dunlap Elizabeth Tyminski 

Robert Engler Michael Vasek 

Bill Galvin Kelly  Weiss 

Caroline  Grady Ken & Patricia Weissman 

Larry Hersh Richard White 

Mike Janda  

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray 



Thank You Advertisers 

Earn  $$$$  for  St .  Stephen’s  Parish!  

Have lunch or dinner at Gatto's on the 2nd or 4th Wednesday of 

the month and help in raising funds for St. Stephen’s parish. 

The parish will receive 15% of the before tax cost of 

your meal.  Please present this coupon to your server or ask 

your server to write   St. Stephen's Men's Club on your bill. 

 

Nancy’s Pizza and St. Stephen Pizza Coupon  

20% of the pre-tax a.m.ount 

(10% if a discount coupon is used)  to be 

donated to the 

St. Stephen Parish Center Fund. 

Coupon good on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays!   

Nancy’s Pizza at 171st Street and 80th Avenue (in the 

Fa.m.ily Dollar Plaza) is making an offer to St. Stephen 

Parishioners.  On any Monday through Wednesday, present 

this coupon and 20% of the pre-tax a.m.ount (10% if a 

discount coupon is used) will be donated to the St. Stephen 

Parish Center Fund.  You can enjoy a pizza and support our 

parish.  Nancy’s Pizza’s number is 708-614-6100. 

 

St. Stephen Men’s Club 

Dine-In or Carryout 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

of the month 

15% Donation (before tax) 

Present this coupon to your 

server 

 


